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Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  1967 
as  compared  with  1966 


1966  1967 

Population  183,744  182,284 

Number  of  Deaths  (corrected) 2,356  2,064 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  12.8  11.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 61  62 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  births  18  19 

Marriage-rate  per  1,000  population  8.1  8.8 

Number  of  Births  Registered  (corrected)  3,338  3,279 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  18.2  18.0 

Illegitimate  Birth-rate  per  100  births  9.8  11.8 

Still-births  per  1,000  births 

(including  still-births)  11  11 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ......  4 6 

Number  of  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  6 8 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population 

from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.02  0.03 

Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  0.03  0.04 

Death-rate  from  Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  0.09  0.01 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria — — 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  0.6  0.3 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  13  11 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases 497  469 

Death-rate  from  Malignant  Diseases 2.70  2.57 
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Annual  Report,  1967 


The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates  and 

Town  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Dundee, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Department  for  the  year  1967,  the  arrangement  of  which 
is  similar  to  that  adopted  in  previous  years. 

This  year's  vital  statistics  are  again  most  satisfactory  and  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  extremely  good  results  reported  last  year.  The  notable  exception 
is  the  continuing  rise  in  the  illegitimate  birth  rate. 

Progress  is  being  made  with  the  planning  of  Health  Centres  for  the  City 
with  agreement  being  reached  by  the  various  constituent  bodies  declaring  their 
intention  to  proceed,  in  the  following  order,  with  a Health  Centre  in  the 
Crescent  Lane  area  (where  15-20  doctors  are  interested  in  participation)  and 
in  the  Lochee  area  (11  or  12  doctors)  and  that  a teaching  unit  or  facility  could 
be  grafted  to  either  building.  The  Working  Party  is  now  considering  in  detail 
the  selection  of  a suitable  site  in  the  Crescent  Lane  area  and  is  preparing  a 
description  of  function  and  schedule  of  accommodation. 

A recurring  public  health  nuisance  in  certain  parts  of  the  City  has  been 
the  accumulation  of  litter  in  the  communal  back  courts  of  old  tenemental 
properties.  Various  remedial  measures  were  considered  by  members  of  both 
the  Health  and  Welfare  and  Cleansing  Committees  before  it  was  decided  that, 
in  the  special  circumstances  provided  for  in  Section  392  (3)  of  the  Dundee 
Corporation  (Consolidated  Powers)  Order  Confirmation  Act,  1957,  the  Cleans- 
ing Superintendent,  in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  be  authorised  to  cleanse  such  courts,  etc.  as  are 
deemed  necessary,  the  cost  to  be  borne  equally  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  and 
Cleansing  Committees. 

Vital  Statistics : Although  no  records  have  been  broken,  it  will  be  seen 

from  the  statistics  shown  opposite  that  the  health  of  the  City  has  been  main- 
tained at  a satisfactory  level. 

Population  : The  population  of  the  City  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 

General  at  the  middle  of  1967  was  182,284  — a decrease  of  1,460  over  the 
previous  year.  The  natural  increase  of  population  — the  increase  of  births 
over  deaths  — is  1,215. 

Deaths  : The  number  of  deaths  corrected  for  transfers  during  1967  was 
2,064  compared  with  2,356  in  1966.  The  respective  rates  per  1,000  population 
were  11.3  and  12.8.  The  figures  for  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  are 
11.3,  12.3,  12.0  respectively  while  the  death  rate  for  Scotland  is  11.5  and  for 
large  burghs,  11.1.  The  average  age  at  death  during  1967  was  67,  compared 
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with  68  in  1966.  The  proportional  mortality  ratio  which  is  the  number  of 
deaths  at  the  age  of  50  years  and  over  expressed  as  a percentage  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  in  the  population  was  88.9  per  cent.  In  1966  this  figure  was 
87.4  per  cent.  Eight  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis  this  year  (6  pul- 
monary, 2 non-pulmonary),  compared  to  6 (4  pulmonary,  2 non-pulmonary)  last 
year.  Deaths  from  respiratory  conditions  decreased  from  272  in  1966  to  185. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  Influenza  during  the  year  — 17  in  1966.  Deaths 
from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  the  principal  causes  of  all  deaths, 
numbered  764  which  is  105  less  than  the  1966  figure.  The  number  of  malignant 
deaths  — 469  — shows  a decrease  of  28  compared  with  the  1966  figure  of  497. 
Cancer  of  the  respiratory  system  accounted  for  125  of  these  (103  males  and 
22  females).  Deaths  from  unnatural  causes  remain  high  — accidents  in  the 
home  58  (49),  motor  vehicle  accidents  23  (31)  and  suicides  22  (20).  The  1966 
figures  are  shown  in  brackets. 

Infant  Deaths  : The  1967  figure  of  19  per  1,000  births  is  slightly  higher 
than  in  1966,  but  is  the  lowest  of  the  four  Counties  of  Cities.  The  undernoted 
table  gives  an  indication  of  the  progressive  reduction  in  the  number  of  infant 


deaths  over  the  years. 

No.  of  Live 

Total  Infant 

Infant  Death  Rate 

it  ear 

Births 

Deaths 

(per  1,000  live  airths) 

1967 

3,279 

62 

19 

1957 

3,453 

83 

24 

1947 

4,169 

291 

70 

1937 

3,125 

272 

87 

1927 

3,517 

485 

138 

1917 

— 

— 

135 

1907 

4,542 

673 

148 

1897 

4,821 

935 

194 

Stillbirths  : There  were  36  stillbirths  (corrected  for  transfer)  compared 
with  37  in  1966.  A fuller  report  on  the  Infant  Deaths  and  Stillbirths  is  contained 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section. 

Maternal  Deaths:  During  1967  there  was  1 maternal  death  giving  a 
maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.3.  There  were  2 maternal  deaths  during  1966. 

Births : There  were  3,279  births  (corrected  for  transfer)  compared  with 
3,338  in  1966.  The  1967  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  was  18.0  compared 
with  18.2  last  year. 

Illegitimate  Births  : In  1967  there  were  386  illegitimate  births,  represent- 
ing a rate  of  1 1 .8  per  100  live  births.  The  1966  figure  was  9.8. 

Smallpox  Vaccinations  : The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  during 
1967  decreased  from  2,630  to  2.399.  85  children  under  the  age  of  one  year 
were  vaccinated,  the  same  number  as  last  year.  In  addition.  1,019  persons  were 
re-vaccinated  compared  with  974  in  1966.  No  special  clinics  were  held  this  year, 
but  vaccination  was  offered  routinely  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  by  general 
medical  practitioners. 
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Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  : During  the 

year,  immunisation  records  were  received  in  respect  of  the  undernoted  children 
who  completed  the  full  course  of  immunisation. 

Diphtheria  — 

Tetanus  153 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  — • 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  56 

Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough  2,642 

Pertussis  2 


Poliomyelitis  Immunisation  : The  record  of  persons  receiving  a full  basic 


course  of  immunisation  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

Children  born  in  1967  620 

Children  bom  in  1966  1,342 

Children  born  in  1965  129 

Children  bom  in  1964  56 

Children  bom  in  1963  32 

Children  born  in  1962  81 

Children  bom  in  1961  18 

Children  and  young  persons  bom  in  years  1943-1960  25 

Young  persons  born  in  years  1933-1942  57 

Others  7 

TOTAL  ...„ 2,367 


Pareuts  continue  to  be  advised  by  the  district  health  visitors  and  by  press 
advertisement  of  the  importance  of  ensuring  that  their  families  are  completely 
protected  from  this  disease. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  : During  the  year  20  schools  were  visited,  and  the 
following  figures  include  nurses,  medical  students,  contacts,  newborn  babies 
and  others,  as  well  as  school  children. 


1967 

1966 


Tuberculin  Tested 
M.  F.  Total 


2,357  2,779  5,136 
2,557  2,513  5,070 


Negative  Reactors 
M.  F.  Total 


1,454  1,760  3,214 
1,653  1,573  3,226 


Vaccinated 
M.  F.  Total 

1,349  1,617  2,966 
1,635  1,560  3,195 


Venereal  Diseases  : The  following  details  of  new  cases  during  the  year 

have  been  supplied  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre  : — 


1967 

1966 

1965 


Syphilis  Chancroid  Gonorrhoea 
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Information  about  the  Treatment  Centre  is  usually  displayed  on  notices  placed 
in  public  lavatories.  When  requested,  health  visitors  assist  in  following  up 
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suspected  sources  of  infection  and  new  suspected  cases.  In  the  Port  Health 
work  of  the  Department,  special  emphasis  is  paid  to  the  passing  of  information 
about  treatment  facilities  to  the  master  of  incoming  ships. 

Tuberculosis : The  number  of  cases  confirmed  to  be  suffering  from  active 
respiratory  tuberculosis  was  46,  27  males  and  19  females.  Last  year’s  figure  was 
64,  38  males  and  26  females. 

The  non-respiratory  cases  confirmed  this  year  numbered  10,  7 males  and 
3 females.  Last  year’s  figure  was  30,  9 males  and  21  females.  The  site  of  disease 
in  this  year’s  non-respiratory  cases  included  1 with  bones  and  joint  infection. 
3 with  superficial  glands  affected  and  6 genito-urinary. 

The  number  of  new  pulmonary  cases  admitted  to  hospital  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  was  32,  21  males  and  11  females.  There  were  8 T.B. 
deaths  during  the  year,  6 pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary,  and  the  average 
age  of  death  is  64  years. 

The  number  of  known  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  1,400,  and  non-respiratory  191.  Details  of  these  in  sex  and  age  groups 
are  as  follows  : — 
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Non-Respiratory 

M. 

— 

— 

5 

17 

13 

16 

11 

4 

5 

71 

F. 

— 

— 

7 

11 

30 

31 

21 

10 

10 
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During  the  year  24  cases  of  tuberculosis  (8  of  which  were  new  cases)  who 
were  certified  by  Medical  Officers  to  be  in  need  of  extra  nourishment  were 
granted  additional  milk.  The  health  visitor  who  is  seconded  full-time  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  attended  the  Chest  and  Heart  Association  meeting  in  Eastbourne 
from  4th  to  7th  April,  1967. 

Home  Nursing : The  Dundee  Sick  Nursing  Society  and  the  Broughty 
Ferry  Nursing  Association  continued  their  important  work  on  behalf  of  the 
Local  Authority.  During  the  year  the  Dundee  Sick  Nursing  Society  moved  to 
new  premises  at  1/2  Russell  Place. 

A detailed  abstract  of  the  work  is  as  follows  : — 


Home  Nursing 

New  cases  notified  during  the 

year 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

Patients  under  65  }ears 

749 

901 

1,105 

1.293 

1.137 

1.373 

1.636 

Patients  over  65  years 

1,009 

1,097 

1,111 

1,145 

1,167 

1,146 

1,115 

1,758 

1.998 

2,216 

2,438 

2,304 

2,519 

2,751 

1.  Cases  under  treatment  at  31st  December,  1966  772 

New  Cases  reported  during  1967  1.758 


2,530 
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Cases  removed  from  register  during  the  year: — 


(a)  Convalescent  1,142 

(b)  Removed  to  hospital  418 

(c)  Transferred  — 

(d)  Died  184 


Total  number  of  cases  on  register  at  31st  December,  1967  786 

2.  Total  number  of  nursing  visits  during  the  year  1967  73,958 

3.  Details  of  new  cases  registered  during  the  year  1967: — 


(a)  Nature  of  Treatment  Required  : 

Total 

Age 

0-4 

Grouping 

5-15 

16-64 

65  + 

General  Cases  

286 

— 

1 

45 

240 

Dressings  

491 

26 

19 

202 

244 

Blanket  Baths  

121 

2 

— 

20 

99 

Enemas  

215 

2 

12 

73 

128 

Penicillin  injections  

249 

24 

13 

155 

57 

Insulin  injections  

29 

— 

2 

9 

18 

Other  injections  

309 

2 

2 

130 

175 

Other  treatment  

58 

2 

— 

8 

48 

Total  

1,758 

58 

49 

642 

1,009 

(b)  Main  Conditions  and  Age  Groupings  of  New  Cases  : 

Total 

0-4 

5-15 

16-64 

65  + 

1. 

Tuberculosis  

15 

— 

— 

14 

1 

2. 

Other  infectious  diseases  

18 

— 

— 

8 

10 

3. 

Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm  .... 

166 

— 

1 

66 

99 

4. 

Asthma  

6 

— 

— 

5 

1 

5. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

30 

— 

2 

10 

18 

6. 

Vascular  Disease  

140 

— 

— 

29 

111 

7. 

Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases 

47 

2 

— 

28 

17 

8. 

Diseases  of  heart  and  arteries 

98 

— 

— 

19 

79 

9. 

Diseases  of  the  veins 

47 

— 

— 

12 

35 

10. 

Upper  respiratory  diseases  

73 

6 

8 

52 

7 

11. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

112 

13 

2 

43 

54 

12. 

Constipation  

189 

2 

11 

67 

109 

13. 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

106 

2 

4 

50 

50 

14. 

Diseases  of  urinary  system  and  male 
genital  organs  

36 

3 



13 

20 

15. 

Diseases  of  breast  and  female  genital 
organs  

61 



_ 

52 

9 

16. 

Diseases  of  skin  and  subcutaneous 
tissues  

158 

10 

10 

76 

62 

17. 

Diseases  of  bones,  joints  and  muscles 

68 

— 

— 

28 

40 

18. 

Injuries 

130 

14 

9 

35 

72 

19. 

Senility  

110 

— 

— 

— 

110 

20. 

Other  conditions  

148 

6 

2 

35 

105 

Total  

1,758 

58 

49 

642 

1,009 
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4.  Nursing  requisites 

issued  during  year.- 

1 Mackintosh 

1 Bed  Rest 

6 Commodes 

1 Cradle 

4 Back  Rests 

1 Air  Ring 

7 Urinals 

1 Syringe 

4 Cages 

8 Bed  Pans 

2 Wheelchairs 

5.  Stafling: — 

Aver&f* 

Superintendent 

1 

Nurses  (whole-time) 

20 

Nurses  (part-time) 

2 

There  are  no  home 

nurses  attached  to  general  medical  practices. 

Nursing  Equipment : as  suppiled  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department: — 

Bedpans 

80 

Air  Rings 

48 

Rubber  Sheets 

68 

Safety  Bed  Rail 

1 

Feeding  Cup 

1 

Wheelchairs 

17 

Fracture  Boards 

12 

Bed  Cages 

26 

Urinals 

40 

Plastic  Incontinence 

Bed  Rests 

55 

Pants  and  Pads 

25  (cases) 

Commodes 

98 

The  number  of  articles  issued  number  471,  an  increase  of  80  on  the  1966 

figure  of  391. 

Welfare  Foods  : The  sale  of  National  Dried  Milk  continues  to  fall,  and 

there  is  a drop  in  the  sale  of  Vitamin  Tablets  and  Cod  Liver  Oil.  Details  are  as 

undernoted  : — 

National 

Dried  Milk 

Orange  Juice 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

Vitamins 

1%4  29,609 

39,751 

5,689 

3,457 

1965  26,739 

47,509 

5,839 

4,122 

1966  20,873 

55,178 

5,932 

3,581 

1967  18,115 

56,127 

5,008 

3,444 

Infectious  Diseases  : For  the  second  year  in  succession,  I can  report  a 

decrease  in  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  to  the  Department.  The  total  for 
the  year  was  1,430  (718  males  and  712  females)  compared  with  1.699  in  the 
previous  year  and  2,211  in  1965.  The  numbers  admitted  to  hospital  showed  a 
corresponding  decrease  to  557. 

Enteric  Infections : One  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  1967.  Tins  is 
the  24  year  old  Pakistani  Radio  Officer  whose  case  is  reported  in  more  detail 
in  the  Port  Health  Section. 

There  were  no  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever. 

One  paratyphoid  B carrier  remains  under  surveillance  and  she  has  con- 
tinued to  give  positive  specimens. 

Food  Poisoning  : 85  cases  were  notified,  occurring  in  9 separate  incidents. 
The  total  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  7 cases  notified  in  1966.  Of  this  year's 
total,  however,  71  cases  occurred  in  a single  incident. 


In  September,  7 members  of  staff  and  64  residents  in  a large  Old  People’s 
Home  developed  an  illness  characterised  by  abdominal  pain  and  profuse 
diarrhoea.  Among  the  more  frail  residents,  the  illness  was  of  considerable 
severity,  but  there  were  no  fatal  cases.  Specimens  were  obtained  from  21  cases 
and  from  6 of  these  a heat-resistant  Clostridium  welchii  was  isolated.  The  same 
organism  was  also  isolated  from  the  suspected  source  of  the  outbreak,  cold 
rolled  beef  which  had  been  served  at  the  mid-day  meal. 

Salmonella  typhimurium  was  responsible  for  2 sporadic  cases  and  one 
family  outbreak  involving  2 pre-school  children.  These  3 incidents  appear  to 
have  been  unconnected.  A further  sporadic  case  resulted  from  Salmonella 
dublin  infection. 

Staphylococcus  aureus  was  isolated  from  specimens  from  a man  who 
developed  an  acute  illness  within  2 hours  of  a meal  in  an  industrial  canteen. 
Two  other  sporadic  cases  had  the  appearance  of  staphylococcal  food  poisoning 
but  no  organisms  were  isolated. 

No  organisms  were  isolated  from  affected  members  of  a family  outbreak 
involving  2 adults  and  4 children.  All  the  affected  persons  had  eaten  a mince 
pie  and  the  only  unaffected  member  of  the  family  had  not.  Unfortunately,  by 
the  time  this  outbreak  was  notified,  it  was  too  late  to  carry  out  adequate 
investigations. 

Dysentery:  Notifications  increased  from  207  in  1966  to  333  in  1967. 
It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  the  year’s  figures  are  still  well  below  the  1 965 
figure  of  631.  The  increase  resulted  mainly  from  two  outbreaks  in  March  and 
April  involving  Day  Nurseries,  where  the  spread  of  this  infection  is  notoriously 
difficult  to  control. 

Mention  was  made  in  my  last  Report  that  a highly  resistant  strain  of 
Shigella  sonnei  had  spread  into  the  City  from  the  surrounding  county  area  and 
we  feared  that  this  strain  might  replace  the  more  sensitive  strain  we  had 
previously  known  in  Dundee.  These  fears  were  accentuated  when  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  resistant  strain  was  responsible  for  both  of  the  Day  Nursery 
outbreaks,  but  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  organism  gave  little 
trouble  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

Flexner  dysentery  had  re-appeared  in  the  City  in  August,  1966,  and 
sporadic  cases  continued  to  occur  in  the  first  quarter  of  1967.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year,  a large  outbreak  occurred  in  a hospital  which  is  outwith  the 
City  boundary  but  which  serves  the  City  population  and  Flexner  dysentery 
appeared  in  the  City,  once  again,  from  November  onwards.  The  latter  cases 
have  all  been  connected  with  the  hospital  outbreak.  In  all,  26  cases  of  bacterio- 
logically  proven  Flexner  dysentery  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever:  There  were  105  cases,  25  of  whom  required  hospital 
admission.  Although  the  total  shows  a decrease  from  140  cases  in  the  previous 
year,  the  comparison  of  the  figures  over  the  past  few  years  reveals  no  significant 
trends. 
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Erysipelas : There  were  12  cases,  compared  with  8 in  the  previous  year. 
Maximum  incidence  was  in  the  45-65  years  age  group  in  which  there  were  9 
cases.  A further  2 cases  were  over  65  years.  No  fatal  cases  were  reported. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  : Numbers  decreased  from  9 cases  in  1966 
to  4 cases  in  1967. 

Meningococcal  Infection : There  were  only  6 reported  cases  compared 
with  28  in  the  previous  year.  One  fatal  case  of  meningococcal  septicaemia  was 
reported  in  a 6 months  old  child. 

Measles  : Since  the  disease  is  not  notifiable,  we  have  to  rely  on  informa- 
tion from  schools,  hospitals  and  other  sources  and,  consequently,  our  figures 
underestimate  the  true  position.  However,  they  provide  a useful  indication  of 
trends.  The  total  number  of  cases  reported  for  the  year  was  100,  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  510  cases  reported  in  the  previous  year.  This  decrease  is  mainly 
responsible  for  the  decrease  in  the  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 
We  would  expect  a much  larger  number  of  cases  of  measles  in  1968  and  it  will 
be  of  interest  to  see  how  the  proposed  immunisation  programme  affects  the 
incidence  in  the  City. 

Rubella  (German  Measles) : Information  is  received  in  the  same  ways 

as  in  the  case  of  measles.  There  were  125  reported  cases  (105  in  1966). 

Whooping  Cough  : Notifications  increased  from  65  in  1966  to  207  in  the 
year  under  review. 

Chickenpox : With  398  cases,  this  was  the  most  frequently  reported 
disease  in  the  year.  The  figure  for  1966  was  240. 

Pneumonia : Although  the  number  of  cases  (260)  shows  a considerable 
decrease  from  the  previous  year  (351),  pneumonia  remains  one  of  the  most 
frequently  occurring  infectious  diseases.  Admission  to  hospital  was  necessary 
in  213  of  the  cases.  No  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia  was  notified.  (20  had 
been  notified  in  1966). 

Only  29  cases  were  notified  in  the  15-45  years  age  group:  100  cases  were 
under  15  years  and  89  cases  were  over  65  years. 

Brucellosis : One  case  of  brucellosis  was  reported.  He  was  a young 
studert  who  had  consumed  untreated  milk  in  various  parts  of  north  and  west 
Scotland.  It  proved  possible  to  trace  only  one  of  the  suppliers  and  subsequent 
testing  of  the  milk  from  this  herd  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Psittacosis : One  case  of  this  interesting  condition  was  reported.  The 
woman  concerned  had  recently  acquired  a budgerigar  which  was  subsequently 
found  to  be  affected. 

Viral  Infectious  Hepatitis : Over  recent  years,  there  has  been  evidence 
that  this  disease  has  been  increasing  in  incidence  throughout  the  country  and 


13 


the  numbers  requiring  admission  to  King’s  Cross  Hospital  indicated  that  the 
disease  presented  an  important  public  health  problem  in  the  City  at  the  present 
time.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  considerable  numbers  of  cases  were  reported 
in  the  eastern  sector  of  the  City  and  other  major  housing  areas  became  affected 
as  the  year  progressed.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  disease  was  not  notifiable 
and  that  no  arrangements  had  been  made  for  cases  to  be  reported  by  schools, 
95  cases  came  to  our  notice  in  the  first  9 months  of  the  year. 

In  view  of  the  need  to  study  this  disease  further,  the  Corporation  of 
Dundee  decided  to  make  it  a notifiable  disease  in  terms  of  Section  7 of  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889  and  the  Order  came  into  operation 
on  2nd  October.  1967.  In  the  3 months  following  the  introduction  of  notifica- 
tion, 106  notifications  were  received.  In  addition  to  the  opportunity  we  now 
have  to  study  the  epidemiology  of  viral  infectious  hepatitis,  notification  is 
providing  us  with  an  opportunity  to  explain  to  affected  households  how  the 
disease  is  spread  and  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  minimise  spread.  It  is  also 
providing  valuable  information  for  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  information 
which  should  lessen  the  risk  of  hepatitis  following  transfusion  with  blood 
donated  by  an  affected  person. 

The  neighbouring  authorities  of  Perth  Burgh,  Perth  County,  Angus 
County  and  Arbroath  introduced  notification  on  1st  January,  1968,  and  this 
will  make  it  possible  for  the  disease  to  be  studied  on  a regional  basis. 

Courses  : Dr  R.  G.  Small  attended  a Course  in  the  Epidemiology  of 
Communicable  Diseases  at  the  Department  of  Epidemiology  and  Preventive 
Medicine,  Glasgow,  from  29th  November  to  1st  December. 

Clinic  Premises : Construction  difficulties  have  delayed  the  completion 
of  Happyhillock  Clinic  which  will  not  now  be  ready  for  occupation  until  early 
1968.  However,  considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  the  rest  of  our  clinic 
programme.  Ardler  Clinic  plans  and  costs  have  been  approved;  work  has 
started  on  the  extension  alterations  to  Broughty  Ferry  Clinic  and  a shop  bay 
has  been  purchased  at  East  Balgillo  for  mini-clinic  facilities  for  this  area;  a 
contract  has  been  placed  for  a new  clinic  at  Menzieshill  which  is  part  of  a 
large  project  which  includes  library,  police  and  public  convenience  facilities; 
approval  was  given  for  the  replacement  of  the  existing  clinic  at  Camperdown 
by  a purpose  built  building  and  sketch  plans  and  costs  were  approved  for  a 
new  clinic  at  Kirkton  which  will  form  part  of  the  Community  Centre  for  the 
area. 


Chiropody:  At  31st  December  the  number  of  patients  receiving  treat- 

ment was  5,340,  an  increase  of  476  over  the  previous  year.  Details  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Corns  and 
Callosities 

Nail  Conditions 

Bunions 

Septic  Conditions  Totals 

New  Cases 

486 

287 

11 

6 

790 

Re-Visits 

15,859 

6,231 

519 

232 

22,841 

16,345 

6,518 

530 

238 

23,631 

14 


Domiciliary  treatments  amounted  to  4,028  and  are  included  in  the  above 
total. 

Treatments  of  23,631  exceeded  last  year’s  total  by  4,603.  It  is  still  almost 
impossible  to  obtain  the  services  of  full-time  staff,  but  fortunately,  there  appears 
to  be  no  shortage  of  chiropodists  willing  to  undertake  part-time  work.  The 
Chief  Chiropodist  attended  a three-day  refresher  course  at  the  Edinburgh  Foot 
Hospital  from  10th  to  12th  April  and  from  the  13th  to  15th  April  he  attended 
the  Society  of  Chiropodists  Annual  Conference  which  was  also  held  in 
Edinburgh. 

Day  Nurseries:  Attendances  for  1967  were  slightly  down  from  the 
previous  year  due  mainly  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  an  outbreak  of 
dysentery  in  the  Spring  of  the  year.  There  is  a constant  demand  for  accommoda- 
tion for  the  under  two  years  of  age  group  and  illegitimate  babies  are  sometimes 
3-4  months  on  the  waiting  list  before  places  can  be  found  for  them.  There  is 
also  an  increasing  number  of  applications  for  admission  of  children  of  parents 
who  have  separated.  Trained  Nursery  Nurses  are  still  in  short  supply.  During 
the  year  Fife  Nursery  Nurse  Students  in  training  attended  Dundee  day  nurseries 
for  practical  training  in  baby  work  and  for  their  practical  examinations.  Visitors 
also  included  nurses  in  general  training.  The  Nursery  Superintendent  is  a 
member  of  the  newly  formed  Scottish  Nursery  Nurses’  Examination  Board, 
and  is  also  a member  of  the  committee  set  up  to  revise  the  syllabus  of  practical 
training  for  Nursery  Nurses,  a member  of  the  examination  committee  and  a 
practical  examiner.  Two  senior  Nursery  Matrons  are  also  practical  examiners. 
The  Nursery  Superintendent  attended  a weekend  conference  at  Scarborough 
at  the  Corporation’s  expense.  Work  has  started  on  the  new  Dallfield  Day 
Nursery  which  will  replace  the  nursery  in  Dudhope  Street  which  is  to  be  de- 
molished. During  the  year  it  was  also  agreed  to  acquire  a site  within  the  Kirk 
Street  Comprehensive  Development  Area  for  a replacement  nursery  for  the 
one  in  Flight’s  Lane  which  is  to  be  demolished. 

Re-Housing  on  Medical  Grounds : The  following  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and  for  comparison  purposes,  the  previous  year’s  figures  are 


shown  : — 

1966  1967 

New  applications  considered 1,414  1,200 

Cases  reviewed  452  400 


Totals  1,866  1,600 


Outright  Priority  awarded  22  19 

Secondary  Priority  awarded  307  269 

Pointage  awarded  714  559 

No  additional  pointage  awarded  84 

Not  supported  122  61 


1,165  992 


15 


Exchanges  supported 

Brought  forward  1,165 

84 

992 

84 

Exchanges  not  supported 

5 

3 

Transfers  supported 

1,254 

328 

1,079 

254 

Transfers  not  supported 

284 

267 

Totals  

1,866 

1,600 

In  December,  1967,  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  agreed  that 
applications  on  medical  grounds  for  transfer  from  one  Corporation  house  to 
another  be  dealt  with  in  a similar  manner  to  the  cases  of  applications  in  the 
Health  Priority  Group,  namely  that  Outright  Priority  be  granted  in  instances 
where  the  medical  situations  warrant  urgent  re-housing  and  that  other  cases 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Pointage  Scheme  — with  awards  up  to  20  points  — 
similar  to  that  now  in  use  for  the  Secondary  Priority  List.  The  adoption  of  this 
method  would  enable  the  City  Factor  to  re-house  each  case  according  to  the 
medical  grading  thereof,  instead  of  the  present  method  which  is  based  on  the 
date  of  the  award  of  the  priority.  Unlike  the  Secondary  Priority  Scheme  for 
waiting  list  cases,  it  was  decided  that  some  recognition  should  be  taken  of  the 
length  of  time  an  applicant’s  name  has  been  on  the  Pointage  Priority  Transfer 
List  and  it  was  decided  that  one  point  be  awarded  for  each  6 months  of  waiting 
time  from  the  date  of  receipt  by  the  City  Factor  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  recommendation. 

Health  Visiting : The  staff  situation  in  this  service  continues  to  give 
concern,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  setting  up  of  the  Health  Visiting  Training 
School  at  the  Duncan  of  Jordanstone  College  of  Art  will  attract  nurses,  includ- 
ing married  nurses,  to  take  the  Health  Visiting  Certificate  and  through  time 
the  position  should  improve.  There  are  five  students  in  training  this  year.  The 
Family  Helper  Service  which  was  officially  recognised  in  1967  is  being  de- 
veloped and  increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  staff  of  eight  Helpers  who 
really  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the  work  they  do  helping  families  who 
have  difficulties  of  one  kind  or  another.  During  the  year,  208  families  received 
help  and  a total  of  3,138  visits  were  made.  Student  training  took  up  a consider- 
able amount  of  Health  Visitors’  time  during  1967.  There  were  106  Student 
Nurses  seconded  to  us  from  the  Eastern  Region  Hospitals  for  Public  Health 
experience  as  well  as  medical  students  and  others.  Several  new  facets  of  Health 
Visiting  work  have  emerged  in  1967  and  these  include  the  urine  testing  for 
five  year  old  girls;  eye  testing  for  all  five  year  old  children;  and  the  visitation 
of  women  in  an  endeavour  to  interest  them  in  accepting  the  screening  for 
cervical  cancer.  The  Health  Visitors  have  experimented  quite  successfully  with 
evening  mothercraft  classes,  a Mothers’  Club  and  a creche  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  great  scope  in  all  these  fields  for  the  Health  Visitor.  In 
many  branches  of  the  Health  Visitor's  work  a great  deal  of  help  comes  from 
our  part-time  married  nurses  some  of  whom  hope,  eventually,  to  train  as 
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Health  Visitors.  During  1967,  two  Health  Visitors  attended  a two  weeks’ 
course  in  Field  Work  Instruction  in  St.  Andrews;  four  Health  Visitors  a one 
week  refresher  course  in  Edinburgh;  two  Health  Visitors  a Summer  School  in 
St.  Andrews;  and  one  Health  Visitor  a course  in  Family  Psychiatry  in  Ipswich. 
These  breaks  in  the  day  to  day  routine  of  work  are  most  valuable  in  maintain- 
ing the  alertness  and  interest  of  staff  who  are  grateful  to  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Committee  for  their  continued  generosity. 

During  the  year,  the  following  home  visits  were  undertaken  : — 

Home  Visits  Home  Visits 


Ante-Natal 

10,388 

T.B  Cases 

1,362 

Post-Natal 

3,837 

Nursery  investigations 

494 

Children  under  1 year 

21,263 

Mentally  sub-normal 

816 

Children  1-5  years 

52,456 

Psvchiatric  after-care 

382 

School  Children 

2,596 

Geriatrics 

4,620 

Infectious  disease 

759 

Other  hospital  after-care 

136 

Infectious  disease  contacts 

1,293 

Problem  families 

757 

Housing 

821 

Home  accidents 

762 

Fostering  and  adoption 

97 

Cervical  Cytology 

2,455 

Total  Visits  — 105,294 

Wasted  Visits  - 

- 24,444  Homes  Visited  - 

-74,261 

There  are  no  Health  Visitors  attached  to  general  medical  practitioners  in 
Dundee. 

Domestic  Help  Service  : During  the  year  the  total  number  of  households 
receiving  the  services  of  domestic  helps  was  1,712  including  short  term  cases. 
Of  1,053  new  applications  received,  859  were  granted  and  of  these  1 was  T.B., 
6 ante-natal,  43  confinement,  30  post-natal  and  770  in  respect  of  old  age  and 
chronic  sickness.  April  and  November  were  the  months  when  most  help  was 
given,  870  households  receiving  help. 

As  at  31st  December,  1967,  864  households  were  receiving  help,  compared 
with  853  in  1966.  Of  the  864  households  receiving  help  at  the  end  of  the  year 
12  (1.4%)  were  T.B.  cases,  25  (2.9%)  were  blind,  70  (8.1%)  were  acute  illness 
cases  and  757  (87.3%)  were  old  age  and  chronic  illness.  Of  these  cases.  41 
(4.7%)  paid  full  cost,  114  (13.2%)  paid  a scaled  charge  and  709  (82.1%) 
received  the  service  free.  Last  year’s  figures  were  26  (3.1%),  321  (37.6%)  and 
506  (59.3%)  paid  the  minimum  charge. 

Following  the  publication  of  the  new  Ministry  of  Social  Security  Act  1966. 
and  a new  scheme  of  supplementary  allowances  and  pensions  to  be  admin- 
istered by  the  Supplementary  Benefits  Commission,  the  Corporation  con- 
sidered that  there  was  no  longer  a good  case  for  a minimum  charge  being  made 
to  applicants,  particularly  old  age  pensioners,  who  were  receiving  Social 
Security  Benefit.  It  was  decided  that  in  cases  where  there  is  no  other  wage 
earner  in  the  household  and  the  applicant  is  in  receipt  of  Social  Security 
Benefit,  or  where  the  applicant's  income  or  means  are  so  limited  that  to  pay 
such  a charge  would  be  likely  to  render  him  eligible  for  Social  Security  Benefit, 
the  Service  be  provided  free  of  charge.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  this 
decision  was  taken  in  February.  1967.  the  number  of  applicants  on  Social 
Security  level  who  are  now  receiving  help  free  has  risen  by  203  from  506 
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(59.3%)  to  709  (82.1%).  At  the  same  time,  the  number  of  applicants  paying  a 
scaled  charge  has  fallen  by  207  from  321  to  114. 

The  number  of  home  confinements  where  help  is  requested  is  still  decreas- 
ing, only  43  cases  being  granted.  Post-natal  help  also  fell  by  8 to  30  cases. 

At  31st  December,  1967,  55  full-time  and  190  part-time  domestic  helps 
were  employed.  During  the  year  the  services  of  5 domestic  helps  were  ter- 
minated, 5 retired,  56  left  the  service,  87  were  engaged  and  1 died. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Service  attended  the  Annual  Weekend  School 
for  Home  Help  Organisers  in  Scarborough  from  28th  to  30th  September,  1967. 
This  type  of  meeting  is  most  useful  for  staff  and  provides  an  opportunity  to 
meet  and  discuss  with  the  other  Organisers  from  the  rest  of  the  country, 
problems  common  to  the  Service. 

Port  Health  Administration  : The  number  of  ships  arriving  at  the  Port 

of  Dundee  during  1967  was  291,  compared  with  288  in  1966.  The  Sectional 
Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  gives  details  of  the  action  taken  in 
respect  of  these  vessels.  The  Port  Medical  Officer  visits  on  arrival  : — 

1.  All  ships  on  which  cases  of  illness  are  reported: 

2.  All  ships  coming  from  infected  ports  (unless  clearance  has  already  been 
given  at  an  “ excepted  port  ”); 

3.  All  ships  arriving  direct  from  ports  other  than: — 

(a)  “excepted  ports”  (as  defined  in  the  Public  Health  (Ships)  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1966): 

(b)  ports  in  Norway,  Sweden.  Denmark,  Finland  and  Eire. 

23  such  visits  were  paid  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer,  compared  with  24  in 
1966.  These  vessels  had  arrived  from  ports  in  the  following  countries  : — 

Europe:  USSR. — 5;  Poland  — 4;  Spain  — 2,  Finland — 1;  Belgium  — 2. 

Asia  : Pakistan  — 10. 

Polish  trawlers  were  not  operating  in  St.  Andrews  Bay  this  summer  and 
no  Polish  fishermen  were  disembarked  at  Dundee  for  treatment.  This  accounts 
for  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Port  Medical  Officer  to 
ships  from  Poland.  The  trade  with  Pakistan  was  influenced  by  the  closure  of 
the  Suez  Canal.  As  a result  of  the  longer  voyage  round  The  Cape,  no  vessels 
have  arrived  at  Dundee  within  a month  of  leaving  an  infected  port. 

Only  two  cases  of  illness  in  seamen,  requiring  hospital  admission,  came  to 
our  attention  during  the  year.  A 35  year  old  engineer  from  the  M.V.  “ Gull- 
krona  ” was  taken  to  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary  on  7th  January  with  a history 
of  sudden  onset  of  severe  chest  pain  shortly  before  the  ship  berthed.  Coronary 
thrombosis  was  suspected  but  investigations  were  negative  and  the  man  rejoined 
his  ship  on  19th  January.  The  24  year  old  Radio  Officer  from  M.V.  “Aziz 
Bhatti  ” was  removed  to  King’s  Cross  Hosiptal  on  1 6th  August,  suffering  from 
typhoid  fever.  He  made  an  uneventful  recovery  and  returned  to  Pakistan  on 
27th  September.  The  circumstances  surrounding  this  case  gave  cause  for 
concern  since  the  man  claimed  to  have  been  ill  for  some  time,  yet  the  Master 
of  the  ship  had  not  disclosed  this  fact  to  the  Port  Health  Authorities  at  London 
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(the  first  United  Kingdom  port  at  which  the  vessel  called)  or  Dundee.  The 
matter  was  gone  into  very  thoroughly  with  the  appropriate  authorities. 

No  cases  of  quarantinable  diseases  were  seen  during  this  year. 

Bone  Meal  Imports  : On  21st  November,  information  was  received  that 
dockers  at  Cardiff  were  refusing  to  handle  cargoes  of  bone  meal,  following  a 
case  of  anthrax,  and  pointing  to  the  likelihood  that  traffic  might  be  diverted 
to  other  ports.  Between  5th  and  15th  December,  three  cargoes  of  bone  meal, 
bone  grist  or  crushed  bones,  amounting  to  approximately  800  tons,  arrived  at 
Dundee.  There  was  considerable  unrest  amongst  the  dockers  about  handling 
these  cargoes  and  one  of  the  three  ships  sailed  for  the  continent  with  approxi- 
mately 400  tons  still  on  board.  All  dockers  handling  the  cargoes  were  provided 
with  appropriate  protective  clothing  and  the  Port  Medical  Officer  examined 
all  dockers  handling  cargoes,  at  intervals  of  five  to  seven  days  after  exposure 
to  risk.  In  all,  15  samples  were  taken  from  these  cargoes  and  from  eight  of 
the  samples,  B.  anthracis  was  isolated,  positive  results  being  obtained  from  all 
three  cargoes.  Consignees  were  informed  of  the  results  of  our  investigations.  No 
cases  of  anthrax  resulted.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  action  taken  with  regard 
to  these  cargoes  will  have  reminded  all  concerned  that  bone  meal  from  Pakistan 
is  a potentially  dangerous  commodity,  the  handling  of  which  demands  high 
standards  of  care.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attended  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  the  Association  of  Sea  and  Airport  Health  Authorities  of  The  British 
Isles  which  was  held  at  London  from  7th  to  9th  June.  The  continued  co- 
operation of  the  Tay  Pilots,  H.M.  Customs  and  Waterguard  of  local  shipping 
agents  is  acknowledged  with  gratitude. 

Medical  Arrangements  for  Long-Stay  Immigrants  : Arrangements  have 

proceeded  in  accordance  with  the  scheme  outlined  in  my  Report  for  1965.  The 
statistics  for  1967  are  given  in  the  following  table,  in  which  the  figures  in 


brackets  refer  to  children  accompanying  an  adult  immigrant. 

Country  of  Origin 

Notified  bv 
Port  ol  Entry 

Successful 

contact  made 

X-rayed 

Untraced 

Commonwealth 

PAKISTAN 

19  (2) 

14  (2) 

14 

5 

HONG-KONG 

9 (4) 

8 (4) 

8 

1 

INDIA 

5 (2) 

3 (2) 

3 

2 

GHANA 

2 

2 

2 



LESOTHO 

2 

2 

2 



WEST  INDIES 

2 

2 

2 



AUSTRALIA 

1 

1 

. 

_____ 

MAURITIUS 

1 



, 

1 

TANZANIA 

1 

1 

1 

Non-Commonwealth 

ITALY 

2 

2 

2 

— 

TOTAL 

44  (8) 

35  (8) 

34 

9 

(Totals  for  1966) 

33  (12) 

32  (12) 

30 

1 
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A relatively  high  proportion  of  the  immigrants  notified  to  us  had  not 
been  traced  by  the  date  of  writing  this  report.  The  initial  contact  is  made  by 
a medical  officer  and  there  was  an  acute  shortage  of  medical  staff  in  the 
autumn,  the  period  when  notifications  reach  a peak.  In  many  cases,  it  was  not 
possible  to  attempt  to  make  contact  for  several  weeks  after  notification,  by 
which  time  quite  a number  had  left  their  original  address  and  of  these,  9 were 
never  traced. 

Once  again,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  considerable  success  in  our  arrange- 
ments for  the  radiological  examination  of  immigrants  and  the  tuberculin 
testing  of  their  children.  Of  the  34  x-rayed,  13  were  x-rayed  after  arrival  in 
Dundee,  10  had  been  x-rayed  at  the  Airport  or  Port  of  Entry  and  1 1 were  able 
to  produce  acceptable  evidence  of  a satisfactory  x-ray  prior  to  departure  from 
the  country  of  origin.  All  children  were  Heaf  tested  and  given  B.C.G.  vaccina- 
tion where  indicated. 

In  all  cases,  contact  was  maintained  with  the  immigrant  until  he  or  she 
had  registered  with  a general  practitioner  who  was  informed  of  all  action 
taken  by  this  Department  in  the  intervening  period. 

In  addition  to  immigrants  who  were  notified  to  us  by  the  Port  of  Entry, 
we  learned  by  other  means  of  3 (5)  from  Pakistan,  2 from  Ghana  and  1 from 
Tanzania.  The  case  of  the  2 Ghanaians  presented  some  difficulty  since  they 
had  entered  the  country  on  a short-stay  permit  and  clearly  intended  to  remain 
as  long-stay  residents.  The  appropriate  Central  Government  Department  was 
informed  and  the  necessary  action  taken.  All  of  these  immigrants  were  x-rayed. 

Tuberculosis  in  Immigrants : A 43  year  old  man  from  Hong-Kong  was 

notified  as  a case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  following  his  initial  chest  x-ray 
on  entering  the  country. 

One  Pakistani  man  was  notified  as  a case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
having  been  in  U.K.  for  2 years;  and  one  Indian  man  who  had  lived  in  U.K. 
for  many  years. 

A 10  year  old  Pakistani  boy,  who  had  been  in  U.K.  for  approximately 
1 year,  presented  with  a primary  tuberculosis  and  a 19  year  old  Pakistani  youth 
with  a tuberculous  cervical  adenitis. 

Immigrants  Arriving  at  Port  of  Dundee  : Two  Pakistani  male  immigrants 

entered  the  country  through  the  Port  of  Dundee  during  1967.  The  appropriate 
Health  Authorities  were  notified. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

In  the  care  of  the  mentally  disordered,  nation  wide  emphasis  has  been 
laid  on  community  care  and  this  has  influenced  local  policy  increasingly  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  As  in  previous  years  while  the  Mental  Health  Section  is 
concerned  primarily  with  mental  disorder  and  its  prevention,  other  branches 
of  the  Department  are  involved  in  various  areas  of  this  subject.  The  child 
health  service  has  responsibility  in  the  care  of  the  mentally  disordered  school 
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age  child  and  there  is  over-lap  between  the  Welfare  and  Mental  Health 
Sections  in  the  care  of  the  elderly,  who  comprise  a steadily  increasing  pro- 
portion of  the  mentally  ill  both  in  hospital  and  in  the  community. 

Staff : Many  changes  in  staffing  of  the  Section  have  taken  effect  during 
the  year.  Two  mental  welfare  officers,  who  had  been  on  the  staff  for  two  or 
more  years,  resigned  — one  to  go  into  business,  and  one  to  take  further  in- 
hospital  training  in  England  with  qualification  as  a psychiatric  social  worker 
as  her  ultimate  goal.  During  the  summer,  two  young  men  joined  the  staff  as 
trainee  social  workers  in  Mental  Health.  It  is  planned  that  they  will  go  on 
the  Younghusband  Course,  one  in  October,  1968,  and  the  other  to  start  in 
October,  1969.  In  addition,  we  have  the  part-time  services  of  two  ladies;  one, 
who  is  studying  Social  Science  at  the  University  of  Dundee,  spends  three  full 
days  in  the  Department  each  week.  This  arrangement  will,  unfortunately,  end 
at  the  end  of  the  University  session,  1968.  The  other  lady  who  has  had  social 
work  training  and  case  work  experience  previously  in  Edinburgh  fills  in  on 
the  other  two  days  of  each  week.  Together  they  provide  a good  equivalent  to 
an  additional  social  worker.  This  gives  the  Department  five  posts  — a Specialist 
Health  Visitor,  a Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  two  Trainee  Social  Workers 
and  two  part-time  Social  Workers,  an  increase  of  one  post  over  previous  years. 
An  administrative  trainee  has  also  joined  the  staff. 

Repeated  advertisement  in  the  Press  for  a Head  Social  Worker,  qualified 
cither  as  a Psychiatric  Social  Worker  or  as  a Medical  Social  Worker  has  failed 
to  produce  an  applicant.  This  failure  is  a reflection  of  the  national  shortage 
of  trained  social  workers.  As  the  number  of  mental  welfare  workers  in  the 
Department  increases,  it  is  particularly  desirable  that  there  is  a qualified 
director  of  their  activities,  which  duty  cannot  properly  be  filled  by  a doctor 
who  has  no  professional  social  training. 

In  last  year’s  report  it  was  proposed  that  changes  should  be  made  in  the 
medical  administration.  An  S.A.M.O.  post  in  the  Mental  Health  Section 
was  created  and  this  was  filled  in  March  by  Dr  E.  Leslie  Cameron  working 
with  the  assistance  of  Dr  Hilda  Deans,  with  responsibility  for  Mental  Health, 
Tuberculosis,  Housing  Priority  and  the  Superannuation  Scheme.  Dr  Cameron, 
however,  resigned  in  December  to  resume  Hospital  work. 

Staff  Training  : Dr  E.  L.  Cameron,  S.A.M.O..  attended  the  first  summer 
school  of  the  British  Association  of  Social  Psychiatry  held  in  Queen’s  College. 
Oxford,  from  September  24th  - September  30th.  Dr  Cameron  also  attended 
the  Course  “ Introduction  to  Psychiatry  ” arranged  by  the  Glasgow  Post- 
graduate Medical  Board  in  Glasgow  from  November  5th  - November  25th. 

Mr  H.  Hannan.  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  attended  a Symposium  for  Mental 
Health  Officers  in  Edinburgh  from  10th  - 12th  March. 


Services  for  Mental  Defectives : Despite  shortage  of  beds,  short-term 
relief  accommodation  has  still  been  made  available  for  mental  defectives  in 
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Strathmartine  Hospital.  The  number  of  admissions  to  hospital  over  the  year 
shows  a slight  decrease  on  last  year’s  figures.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  out- 
break of  dysentery  in  the  hospital  in  the  late  autumn.  The  break  down  for 


reasons  of  admission  is  fairly  constant. 

Requiring  Long  Term  Care  6 (4) 

Intermediate  Term/Behaviour  Disorder  11  (6) 

For  Investigation  and/or  Assessment  6 (15) 

Short  Term  relief  of  Parents  4 (11) 

Short  Term  relief  during  illness/confinement  2 (3) 

Short  Term  relief  for  holidays  3 (2) 


32  (41) 


(Throughout  this  Section,  numbers  given  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1966). 

Ascertainment : During  1967,  77  names  were  added  to  the  Register,  a 
substantial  rise  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  one  was  subsequently  removed 
following  full  assessment  and  three  have  moved  from  the  area,  their  present 
whereabouts  being  unknown.  The  Child  Health  Service  referred  50  cases,  25 
under  Section  66  and  4 under  Section  65. 

The  remaining  new  cases  were  referred  by  the  following  agencies  : — 


Transferred  in  from  other  areas  3 (3) 

Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals  2 (3) 

Children’s  Department  - 2 (2) 

Paediatric  Unit  2 (1) 

Other  Hospitals  2 (2) 

Housing  A.M.O.H 1 (“) 

Probation  Officer  (other  Social  Work  Agencies) 1 (3) 

Police  - 1 0) 

Nearest  Relative  1 (1) 

General  Practitioners  3 (-) 

Mental  Health  Staff  1 (1) 
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The  referrals  from  general  practitioners  is  a most  encouraging  sign. 

Assessment  Clinic  : The  clinic  arrangements  have  continued  as  in  previ- 

ous reports.  The  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  made  available  the 
services  of  Dr  J.  P.  Mellon,  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  Strathmartine  Hospital, 
and  of  Mrs  Saggar,  Clinical  Psychologist,  for  which  we  are  most  grateful.  Dr 
E.  L.  Cameron  attended  the  assessment  clinics  which  gave  a valuable  additional 
contact  with  mental  defectives  and  their  relatives. 
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No.  of  clinic  sessions  33  (39) 

No.  attending  during  1967  93  (100) 

No.  attending  for  first  visit ...  27  (27) 

Total  No.  of  attendances  118  (144) 

12  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  the  year. 


Guardianship:  At  the  beginning  of  1967,  the  number  of  cases  under 
Guardianship  was  10,  8 resident  in  the  City,  1 in  Glenesk  and  1 at  Barrhead, 
in  which  case  Renfrewshire  kindly  carried  out  the  statutory  visiting  for  us. 
The  number  was  subsequently  reduced  to  8.  One  man  was  admitted  to  Strath- 
martine Hospital  for  long  term  care  on  the  death  of  his  father.  The  other  had 
her  guardianship  terminated  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage  and  removal  to 
England. 

The  cases  under  Guardianship  received  a total  of  35  visits  by  a medical 
officer  and  a further  17  by  mental  welfare  officers. 


Informal  Supervision  : 

No.  of  mentally  defective  persons  visited  during  1967  500  (492) 

No.  of  informal  visits  by  Medical  Officers  61  (65) 

No.  of  informal  visits  by  Health  Visitors  494(1,193) 

No.  of  informal  visits  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  853(1,224) 

Total  No.  of  informal  visits  1,408(2,482) 

No.  of  office  interviews  247  (227) 


The  number  of  informal  visits  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  is  lower  than 
the  previous  year,  due  to  the  fact  that  two  Officers  left  early  in  the  year  and 
it  was  not  until  late  summer  that  two  trainee  Officers  were  appointed  for 
in-training. 

The  continuous  shortage  of  Health  Visitors  still  presents  a problem.  The 
hoped  for  increase  in  the  number  of  Health  Visitors  has  still  not  been  realised 
to  offset  the  more  intensive  work  carried  out  by  the  present  Health  Visitors  to 
mental  defectives. 


Junior  Training  Centre : As  our  own  junior  centre  is  still  ‘ on  paper  \ 
the  arrangements  are  as  in  previous  years.  Severely  handicapped  children,  often 
mentally  and  physically,  attend  Strathmartine  Hospital  School.  Transport  is 
supplied  by  this  Department  and  we  continue  to  have  the  services  of  our  two 
escorts  who  have  a real  care  for  these  children.  We  are  further  indebted  to 
Dr  Smyth  and  Mr  W.  F.  Stewart.  School  Supervisor,  for  their  continued  co- 


operation. 

No.  of  children  attending  at  31st  December,  1966  18 

No.  admitted  during  1967  8 (4  adults) 

No.  discharged  during  1967  2 (1  adult) 

No.  attending  at  31st  December,  1967  22  (3  adults) 


Of  the  children  discharged,  two  were  transferred  to  Coldside  Junior 
Occupational  Centre  and  one  adult  was  re-admitted  to  Strathmartine  Hospital. 


23 


The  adults  enumerated  above  are  all  over  16  years,  who  were  discharged 
from  Strathmartine  Hospital  and  are  on  the  Waiting  List  for  places  in  our 
Senior  Occupational  Centres.  Of  the  remaining  22,  16  had  been  notified  under 
Section  65,  of  the  Education  Scotland  Act,  1962,  3 are  under  5 years  of  age 
and  the  remaining  three  are  children  for  whom  the  Education  Authority  have 
no  provision  so  far. 


Senior  Training  Centre  (1)  39  Constitution  Street : As  the  number  of 

lower  grade  boys  have  increased,  a slight  change  in  programme  of  activities 
has  been  made  to  provide  diversity  of  occupation  for  these  boys.  The  Centre 
has  provided  places  for  42  men  during  the  year,  there  has  been  quite  a con- 
siderable turnover,  and  in  December,  1967,  there  is  only  one  boy  who  is 
waiting  admission.  Others  on  the  waiting  list  have  been  offered  places  and 
refused  them  for  one  reason  or  another. 

Contract  work  has  continued  to  be  the  main  employment,  with  the  dis- 
mantling of  faulty  computer  wheels  and  of  “ Range  Lever  Groups  ” and  the 
processing  of  labels  as  the  items.  8 men  have  been  concerned  with  computer 
wheels  with  some  elementary  wood  work  for  variation.  8 men  have  been  con- 
cerned entirely  with  label  work  and  a large  group  have  done  labels  with  a 
minimum  of  guidance  and  a maximum  of  possible  production. 

“ Range  Lever  Groups  ” dismantled  — 3,100  £39 

Computer  Wheel  Disassembly  — 25,000  £332 

Printed  Labels  — 1,178,500  £360 

A certain  amount  of  traditional  handicraft  work  has  been  done  — ceramic 

flower  pots,  slip  mats,  counting  aids  to  the  value  of  approximately  £176.  The 
total  ‘ income  ’ of  the  Centre  for  the  year  is  in  excess  of  £908.  A most  credit- 
able total. 

Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  garden  this  year.  The  front  lawn  was 
re-sown,  new  paths  were  laid  and  4 dozen  rose  bushes  planted.  12  dozen  bulbs 
have  also  been  put  in  and  there  should  be  a fine  show  in  the  Spring. 

A percussion  band  has  been  started  for  the  lower  grade  boys  and  con- 
siderable emphasis  laid  on  sensory  training. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  all  trainees  have  been  carried  out. 

Three  trainees  were  placed  in  employment  during  the  year.  Three  boys 
were  admitted  to  Strathmartine  Hospital  for  long-term  care.  Two  boys  were 
discharged  for  persistent  absence  from  the  Centre  and  one  for  disruptive 
behaviour.  The  places  were  immediately  filled  with  boys  from  the  waiting 
list  — mainly  in  the  severely  defective  group.  Nevertheless,  all  but  8 boys  can 
work  on  the  contract  activities. 

No.  of  trainees  at  31st  December,  1966  42 

No.  of  admissions  from  Waiting  List  9 

No.  of  discharges  9 

No.  of  trainees  at  31st  December,  1967  42 

No.  on  Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1967  1 
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Staff  Training  : Mr  Greig  undertook  the  first  part  of  the  training  course 

for  instructors  at  Jordanhill  in  May,  1967,  and  will  take  the  second  part  in 
February.  Mr  Lyall  completed  his  training  as  an  instructor  in  February,  1967. 
Mr  M.  G.  B.  Young  became  a Licentiate  of  Trinity  College  of  Music,  London, 
in  January. 


(2)  Mains  Centre : As  reported  previously,  the  emphasis  in  the  Girls’ 

Centre  remains  on  traditional  handcraft  activities  but  a certain  and  ever 
increasing  amount  of  contract  work  for  a local  printing  firm  has  been  obtained. 
Because  of  the  wide  variety  of  activities  in  progress,  the  girls  are  always  use- 
fully employed  with  no  unsettling  pauses.  The  annual  income  from  the  contract 
work  and  handcraft  activities  was  £583. 

The  waiting  list  for  admission  to  the  Girls’  Centre  is  longer  than  that  for 
the  men’s  due  to  the  well-nigh  static  population.  No  girls  have  gone  out  to 


employment. 

No.  attending  at  31st  December,  1966  40 

No.  of  admissions 4 

No.  of  discharges 3 

No.  attending  at  31st  December,  1967  41 

No.  on  Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1967  23 


Of  the  three  women  discharged,  one  was  on  the  grounds  of  prolonged 
non-attendance  and  two  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health. 

Of  the  23  on  the  waiting  list,  10  have  previously  been  offered  places  and 
have  refused;  2 attend  the  Spastic  Centre;  1 has  home  commitments  and  10 
are  waiting  for  places. 


Staff  Training  Changes  : Mrs  McLean  completed  the  course  of  training 

for  supervision  but  resigned  after  the  summer  holidays  to  teach  at  Coldside 
Occupational  Centre. 

Mrs  Smith  attended  the  first  part  of  training  in  May  and  hopes  to  com- 
plete her  course  in  February,  1967. 

Mrs  Ralston  joined  the  staff  in  September. 

Mains  Centre  has  a thriving  Parent/Teacher  Association  which  meets 
during  the  summer  months.  (The  winter  months  are  avoided  due  to  the  location 
of  the  Centre).  £40  have  been  gathered  and  it  is  planned  that  this  will  be  spent 
on  some  piece  of  equipment  such  as  a projector  for  the  Centre. 


Residential  Accommodation  : There  is  still  no  residential  accommoda- 
tion for  mentally  handicapped  persons,  but  the  Dudhope  Gardens  development 
should  be  ready  by  August,  1969.  The  need  for  a hostel  for  mentally  handi- 
capped adults  is  very  great  and  its  eventual  provision  will  alleviate  the  anxiety 
of  many  elderly  parents  of  defectives. 
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Services  for  the  Mentally  111 : The  statistics  from  the  Royal  Dundee  Liff 
Hospital  show  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  admissions  — mostly  for  short 
term  periods,  although  the  number  of  discharges  is  continually  increasing. 


1966  1967 

No.  of  admissions  to  R.D.L.H 1,001  956 

No.  of  discharges  from  R.D.L.H.  919  936 


In  addition  to  the  above  discharges,  there  were  67  deaths  at  the  hospital 
during  the  year. 


Assistance  with  Compulsory  Admissions : Mental  Health  Officers  made 
application  for  the  admission  of  22  patients  dealt  with  under  Section  50  of  the 
Act.  In  1 7 cases  dealt  with  under  Section  24  a Mental  Welfare  Officer  assisted 
with  the  admission  arrangements  at  the  request  of  the  nearest  relative.  The  staff 
were  involved  in  10  police  referrals  which  occurred  mainly  during  the  night 
hours  and  gave  assistance  with  44  cases  admitted  as  emergencies  under  Section 
31  of  the  Act.  This  side  of  the  work  is  increasing  and  extremely  time  consuming 
of  Mental  Welfare  Officers’  “ off  duty  ” periods. 

No  mentally  ill  persons  have  been  placed  under  Guardianship  since  the 
Mental  Health  Act  came  into  operation. 

After-Care  : Liaison  with  the  Royal  Dundee  Liff  Hospital  has  continued 
to  be  helpful  for  both  sides.  The  Specialist  Health  Visitor,  Mental  Welfare 
Officer  and  Dr  Cameron  have  attended  the  weekly  admission  meetings  when 
inter-change  of  information  has  taken  place.  The  S.A.M.O.  has  also  attended 
the  Rehabilitation  Meetings  which  have  been  held  monthly  under  the  chairman- 


ship of  Dr  Rorie. 

No.  of  mentally  ill  visited  during  1967  295  (284) 

No.  of  visits  by  Medical  Officer  23  (12) 

No.  of  visits  by  Health  Visitor  545  (977) 

No.  of  visits  by  Mental  Welfare  Officer  1,371  (1,342) 

Total  No.  of  after-care  visits  2,234(2,615) 

No.  of  office  interviews  496  (348) 


Residential  Accommodation  : Last  year  it  was  reported  that  a site  had 
been  obtained  at  South  Road,  Lochee,  for  the  provision  of  a hostel  to  be  used 
for  psychiatric  after-care  — i.e.,  for  those  patients  who  are  in  hospital  but  who 
do  not  strictly  require  hospital  care;  who  are  not  ready  to  return  directly  to  the 
community.  It  is  intended  as  a relatively  short-stay,  half-way  house  type  of 
hostel  for  those  who  can  go  out  to  work  from  it. 

A brief  report  was  prepared  early  in  1967  and  submitted  to  the  City 
Architect  in  April.  The  Corporation  appointed  Messrs  W.  M.  Patrick  & 
Partners  as  Architects  for  this  project,  and  plans  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department.  The  hostel  will  provide  accommodation 
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for  twenty-four  residents,  catering  for  both  sexes  and  allowing  for  flexibility  in 
the  male/female  ratio. 

The  question  of  hostel  accommodation  for  the  elderly  mentally  ill  was 
discussed  by  the  Officer  Committee.  It  was  felt  generally  that  this  need  did  not 
justify  the  provision  of  separate  hostel  accommodation  but  that  every  effort  to 
accelerate  the  rate  of  building  of  Part  III  accommodation  should  be  made  by 
those  concerned. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  four  Welfare  Homes  have  continued  to  provide 
care  for  43  men  and  57  women  who  show  signs  of  mental  disorder. 

Co-operation  with  Statutory  Agencies : Co-operation  between  the  De- 
partment and  the  two  hospitals  — Royal  Dundee  Liff  Hospital  and  Strath- 
martine  Hospital  — has  been  maintained  and  we  are  grateful  for  the  help  given 
by  Dr  P.  G.  Aungle  and  Dr  H.  G.  Smyth. 

The  Dundee  Joint  Consultative  Committee  for  Mental  Health  has  met  on 
two  occasions  during  1967  in  April  and  December  under  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Convener  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee.  The  Officer  Committee 
has  met  on  five  occasions  and  has  discussed  provision  of  accommodation  for 
the  elderly  mentally  ill,  relapse  rates  among  mentally  ill  especially  as  they 
relate  to  the  need  for  social  workers,  and  provisions  in  the  area  for  treating 
drug  addicts. 

Miss  M.  P.  Carrie,  Specialist  Health  Visitor,  has  continued  to  serve  on 
the  Board  of  Management  of  Dundee  Northern  Hospitals. 

Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Organisations  : Dr  R.  G.  Small  of  the 
Welfare  Section  has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the  Dundee  Association  for 
Mental  Health.  Miss  M.  P.  Carrie  has  continued  to  help  in  the  Friendship  Club. 

Teaching  : Dr  Small  lectures  in  Mental  Health  Administration  to  under- 
graduate and  post-graduate  medical  students  at  The  University  of  Dundee  and 
also  to  the  Course  in  Applied  Social  Studies. 

The  work  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  has  continued  to  feature  in  the 
programme  of  the  Regional  Nurse  Training  Scheme,  all  nurses  receiving 
lectures  on  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  visiting  both  Senior  Training  Centres. 
Male  nurses  are  attached  to  Mental  Welfare  Officers  for  one  day  and  report 
that  they  find  this  a most  interesting  part  of  their  course. 

Dr  Small  has  given  talks  on  Mental  Health  to  two  voluntary  groups,  Miss 
Carrie  to  one  Woman’s  Guild  and  Mrs  Browning  to  7 groups,  one  of  these  to 
nurses  at  Nelson  Street  Clinic,  the  other  6 to  Woman’s  Guilds  in  Dundee. 
Already,  5 talks  have  been  arranged  for  the  first  few  months  of  this  year. 


Future  Plans  : The  transport  arrangements  for  all  trainees  in  our  care 
to  and  from  our  Centres  is  under  review  and  it  is  hoped  that  improvement  on 
existing  arrangements  will  be  made  in  1968. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION  AND  RESEARCH 

In  the  late  Spring  of  1965,  a Health  Education  Unit  was  set  up  in  the  new 
clinic  at  Butterburn,  and  a Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  a Health  Visitor 
and  a Clerkess  were  appointed  to  carry  out  full-time  health  education  and 
research  duties  in  this  department.  As  the  Annual  Report  for  1966  has  shown, 
this  Unit,  though  small,  became  highly  active  and  carried  out  work  of  high 
quality  before,  unfortunately,  the  entire  Unit  was  closed  in  the  Spring  of  1967 
since  all  members  of  its  staff  emigrated,  the  Medical  Officer  securing  advance- 
ment south  of  the  border,  the  others  taking  up  appointments  in  Canada. 

Despite  repeated  efforts  to  recruit  medical  and  nursing  staff  to  bring  this 
Unit  back  into  operation  no  applicants  have  appeared,  and  as  a result  the 
Department’s  health  education  effort  has  been  considerably  curtailed.  Since 
doctors  or  nurses  cannot  be  obtained  to  carry  out  these  duties  full-time,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  add  health  education  to  the  duties  of  those  already  working 
full-time  in  other  fields.  Inevitably,  therefore,  health  education  has  had  to 
compete  with  other  duties  for  staff  and  time,  but  nevertheless  a considerable 
output  has  been  maintained. 

As  before,  the  main  effort  has  been  in  the  field  of  anti-smoking,  since 
cigarette  smoking  is  undoubtedly  the  gravest  avoidable  menace  to  the  peace- 
time health  of  this  nation  since  Cholera  and  Bubonic  Plague  visited  these 
shores.  The  popular  view  taken  in  many  quarters  in  the  past  has  been  that  the 
dangers  of  cigarette  smoking  to  our  people  are  not  so  much  a legislator's 
problem,  as  a matter  for  the  individual  citizen.  He  carries  the  personal 
responsibility  for  smoking  cigarettes,  and  the  decision  to  do  this,  or  not,  must 
rest  with  him  alone.  This  is  a comforting  doctrine  for  the  hapless  and  the 
careless;  for  it  is  open  to  grave  doubt  whether  the  majority  of  cigarette  smokers 
in  this  country  fully  realise  the  potential  implications  of  their  smoking  and  it 
would  be  naive  indeed  to  assume  that  the  average  cigarette  smoker  in  this 
country  knows  enough  about  the  effects  of  cigarette  smoking  to  have  come 
to  a reasoned  decision  in  the  matter  at  all. 

The  essential  point  is  that  full  information  must  be  available  to  cigarette 
smokers  when  and  if  they  want  it,  and  if  they  decide,  sensibly,  that  the  habit 
is  potentially  too  dangerous  to  support,  medical  support  must  be  available 
to  them  as  well.  For  this  reason,  adult  anti-smoking  clinics  have  been  con- 
tinued in  Dundee,  one  of  the  few  Local  Authorities  in  the  country  providing 
this  facility.  As  the  following  table  indicates  289  people  to  date  have  undergone 
courses  of  treatment  in  the  20  clinics  which  have  operated  to  date,  and  of  these 
207  (72%)  have  stopped  smoking  by  the  end  of  the  course.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  many  of  those  attending  the  clinics  had  been  smoking  for  years 
previously,  and  often  heavily,  the  accomplishment  implicit  in  these  figures,  on 
the  part  of  patients  and  staff  alike,  can  perhaps  be  appreciated.  With  increasing 
experience,  it  is  hoped  that  these  clinics  will  become  increasingly  effective  as 
time  passes,  and  that  public  demand  for  their  services  will  continue  to 
increase. 
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Summary  of  Results  of  Twenty  Anti-Smoking  Clinics 


Attended 

Off  at  End 

% Off 

Course  No. 

Course 

Of  Course 

At  End 

1 

8 

5 

63 

2 

16 

7 

44 

3 

18 

9 

50 

4 

14 

3 

21 

5 

11 

5 

45 

6 

6 

6 

100 

7 

16 

10 

63 

8 

25 

14 

56 

9 

14 

10 

71 

10 

10 

10 

100 

11 

4 

4 

100 

12 

21 

21 

100 

13 

19 

14 

74 

14 

15 

13 

87 

15 

11 

11 

100 

16 

29 

25 

86 

17 

21 

21 

100 

18 

8 

5 

63 

19 

14 

10 

71 

20 

9 

4 

44 

289 

207 

72% 

It  is  notoriously  hard  for  a cigarette  smoker  to  stop  smoking  — (though 
the  tale  loses  nothing  in  the  telling,  and  suitable  treatment  can  do  much  to 
help)  — and  it  is  obviously  better  never  to  start.  To  this  end,  a considerable 
effort  has  been  made  in  schools  to  persuade  children  not  to  adopt  the  habit: 
further  reference  is  made  to  this  work  in  the  section  devoted  to  Child  Health. 

In  addition  to  this,  much  effort  is  devoted  to  the  prevention  of  accidents 
under  the  heading  of  health  education;  the  excellent  material  made  available 
by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  is  freely  used  in  our 
clinics  where  the  parents  of  young  children  can  be  suitably  influenced  by 
posters,  booklets  and  leaflets;  such  material  deals,  for  example,  with  the 
dangers  of  accidental  poisoning,  and  inflammable  clothing  in  children,  and 
similar  subjects.  From  time  to  time,  requests  are  received  from  headmasters 
for  talks  upon  specific  subjects  such  as  mothercraft.  and  all  such  requests  are 
willingly  discharged;  it  is  hoped  that  such  requests  will  become  more  numerous 
and  frequent  with  increasing  co-operation  between  the  Education  Authority’s 
teaching  and  medical  staff  in  the  field  of  health  education. 

A criticism  frequently  voiced  of  our  present  National  Health  Service  is 
that  it  concentrates  far  too  much  upon  the  cure  of  established  disease,  and  far 
too  little  about  preventing  disease  in  the  first  place.  One  prominent  Scottish 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  drew  a feeling  analogy  some  time  ago  when  he 
likened  our  approach  to  disease  to  the  hypothetical  problem  presented  by  a 
high  cliff  which  people  were  wont  to  fall  over;  were  our  medical  services  to 
cope  with  this  problem  in  line  with  standard  thinking,  an  ambulance  would  be 
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stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  cliff  instead  of  a fence  at  the  top  ! However,  there 
are  encouraging  signs  that  this  obsolete  philosophy  is  receding,  and  notable 
evidence  of  this  has  been  provided  by  the  requirement  recently  instituted  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  that  all  student  nurses  should  receive  courses 
of  instruction  in  Public  Health  Departments.  In  1967,  6 three  week  courses 
were  provided  in  preventive  medicine  for  student  nurses  from  teaching  hospitals 
in  the  area,  in  which  health  education  was  given  appropriate  prominence. 

In  conclusion,  health  education  played  a significant  part  in  ensuring  the 
continuing  success  of  an  important  programme  coming  under  the  heading  of 
preventive  medicine  — namely  the  screening  of  susceptible  women  in  Dundee 
for  Cervical  Cytology  upon  which  a specific  report  follows  below. 

Screening  for  Cervical  Cancer:  In  last  year’s  Annual  Report,  it  was 

recorded  that  community  screening  by  the  Dundee  Local  Health  Authority 
was  started  at  Fintry  on  8th  June,  1966,  and  that  further  clinics  were  to  be 
established.  Since  then,  screening  clinics  have  been  set  up  at  Douglas  and 
Angus  on  10th  January,  1967,  Lochee  on  2nd  March,  1967,  and  Hawkhill  on 
23rd  March,  1967.  At  each  clinic  arrangements  were  made  for  a weekly  after- 
noon session  and  a monthly  evening  session.  Also,  a local  authority  doctor 
does  a weekly  afternoon  session  at  Maryfield  Hospital  and,  until  November, 
1967,  an  evening  session  at  the  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary.  In  addition,  the 
local  authority  has  made  premises  available  to  the  Family  Planning  Association 
at  the  Broughty  Ferry,  Fintry  and  Hawkhill  clinics  where  the  Association 
carries  out  routine  cervical  screening  of  their  clients.  The  Department’s  mid- 
wives have  been  available  to  assist  any  general  practitioners  holding  screening 
sessions  in  their  surgeries;  one  general  practitioner  has  made  use  of  this 
service. 

Staff  training  was  completed  during  the  year  so  that  all  full-time  women 
doctors  in  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department  have  been  trained  in  smear 
taking  and  in  the  recognition  of  common  gynaecological  conditions.  The  lack 
of  sufficient  trained  laboratory  staff  in  the  hospital  service,  which  was  referred 
to  in  last  year’s  Report  and  which  delayed  the  development  of  the  community 
services,  was  overcome  during  the  year. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above,  many  professional  workers  in  the  public 
health,  hosDital  and  general  practitioner  fields  are  involved  in  community 
screening.  The  Committee  on  the  Early  Diagnosis  of  Cervical  Cancer  continues 
to  ensure  co-ordination  of  work  undertaken  by  the  different  agencies  involved 
in  community  screening.  This  Committee  has  a wide  professional  representation 
including  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
and  Dr  Grant,  who  is  responsible  for  the  development  of  community  screening. 
The  aim  of  the  local  authority  service  was,  as  before,  to  screen  women  at 
high  risk  ” and  also,  as  the  year  progressed,  to  screen  older  women. 

In  all  during  the  year  1967,  1,593  women  were  screened  for  cervical  cancer 
at  the  Dundee  local  authority  clinics;  since  8th  June,  1966,  2,039  women  have 
been  screened.  The  numbers  screened  each  month  has  varied  considerably 
ranging  from  282  in  April,  1967,  to  35  in  October,  1967.  The  most  active  period 
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was  during  March-May,  1967,  when  776  women  were  screened  — that  is 
almost  half  of  the  women  screened  during  1967.  This  upsurge  stems  from  the 
establishment  of  the  new  clinics  in  January  and  March  and  represents  the 
response  of  women  willing  to  be  screened  but  for  whom,  up  until  then,  there 
had  been  insufficient  facilities.  As  the  year  progressed  the  response  dwindled. 
This  faltering  of  response  was  not  confined  to  local  authority  clinics  and 
denotes  the  fact  that  now  a large  proportion  of  women  especially  in  the  younger 
age  groups,  are  screened  and  that  the  proportion  remaining  represents,  to  a 
large  degree,  the  older  women  who  do  not  identify  themselves  readily  with  this 
programme  for  the  early  detection  of  disease  and  the  “ hard  core  ” of  the 
indifferent  and  the  neglectful. 

The  difficulties  presented  by  this  situation  were  discussed  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Early  Diagnosis  of  Cervical  Cancer  held  on  20th  October, 
1967.  In  view  of  the  reduced  attendances  at  the  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  doctor  from  the  Department  need  no  longer  attend  the 
evening  sessions  there.  It  was  resolved  that  an  endeavour  should  be  made  to 
persuade  the  older  person  to  attend  the  clinics  and  that  the  local  authority 
should  issue  posters  and  other  educational  material  so  as  to  advertise  the 
service  more  fully.  Since  then,  the  local  authority  has  sent  a poster  to  each 
Dundee  general  practitioner  and  a sample  pamphlet.  Apart  from  the  general 
practitioner  representatives  on  the  Committee,  only  two  general  practitioners 
asked  for  pamplet  material.  The  Department’s  Health  Visitors  in  each  district 
saw  to  it  that  the  cytology  service  continued  to  be  well  advertised  in  the 
Department’s  premises  and,  in  addition,  distributed  posters  for  display  by 
shops  and  businesses.  Press  coverage  was  obtained  by  both  the  hospital  and 
the  local  authority  services.  The  goal  was  to  screen  one  woman  per  Health 
Visitor  on  general  health  visiting  duties  per  week  and,  during  November  and 
December,  this  rate  was  attained.  As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report,  the 
success  of  the  local  authority’s  community  screening  service  hinges  upon  the 
endeavours  of  the  district  Health  Visitors. 

An  analysis  of  the  ages  of  the  women  screened  was  made  and  is  recorded 
in  the  table  below. 


Age  Distribution  of  Women  screened  in  1967 


24  or 
under 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55-64 

65  or 
over 

Total 

Number  

84 

544 

571 

296 

95 

3 

1,593 

Percentage  of  those 
examined  

5.3 

34.0 

35.7 

18.6 

6.2 

0.2 

100 

The  age  distribution  is  similar  to  that  reported  last  year:  as  before  the 
model  age  group  is  35-44  and  the  second  commonest  group  is  25-34:  there  is 
a greater  range  in  the  age  distribution  than  last  year  at  both  extremes.  In  view 
of  the  relatively  poor  response  by  the  older  age  group,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  percentage  of  women  screened  who  were  older  than  44  increased 
from  17.9%  in  1966  to  25.0%  in  1967,  signifying  the  endeavours  made  by  the 
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district  health  visitors  to  contact  the  older  age  groups.  During  1967,  the  per- 
centage response  of  women  aged  45  or  over  rose  steadily  from  23.3%  early  in 
the  year  to  30.1%  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Details  concerning  the  31  positive  cytological  results  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 


Positive  Cytological  Results  by  Age  Group 

24  or  65  or 

under  25-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  over  Total 


Number  0 12  12  6 1 0 31 

Rate  per  1,000 

screened  0 22.0  21.0  20.3  10.5  0 19.5 


Last  year,  with  an  overall  positive  cytological  rate  of  17.4/1,000,  it  was 
predicted  that  “ the  probability  is  that  a higher  than  average  yield  ” in  the 
Dundee  local  authority’s  community  screening  programme  would  be  obtained. 
It  can  be  seen  that  with  a rate  of  19.5/1,000  (Standard  Error  3.5),  this  pre- 
diction has  been  confirmed.  The  two  rates  are  in  round  figures,  twice  the 
detection  rate  found  generally  in  surveys  of  this  kind.  This  marks  the  success 
of  the  Department’s  aim  to  screen  a high  risk  population.  The  highest  rate, 
by  age  group,  is  in  the  group  aged  25-34  years  — an  important  finding. 

After  a cytologically  positive  case  has  been  found,  to  establish  a diagnosis, 
further  investigation  at  hospital  is  necessary. 


Diagnoses  established  on  further  investigation 


Diagnoses  Number 

In  situ  carcinoma  14 

Stage  I Carcinoma  or  Microinvasive  Carcinoma  — 5 

Endometrial  Carcinoma  1 

Severe  Dysplasia  2 

Endocervicitis  and  Hyperplasia  1 

On  Follow-up  2 

Awaiting  Investigation  4 

Negative  2 


Total  ___  31 


It  is  noteworthy  that  five  cases  of  Stage  1 or  microinvasive  carcinomatous 
lesions  have  been  diagnosed;  this  alone  would  justify  the  screening  programme 
carried  through  in  1967.  After  investigation,  only  two  negatives  (“false 
positives  ”)  have  been  reported  at  the  present  time. 

As  reported  previously,  many  other,  mostly  minor  but  troublesome 
gynaecological  abnormalities  are  detected  during  the  clinical  examination  and 
in  222  instances,  these  were  considered  severe  enough  for  the  clinic  doctor  to 
write  a personal  letter  to  the  family  doctor;  the  amount  of  gynaecological 
conditions  was  greatly  in  excess  of  222  cases. 
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Conditions  notified  to  the  General  Practitioner  by  the  Clinic  Doctor 

Condition  Number 

Vaginitis  87 

Eredoded  or  unhealthy  Cervix  76 

Polyp  - 33 

Prolapse  

Others  1 5 


Total  222 

A paper  on  the  first  year  of  this  service  has  been  written  by  Dr  Grant  and 
has  been  accepted  for  publication  by  “ The  Medical  Officer 


SOCIAL  WELFARE  SERVICES 

It  is  with  considerable  regret  that  I have  to  record  the  untimely  death 
of  Rev.  Philip  Lee  on  2nd  March.  Mr  Lee  had  served  the  Department  since 
1950,  originally  in  a part-time  capacity  and  for  the  last  10  years  as  full-time 
Chaplain/Welfare  Visitor.  He  was  largely  responsible  for  establishing  the 
Social  Clubs  for  physically  handicapped  persons  and  these  remained  his 
principal  interest.  The  attendances  at  his  Funeral  Service  and  at  the  Memorial 
Service  held  subsequently  at  The  Rowans  indicated  the  extent  to  which  his 
loss  has  been  felt  by  a large  section  of  the  population  of  the  City. 

Staff  : Staffing  arrangements  were  a feature  of  the  year.  In  the  Spring, 
agreement  was  reached  on  a new  establishment  for  the  Section  with  the 
following  posts  : — 

1 Head  Social  Worker 
1 Senior  Social  Worker 
6 Social  Workers 
1 Welfare  Chaplain 

Mr  A.  G.  Adam,  Welfare  Officer,  was  designated  Senior  Social  Worker 
but  the  appointment  of  a Head  Social  Worker  has  been  deferred  meantime. 

Miss  M.  F.  Macdonald  joined  the  staff  in  January  as  an  assistant  welfare 
officer  and  she  was  seconded  in  the  autumn  to  undertake  the  two-year  course 
for  the  Certificate  in  Social  Work  at  Moray  House  College  of  Education, 
Edinburgh.  Mr  A.  G.  Ferguson  and  Miss  M.  L.  Scott  were  appointed  in 
September  in  similar  capacities  and  it  is  intended  that  they  will  be  seconded 
for  similar  training  in  due  course.  Mr  J.  J.  Leask  joined  the  staff  in  October 
as  a social  worker,  having  had  considerable  previous  experience  in  the  field 
of  welfare  of  the  deaf.  Rev.  R.  C.  Hepburn  was  appointed  Welfare  Chaplain 
in  September  in  succession  to  the  late  Rev.  Philip  Lee. 

Mr  J.  P.  Tngram.  who  has  served  for  5 years  as  an  assistant  welfare  officer, 
was  seconded  to  study  for  the  Certificate  in  Social  Work.  He  is  undertaking 
the  intensive  one  year  course  at  Moray  House,  arranged  for  selected  mature, 
experienced  officers. 
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Courses  and  Conferences : Mr  A.  G.  Adam  attended  a conference  at 
Edinburgh  on  3rd  June,  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  the 
Unmarried  Mother  and  Her  Child. 

Miss  M.  Brown,  Matron,  The  Rowans,  attended  a Refresher  Course  for 
Matrons  of  Old  People’s  Homes.  It  was  held  in  Edinburgh  from  11th  to  15th 
September. 

Mr  D.  McCutcheon,  Principal  Administrative  Assistant  attended  a meeting 
in  Edinburgh  on  19th  October,  arranged  by  the  National  Institute  for  Social 
Work  Training  to  discuss  the  Williams  Report  on  the  Staffing  of  Residential 
Homes. 

Social  Work  : The  following  statistics  indicate  the  main  areas  of  social 
work  in  which  the  staff  of  the  Welfare  Section  have  been  active. 


Part  ill  Accommodation 

First 

Revisits 

Total 

Home  Visits  

246 

210 

456 

Hospital  Visits  

40 

52 

92 

Office  Applications/Interviews 

134 

14 

148 

Meals  on  Wheels 

Home  Visits  

33 

2 

35 

Care  of  Property 

21 

14 

35 

Problem  Families 

Receiving  Supportive  Case  Work  

45 

66 

111 

Home  Visits  

49 

46 

95 

Office  Interviews  

12 

5 

17 

Materially  Aided  

12 

7 

19 

Lord  Provost’s  Citizens’  Fund 

Applications  Investigated  

— 

— 

95 

Assistance  Recommended  

— 

— 

67 

The  administration  of  the  Lord  Provost’s  Citizens’  Fund  has  become  an 
important  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Section.  During  the  year,  67  clients 

received  help  and  £637  was  disbursed.  While  the  number  of  people  aided  has 
remained  fairly  constant,  the  amount  disbursed  shows  a considerable  increase 
over  the  previous  year’s  sum  of  £419.  The  following  table  shows  the  type  of 
needs  met  by  the  fund. 
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No.  of  Cases 

28 

22 

6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

\ 

67 

Amount 

£273 

£226 

£65 

£9 

£25 

£15 

£16 

£8 

£637 

It  will  be  seen  that  arrears  of  rent,  electricity  and  gas  payments  account 
for  most  of  the  demands  on  the  Fund.  The  important  auxiliary  role  which  this 
Fund  has  come  to  play  in  the  City’s  social  welfare  services  is  illustrated  by  the 
following  cases. 
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A voluntary  agency  felt  that  their  client’s  mental  stability  could  be  main- 
tained if  his  physical  surroundings  could  be  improved.  A substantial  grant  from 
the  Fund  towards  the  purchase  of  wallpaper,  paint  and  decorating  materials 
eased  the  situation  for  the  agency  concerned. 

A family  living  on  Social  Security  benefit  were  receiving  the  maximum 
amount  to  which  they  were  entitled.  The  visiting  welfare  officer  learned  that, 
on  three  occasions,  the  mother  had  failed  to  keep  clinic  appointments  for  two 
of  the  children  because  she  was  ashamed  of  their  inadequate  clothing.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  children  to  be  fitted  with  clothing  at  a local  store. 

An  elderly  woman  suffering  from  a terminal  illness  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  an  exchange  of  house  to  enable  her  to  live  near  her  only  relative,  a 
married  daughter  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  Removal  expenses  were  consider- 
able and  were  beyond  her  means.  The  Supplementary  Benefits  Commission  of 
the  Ministry  of  Social  Security  were  prepared  to  pay  half  of  the  removal  ex- 
penses and  enlisted  our  help  in  providing  the  remainder,  which  we  did  by 
means  of  a grant  from  the  Fund. 

Temporary  Accommodation  : During  the  year  the  Department  provided 
temporary  accommodation  for  32  families  and  3 single  persons  rendered  home- 
less by  circumstances  beyond  their  control. 

Residential  Accommodation  : I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  our 
new  building  programme  is  now  under  way,  with  the  placing  of  the  contracts 
for  Harefield  House  and  Strathmore  House.  The  former  will  accommodate  30 
residents  and  is  expected  to  be  in  operation  by  November,  1968,  and  the  latter, 
which  will  accommodate  72  frail  ambulant  elderly  persons,  is  expected  to  open 
early  in  1969.  Plans  and  probable  costs  were  approved  for  a further  30-place 
Home  at  Ancrum  Place.  Ground  has  been  acquired  for  a further  30-place 
Home  at  Menzieshill  but  the  development  of  this  site  has  been  deferred  in  view 
of  the  current  economic  situation. 

The  pressure  on  our  existing  four  Homes  has  continued.  The  demands  are 
such  that  we  can  barely  cope  with  the  emergency  admissions  (i.e.  the  elderly 
who  require  urgent  admission  because  of  either  a sudden  loss  of  independence 
or  an  unexpected  change  in  their  social  conditions,  such  as  the  illness  or  death 
of  the  supporting  relative)  and  it  is  only  infrequently  that  we  can  offer  a place 
to  a person  on  the  general  Waiting  List.  As  a result,  the  waiting  time  for  a 
vacancy  may  be  as  long  as  three  years.  The  following  tables  give  the  relevant 
statitsics  for  the  year. 


Rowans 

Men 

Women 

Total 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1966 

93 

99 

192 

Admitted  during  the  year 

84 

89 

173 

177 

188 

365 

Discharged  during  the  year  ...  . 

84 

89 

173 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1967 

93 

99 

192 

Average  age  : Men  — 72;  Women  — 78. 
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Caird  Rest 

Men 

Women 

To*«l 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1966 

17 

15 

32 

Admitted  during  the  year  

8 

6 

14 

25 

21 

46 

Discharged  during  the  year 

7 

4 

11 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1967  

18 

17 

35 

Average  age  : Men  — 80; 

Women  — 86. 

Craigie  House 

Men 

Women 

Total 

Remaining  at  31st.  December,  1966  

7 

8 

15 

Admitted  during  the  year  

3 

7 

10 

10 

15 

25 

Discharged  during  the  year  

2 

3 

5 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1967  

8 

12 

20 

Average  age  : Men  — 82;  Women  — 78. 


,3yPark  Women 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1966  19 

Admitted  during  the  year  4 

23 

Discharged  during  the  year 3 

Remaining  at  31st  December,  1967  20 


Average  age  ; Women  — 80. 

Miss  Mary  J.  Brown,  Matron  at  The  Rowans  since  1962,  resigned  in 
October  to  take  up  a similar  post  in  Edinburgh.  Miss  Brown  had  previously 
served  for  five  years  as  Matron  at  Caird  Rest  and  we  record  our  gratitude  for 
her  devoted  service  to  the  residents  of  both  Homes.  She  has  been  succeeded  by 
Mrs  I.  Plumridge,  formerly  Departmental  Sister  at  The  Rowans. 


Services  for  the  Physically  Handicapped  : The  year  saw  the  introduction 

of  two  new  services  for  handicapped  persons.  In  May,  the  Committee  agreed 
to  the  provision  of  a Garden  Maintenance  Scheme  for  physically  handicapped 
householders.  The  work  in  connection  with  the  latter  scheme  is  carried  out  by 
the  Parks  Department  and  therO  is  a graded  scale  of  charges.  In  July,  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Committee  decided  to  undertake  the  provision  of  protective 
clothing  and  incontinence  pads  for  incontinent  persons  of  all  ages.  As  a result 
of  the  publicity  given  to  these  two  new  developments,  contact  has  been  made 
with  a large  number  of  physically  handicapped  persons  who  were  unknown 
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to  the  Department  previously.  This  is  reflected  in  the  following  statistics, 
accounting  for  the  increase  in  the  annual  additions  (from  85  to  190)  and  in 
self -referrals  (from  43  to  135). 

Disabled  persons  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1966  799 


Additions  to  Register  during  1967  190 

989 

Removed  from  Register  during  1967  101 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1967  888 


Cases  are  removed  from  the  register  where  it  is  considered  unlikely  that 
they  will  have  further  need  of  welfare  services;  a substantial  proportion  of 
these  are  removed  by  death. 

New  cases  were  referred  by  : — 


Hospitals  

17 

Ministry  of  Pensions 

9 

General  Practitioners 

12 

Other  Welfare  Departments 

10 

Health  Visitors 

1 

Self  or  Friend  

135 

District  Nurses 

2 

School  Medical  Service  

1 

Voluntary  Organisation 

1 

Councillor  

2 

Classification  of  disabilities 

Amputation  of  1 arm 

13 

Injury  or  disease  of  spine 

41 

Amputation  of  1 leg 

123 

Nervous  debility  

1 

Amputation  of  2 legs 

11 

Epilepsy  

45 

Arthritis  

103 

Central  nervous  system  

132 

Congenital  deformity 

20 

Disseminated  Sclerosis 

75 

Digestive,  intestinal 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  bones/joints 

13 

Genito-urinary 

3 

Post  polio  paralysis 

48 

Circulatory  

32 

Encephalitis  

4 

Respiratory  

26 

Muscular  Dystrophy 

5 

Hearing  defects 

1 

Diabetes  

1 

Injury  or  disease  of  body 

11 

Cerebral  Palsy  

47 

Injury  or  disease  of  legs 

95 

Cerebral  Palsy  with  Epilepsy 

13 

Injury  or  disease  of  head 

8 

Disease  of  glands  

1 

Injury  or  disease  of  arm 

or 

shoulder  

14 

AGE 

GROUPS 

Sex  16-20 

21-30 

31-40 

41-50  51-60  61-70  71-80  80+ 

Total 

M.  18 

43 

29 

95  116  135  69  7 

512 

F.  16 

27 

36 

47  97  104  42  7 

376 

34 

70 

65 

142  213  239  111  14 

888 

37 


Home  visitation  has  had  to  be  confined  mainly  to  the  homebound,  who 
account  for  214  of  the  total  on  the  register,  and  to  applicants  for  aids  to  over- 
come disability  or  for  inclusion  in  the  Garden  Maintenance  Scheme.  The 
introduction  of  this  scheme,  without  a compensatory  increase  in  staff,  resulted 
in  a considerable  decrease  in  the  routine  visitation  of  the  physically  handi- 
capped. As  far  as  aids  for  the  disabled  are  concerned,  it  should  be  made  clear 
that  issue  of  these  is  not  restricted  to  persons  on  the  register.  Many  of  those 
assisted  are  elderly  persons  whose  needs  can  be  met  without  registration  as 
disabled  persons. 

Occupational  Therapy : 1 3 housebound  disabled  persons  are  visited 

regularly  by  the  Occupational  Therapist  of  the  Anton  House  Homebound 
Scheme.  A further  23  severely  disabled  persons  attend  the  Work  Centre  at 
Anton  House  on  two  or  three  afternoons  a week,  where  the  production  of  oven 
gloves  for  local  bake-houses  is  the  main  task  undertaken.  A new  purpose-built 
Work  Centre  at  Anton  House  is  currently  under  construction  and,  once  it  is  in 
operation,  there  will  be  facilities  for  more  workers  and  the  Centre  will  operate 
daily. 

Sheltered  Work  : During  the  year,  serious  consideration  has  been  given 
to  the  possibility  of  providing  further  sheltered  employment  facilities.  As  a 
result  of  investigations  carried  out  within  the  Department  and  discussions  with 
representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  it  has  been  decided  that  there  is 
not  an  immediate  need  for  the  establishment  of  a local  authority  sheltered 
workshop  in  the  City.  It  was  felt  that  there  is  a need  for  the  development  of  a 
Work  Centre  for  physically  handicapped  persons  and  it  was  with  considerable 
interest  that  the  Committee  learned  of  the  proposal  to  build  such  a Centre  at 
Anton  House.  Dr  R.  G.  Small  has  been  invited  to  serve  on  the  Anton  House 
Management  Committee  and  this  will  facilitate  the  co-operation  of  voluntary 
and  statutory  efforts  in  this  field  and  should  provide  information  that  will  assist 
in  keeping  the  future  needs  for  sheltered  employment  under  review. 

Holidays  : 17  women  had  the  pleasure  of  a week  at  Buchanan  House, 

Rattray;  grants  enabled  2 men  to  attend  the  camp  run  by  the  Scottish  Epilepsy 
Association  and  one  man  to  have  a holiday  at  King’s  Knoll,  North  Berwick; 
payment  of  travelling  expenses  enabled  a woman  to  have  a holiday  in  a Home 
at  Aberdeen. 

Bus  Passes  : 137  Disabled  Ex-Servicemen’s  Passes  were  issued  and  139  to 

other  disabled  persons.  The  increase  of  43  from  the  previous  year’s  total  for 
the  latter  passes  results  from  a decision  to  widen  the  scope  of  disabilities  for 
which  passes  are  issued. 

Residential  and  Training  Homes : Eight  young  people  are  either  main- 
tained or  supplemented  in  various  Homes.  Of  the  total,  4 are  at  Anton  House, 
2 at  Red  Cross  House,  Largs,  and  1 each  at  Scottish  Hansel  Village  and  May- 
field  House,  Edinburgh. 
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Aids  for  the  Disabled  : 144  applications  were  received  and  the  following 

aids  were  given  or  alterations  were  carried  out. 

Bathroom  Aids  160  Alterations  to  paths  3 

Handrails  at  outdoor  steps  22  Alterations  to  doors  2 

Bannister  rails  18  Kitchen  aids  ...  2 

Wooden  ramps  11  Dressing  aids  2 

Tripod  walking  aids  .....  8 Pick-up  sticks  ...  2 

Handrails  in  home  8 Yale  knob  turner  .....  __  1 

Permanent  ramps  6 Wire  link  fence  for  guide 

Lever  door  handles  4 — — * 

Safety  window  opener  4 Gate  at  top  of  stairs  — 1 

Raising  aids  3 Provision  of  French  window  1 


Clubs  for  Physically  Handicapped  : The  Social  Clubs  at  Douglas,  Lochee, 
Hilltown  and  Artillery  Lane  have  provided  entertainment  of  an  exceptionally 
high  standard  and  opportunities  for  making  new  friends.  Contributions  by 
artistes.  Woman’s  Guilds,  drama  groups  and  local  personalities  have  encour- 
aged the  physically  handicapped  to  play  a more  active  part  in  the  Community. 
Approximately  thirty  voluntary  workers,  under  the  leadership  of  their 
respective  local  chairmen,  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  Clubs.  Several  new 
members  have  been  recruited  and  many  of  the  Club  members  have  received 
home  visits  from  the  Welfare  Chaplain  or  Health  Visitor.  Special  thanks  are 
due  to  Mrs  Helen  Nicol,  Voluntary  Organiser,  for  her  painstaking  and  faithful 
services  during  the  session.  Handcraft  classes,  ably  supervised  by  Mrs  Herald, 
are  providing  facilities  for  interested  Club  members  to  make  a wide  range  of 
articles,  including  basketry,  embroidery,  soft  toys,  rugs,  etc.  Practically  afl  the 
members  participated  in  the  pre-Christmas  “ Sheltered  Shopping  ” event.  All 
four  Clubs  held  Christmas  parties,  at  which  the  Lady  Provost  was  one  of  the 
distinguished  visitors. 


Chaplain’s  Pastoral  Work  : The  Department  was  without  a Chaplain  for 
six  months  but,  with  the  appointment  of  Rev.  R.  C.  Hepburn,  the  Chaplain's 
services  became  available  to  all  members  of  the  community  who  wished  to 
avail  themselves  of  his  services. 

Weekly  Worship  Services  have  been  introduced  in  our  four  Old  People’s 
Homes  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  several  local  ministers  for  their  willingness 
to  co-operate  and  to  participate  in  the  conduct  of  these  services.  The  annual 
Harvest  Festival  and  Inaugural  service  at  The  Rowans  was  well  attended,  as 
in  past  years.  Worship  was  conducted  by  the  Welfare  Chaplain:  the  preacher 
was  Rev.  John  R.  Gray,  B.D.,  of  Dunblane  Cathedral;  the  Harmony  Trio  from 
Aberdeen  contributed  to  the  service:  and  the  singing  was  led  by  the  choir  of 
St.  Andrew’s  Parish  Church.  Harvest  gifts  were  received  and  distributed  to 
elderly  and  handicapped  persons  by  the  W.R.V.S. 
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Sheltered  Shopping : The  Welfare  Chaplain  was  responsible  for  the 
introduction  of  a scheme  which  enabled  400  handicapped  or  elderly  citizens 
to  do  their  Christmas  shopping  in  ideal  conditions.  Through  the  generosity  of 
the  management  and  staff  of  Marks  & Spencers  Ltd.,  the  store  was  opened  on 
the  evening  of  Tuesday,  28th  November,  and  a team  of  over  200  voluntary 
workers  transported  the  disabled  to  and  from  the  store  and  acted  as  escorts 
within  the  shop.  Refreshments  were  provided  and,  afterwards,  the  shoppers 
were  taken  on  a tour  of  the  City’s  Christmas  illuminations.  The  success  of  this 
venture  was  such  that  similar  events  are  planned  and  Sheltered  Shopping 
facilities  will  become  a regular  feature  of  the  Department’s  work. 

Recruitment  of  Voluntary  Workers  : The  Welfare  Chaplain  has  estab- 
lished a register  of  citizens  willing  to  undertake  a large  range  of  voluntary 
tasks  for  the  benefit  of  the  handicapped  and  elderly  of  the  City  and  the  initial 
response  has  been  gratifying.  Already,  voluntary  workers  are  helping  regularly 
as  pianists  at  Sunday  Services  in  our  Homes  and  as  entertainers  in  Homes  and 
Clubs.  Others  are  providing  transport  for  handicapped  persons  and  secretarial 
help  for  voluntary  committees.  Voluntary  contributions  have  enabled  libraries 
to  be  established  in  three  Homes  and  made  it  possible  for  a large  number  of 
Christmas  gifts  to  be  distributed. 

Lunch  Clubs  : The  anticipated  demand  for  meals  at  the  Fintry  Com- 
munity Centre  has  not  materialised,  but,  nevertheless',  it  is  proposed  to  experi- 
ment with  another  Lunch  Club  in  the  new  Menzieshill  Community  Centre 
next  year.  With  the  exception  of  King  George  VI  Club,  the  lunches  are  prepared 
and  delivered  daily  to  the  Clubs  by  the  School  Meals  Service.  The  meals  for  the 
King  George  VI  Club  are  prepared  on  the  premises  and  the  number  stated 
includes  1,501  high  teas. 


Clubs 

1964 

Meals 

1965 

Supplied 

1966 

1967 

1. 

Five  Ways  

13,730 

15,395 

19,362 

21,420 

2. 

Broughty  Ferry 

5,250 

4,668 

5,673 

6,336 

3. 

Thombank  

7,522 

6,831 

8,590 

10,912 

4. 

Fintry  Community  Centre 

— 

— 

1,633 

2,049 

5. 

King  George  VI 

19,685 

17,853 

15,312 

15,826 

Totals  

46,187 

44,747 

50,570 

56,543 

Meals  on  Wheels  : Until  the  year  under  review,  the  W.R.V.S.  had  de- 

livered meals  to  the  housebound  twice  weekly  from  Monday  - Thursday.  To 
meet  the  growing  demands  for  such  meals  the  twice  weekly  service  has  now 
been  spread  over  5 days  from  Monday  - Friday  and  we  are  grateful  to  the 
W.R.V.S.  for  accepting  this  additional  work  when  shortage  and  availability  of 
voluntary  staff  present  many  problems.  The  number  of  meals  supplied  was 
14,1 10  which  exceeds  last  year’s  figure  by  1,312. 
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Royal  Dundee  Institution  for  the  Blind  : Meetings  were  held  during  the 

year  with  representatives  of  the  Institution  relative  to  an  application  which  they 
had  made  for  financial  assistance  towards  the  capital  cost  of  re-organising  the 
Bedding  and  the  Cane  Furniture  Sections  in  their  workshops  which  proposals 
had  been  considered  by  the  Industrial  Advisers  of  the  Blind  Ltd.  and  the 
Ministry  of  Labour.  The  improvements  proposed  were  approved  and  the 
Corporation  agreed  to  meet  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  capital  expenditure 
involved  subject  to  certain  safeguards.  The  number  of  approved  workers  from 
Dundee  in  the  workshops  increased  during  the  year  to  an  average  of  75  and  the 
per  capita  deficit  was  £686  17s  lOd  compared  with  £600  18s  8d  for  the  preceding 
year.  Dalgleish  Hostel  which  is  attached  to  the  Institution  and  which  provided 
accommodation  for  retired  and  other  workers  was  closed  during  the  year  and 
other  suitable  accommodation  was  found  for  the  few  people  remaining. 

Services  for  the  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb  : The  Dundee  Society  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Blind  continued  to  deal  adequately  with  the  welfare  of  370 
Dundee  blind  and  95  partially  sighted  persons  on  their  register.  Similarly,  the 
Dundee,  Inverness  and  North-Western  Welfare  Association  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  cared  for  the  welfare  and  spiritual  needs  of  about  240  Dundee  persons. 

Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  (Scotland)  Acts,  1951  and  1965  : I am 

indebted  to  the  River  Inspector,  Tay  River  Purification  Board  for  the  following 
information  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland. 

Two  applications  from  within  the  City  Boundary  were  received  under  the 
Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  (Scotland)  Acts  1951  and  1965.  One  was  for 
the  new  outlet  and  new  discharge  of  sewage  effluent  from  a toilet  block  at 
Eagle  Jute  Mill  to  the  Dighty  Water  and  the  second  was  for  a new  discharge 
of  storm  sewage  from  an  overflow  on  the  sewer  at  Mill  of  Mains,  also  to  the 
Dighty  Water.  Fifteen  complaints  were  received  from  within  Dundee  and 
details  are  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Oil  in  Tay  Estuary : Seven  complaints  related  to  this  problem  were 
received  on  which  a considerable  amount  of  investigation  work  was 
carried  out  to  try  to  assist  the  parties  concerned  even  though  the 
Board  has  not  direct  responsibility  for  the  problem.  The  main  pollu- 
tion was  at  the  end  of  April  when,  following  a mishap  at  Camperdown 
Refinery,  heavy  oil  pollution  occurred  on  the  Dundee  foreshore. 
Between  September  and  December  oil  pollution  gradually  increased 
and  it  was  suspected  that  oil  was  escaping  from  equipment  in  which 
a fracture  had  become  progressively  worse. 

(b)  Pollution  of  the  Dighty  Water  : 

(i)  Two  complaints  were  received  of  oil,  one  it  is  suspected  was 
from  a leaking  house  fuel  tank  and  the  second  was  caused  by 
oil  drum  being  overturned  on  a building  site. 
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(ii)  Three  complaints  were  received  of  sewage  discharged  due  to 
blocked  storm  overflows  on  the  sewers. 

(iii)  One  was  in  respect  of  pig  waste  from  Trottick  Piggery  which 
now  has  a tank  to  collect  the  waste  and  return  to  land. 

(iv)  One  complaint  referred  to  the  discolouration  of  the  stream  and 
following  representations  to  the  contractor  at  Clatto  Reservoir, 
work  was  carried  out  to  stop  this  pollution. 

(c)  Foam  on  the  Tay  Estuary  : One  complaint  was  received  about  the 
large  amount  of  foam  in  the  Stannergate  area  and  this  was  traced  to 
a food  factory  where  an  anti-foaming  agent  is  now  added  to  the 
effluent. 

News  in  Brief : Following  receipt  of  Health  and  Welfare  Circular  No. 
13/1967,  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  agreed  to  the  provision  of  pro- 
tective clothing  for  incontinent  persons  as  part  of  their  arrangements  for  the 
care  of  patients  under  Section  27  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947.  When  submitting  Additional  Proposals  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  approval,  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  frame  the  Additional  Proposals  in 
broad  general  terms  to  permit  the  supply  of  any  article  or  appliance  which  may 
be  deemed  to  be  required  on  medical  grounds.  During  the  year  the  Principal 
Administrative  Assistant  attended  the  Summer  School  of  the  Association  of 
Public  Health  Lay  Administrators  in  Bangor  University  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  attended  a meeting  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  in  London  and  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Health 
and  Hygiene  in  Brighton. 

Acknowledgement : I should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Councillor 
Mrs  Jane  Saggar,  who,  for  the  previous  three  years,  was  Convener  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Committee,  for  her  support,  interest  and  enthusiasm  for 
all  of  the  Department’s  activities  and  with  particular  regard  to  our  capital 
building  programme.  To  our  new  Convener,  Councillor  Thomas  Dailly,  and 
members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to 
thank  them  for  their  consideration  and  interest  in  furthering  the  work  of  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Department.  Finally,  my  own  staff,  both  full-time  and 
part-time,  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  loyal  and  devoted  service  during 
a year  of  continuing  staff  shortages  and  when  no  one  has  shirked  additional 
duties  and  responsibilities  in  order  to  maintain  the  Department’s  high 
standards. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

IAN  B.  L.  WEIR, 

B.Sc.,  M B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III. 

Death-rate  (from  all  causes)  each  month  during  the  years  1958-67 


Month 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

January 

15.7 

17.4 

12.6 

14.2 

14.5 

16.9 

13.4 

15.0 

15.6 

11.5 

February 

13.5 

26.9 

12.4 

13.8 

13.5 

14.7 

12.7 

13.9 

17.5 

19.4 

March 

14.4 

14.3 

11.6 

13.6 

14.0 

15.6 

13.1 

13.3 

16.7 

11.3 

April 

13.0 

10.1 

11.6 

13.3 

13.1 

15.4 

12.5 

13.2 

15.1 

13.6 

May 

11.3 

10.2 

9.9 

13.0 

13.1 

15.0 

12.2 

12.9 

14.5 

11.1 

June 

11.6 

11.8 

10.0 

12.7 

13.0 

14.1 

12.2 

12.3 

14.0 

10.7 

July 

9.3 

7.2 

9.6 

12.3 

11.7 

13.8 

12.3 

12.1 

13.4 

11.2 

August 

9.4 

9.1 

9.9 

12.0 

11.7 

13.2 

12.1 

11.8 

13.2 

8.7 

September 

8.4 

9.4 

9.6 

11.6 

11.5 

12.8 

12.0 

11.7 

12.8 

9.8 

October 

11.4 

10.5 

12.0 

11.6 

11.5 

12.7 

11.9 

11.5 

12.6 

10.9 

November 

21.8 

10.8 

12.1 

11.6 

11.6 

12.5 

12.0 

11.5 

12.6 

115 

December 

20.5 

12.9 

13.3 

11.8 

12.3 

12.7 

12.1 

11.7 

12.7 

13.7 

Deaths  and  Death-rates  from  Various  Groups  of  Causes  Each  Year  since  1958  (all  ages) 
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Certified  Causes  of  Death  at  Various  Ages  Under  1 Year  during  1967 
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TABLE  VI. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  from  Various  Groups  of  Causes  Each  Year 


Year. 

Congenital. 

Digestive. 

Respiratory. 

Infectious 

Disease. 

Other 

Causes. 

per 

1,000 

1958 

13.4 

1.1 

3.4 

0.3 

1.7 

19.9 

1959 

16.8 

1.7 

1.4 

1.1 

2.2 

23.2 

1960 

17.1 

1.3 

1.6 

0.3 

1.6 

21.9 

1961 

17.4 

1.1 

3.0 

0.5 

2.2 

24.2 

1967 

20.3 

1.9 

2.9 

— 

2.9 

28.0 

1963 

12.2 

1.6 

3.2 

0.8 

1.8 

19.6 

1964 

14.4 

0.5 

1.8 

0.3 

1.8 

18.8 

1965 

13.3 

0.3 

1.4 

— 

3.0 

18.0 

1966 

13.8 

0.6 

2.1 

0.3 

1.5 

18.3 

1967 

12.8 

0.6 

1.9 

0.6 

3.0 

18.9 

TABLE  VII. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  from  AH  Causes  at  Various  Age  Periods 

1958  - 67 

Death-Rates 


Year. 

Births. 

Under 
1 Week. 

Under 
1 Month. 

Under 
3 Months. 

Under 
1 Year 

1958 

3,567 

14 

15 

17 

20 

1959 

3,581 

13 

16 

18 

23 

1960 

3,744 

14 

16 

19 

22 

1961 

3,681 

13 

16 

21 

24 

1962 

3,745 

18 

21 

23 

28 

1963 

3,766 

12 

13 

15 

20 

1964 

3,828 

12 

13 

15 

19 

1965 

3.676 

13 

13 

15 

18 

1966 

3,338 

11 

13 

14 

18 

1967 

3,279 

9 

11 

13 

19 

TABLE  VIII. 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births,  Number  of  Deaths  (under  1 year)  of 
Illegitimate  Infants,  and  Death-rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births, 

since  1958 


Y ear 

Hlegitiraate 

Births. 

Deaths  of 
Bleg.  Infants. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Bleg.  Births. 

1958 

189 

5 

26 

1959 

195 

4 

21 

1960 

22  6 

9 

40 

1961 

247 

7 

28 

1962 

248 

13 

52 

1963 

279 

10 

36 

1964 

293 

10 

34 

1965 

333 

9 

27 

1966 

327 

10 

33 

1967 

386 

9 

23 

54 


TABLE  EX. 

Table  showing  Number  of  Still  Births  and  Rate  per  1,000  Births 

1958-67 


Vur 

No.  of 

Still-Birth*. 

Total 

of  Live  Birth* 
and  Still-Birth*. 

Rate 

per  1,000  total 
Birth*  (Live  4 Still) 

1958  

84 

3,651 

23.01 

1959  

73 

3,654 

22.99 

1960 

68 

3,812 

17.84 

1961 

78 

3,759 

20.75 

1962  

70 

3.815 

18.35 

1963  

71 

3,837 

18.50 

1964 

49 

3,877 

12.64 

1965  

68 

3,744 

18.16 

1966 

37 

3,375 

10.96 

1967 

36 

3,315 

10.85 

TABLE  X. 


Annual  Death-Rate  per  100,000  population  and  Case  Mortality,  per  cent, 
from  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  Each  Year  since  1958 


MEASLES. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


i 

>• 

1958 

N 

V 

m 

a 

U 

19 

| Death* 

1 Death  Rate 
1 per  100.000 

1 Case  Mortality 
1 per  cent. 

« 

V 

m 

a 

U 

53 

n 

JB 

rt 

V 

Q 

| Death  Rate 
1 per  100,000 

| Case  Mortality 
I per  cent. 

1959 

1,019 

— 

— 

— 

188 

— 

— 

— 

1960 

126 

— 

— 

— 

343 

i 

0.5 

0.29 

1961 

799 

— 

— 

— 

59 







1962 

1,032 

— 

— 

— 

20 







1963 

538 

2 

1.1 

.37 

448 



- 

- 

1964 

127 

— 

. 

— 

51 



. 

_ 

1965 

671 

— 

— 

— 

25 

- 

_ 

1966 

615 

— 

— 

— 

65 

— 



- 

1967 

225 

— 

— 

— 

207 

i 

.54 

.48 

TABLE  XI. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rates  — Number  of  Deaths 
per  1,000  Registered  Births  plus  Stillbirths  1958  - 67 

1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

•28  — .52  .27  .79  .78  — .26  .59  .30 
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TABLE  XH. 


Death-rate  per  100,000  Each  Year  since  1958  from  the  Respiratory 
Diseases  (including  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  (all  forms), 
Pleurisy,  Laryngitis,  etc.) 


Total 

Death  Rate 

Year 

Deaths 

per  100,000 

1958 

206 

114.3 

1959 

261 

144.3 

1960 

186 

102.0 

1961 

192 

105.0 

1962 

210 

114.0 

1963 

258 

140.0 

1964 

192 

103.7 

1965 

237 

127.9 

1966 

272 

148.1 

1967 

185 

101.5 

TABLE 

XIII 

i 

Deaths  in  which  Influenza 

was 

given 

as  a 

Cause  of  Death  Each 

Month, 

January,  1958  to  December,  1967 

Months 

1958 

1959 

I960 

1961  1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

January 

0 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

February  

2 

31 

1 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

9 

0 

March 

0 

7 

0 

2 

1 

4 

0 

1 

5 

0 

April 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

May 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

June 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

July 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

August 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

September 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

November 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

December 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

45 

4 

10 

6 

7 

0 

1 

17 

0 

TABLE 

XIV 

Deaths  in  which 

Influenza  appeared 

as  a 

Cause 

in  Death 

Certificate, 

1958  - 67,  Classified  in  Age  Periods 

Age  Periods 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961  1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Under  1 year 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 - 5 years 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5-15  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

15-25  years 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

25  - 45  years 

0 

3 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  - 65  years 

0 

8 

1 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

65  and  upwards 

2 

30 

2 

5 

1 

3 

0 

0 

13 

0 

4 45 

4 10 

6 

7 

0 

1 17 

0 

TABLE  XV. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — Number  of  Cases  of  Each  Disease  Notified  and  Accepted  in  Dundee 

During  the  Year  1967 

Also  Number  Removed  and  Number  Not  Removed  to  Hospital 
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TABLE  XVI. 

Monthly  Notifications  and  Intimations  of  Infectious  Diseases,  Dundee,  1967 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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Notifiable  in  Dundee  with  effect  from  2/10/67 
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TABLE  XIX 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  — Notifications  and  Deaths 
with  corresponding  rates  per  1,000  population  for  Each  Sex  Each  Year 

since  1958 


Year 

Males 

No. 

Notification!, 
i Females 

per  1,000  No.  per  1,000 

Deaths 

Males  Females 

No.  per  1,000  No.  per  1,000 

1958 

247 

3.00 

207 

2.12 

12 

.15 

6 

.06 

1959 

139 

1.68 

105 

1.07 

9 

.11 

3 

.03 

1960 

99 

1.16 

78 

.80 

6 

.07 

3 

.03 

1961 

78 

.91 

52 

.53 

4 

.05 

7 

.07 

1962 

89 

1.04 

47 

.48 

6 

.07 





1963 

74 

.86 

49 

.50 

8 

.09 

4 

.04 

1964 

51 

.59 

40 

.41 

6 

.07 

2 

.02 

1965 

64 

.74 

28 

.28 

4 

.05 

1 

.01 

1966 

52 

.61 

28 

.28 

4 

.05 

— 



1967 

41 

.48 

23 

.24 

4 

.04 

2 

.02 

TABLE  XX. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  — Deaths  in  Institutions  Each  Year 

since  1958 

„ . . , , !958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

Total  Deaths  from 

Pul.  Tuberculosis  18  12  911  6 12  8 5 4 6 

No.  of  Deaths  from 
Pul.  Tuberculosis 

in  Institutions  3746386424 

Percentage  of  Total 
Deaths  from  Pul. 

Tuberculosis  dying 

in  Insitutions  16.7  58.3  44.4  54.5  50.0  66.6  75.0  80.0  50.0  66.6 


TABLE  XXI. 


MALIGNANT  DISEASES  — Number  of  Deaths  and  Death-rates 
per  10,000  population  Each  Year  since  1958 


Year  Males 

1958  228 

1959  231 

1960  ....  217 

1961  208 

1962  244 

1 963  245 

1 964  247 

1965  265 

'966  248 

1967  253 


Females 

Total 

Rates 

212 

440 

24.42 

233 

464 

25.65 

219 

436 

23.90 

236 

444 

24.28 

249 

493 

26.86 

261 

506 

27.48 

225 

472 

25.48 

250 

515 

27.79 

249 

497 

27.05 

216 

469 

25.73 

TABLE  XXD. 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  during  1967  showing  parts  of  the  Body  affected 
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TABLE  XXIII. 

Number  of  Births  per  1,000  population,  Illegitimate  Births  per  100 
Registered  Births,  and  Marriages  per  1,000  population  Each  Year 

since  1958 


Year 

Birth-rate 

Illegitimate-rate 

Marriage 

1958 

19.8 

5.3 

8.8 

1959 

19.8 

5.4 

8.3 

1960 

20.5 

6.0 

7.9 

1961 

20.1 

6.7 

8.0 

1962 

20.4 

6.6 

8.0 

1963 

20.5 

7.4 

7.8 

1964 

20.7 

7.7 

7.7 

1965  

19.8 

9.1 

7.7 

1966 

18.2 

9.8 

8.1 

1967  

18.0 

11.8 

8.8 

TABLE  XXIV. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  Year  1967 

Part  I.  of  the  Act 

(1)  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  visits  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premiies 

(1) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 

which  Section  (7)  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

(in’)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  (7) 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(including  outworkers’  premises)  


T3 


bo 

V 
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V 

o 
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Z 
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n 

c 

1 5 
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(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(S) 

i 

25 

1,021  712  5 

43  27  — — 


Total 


1,243 


764 


5 
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(2)  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 


(1) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3.) 

Inadeauatc  ventilation  (S.4.)  

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.)  

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.)  

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) — 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences  relating  to  outwork) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 
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(6) 

27  20  — 3 — 

1 1 — — — 


Total 


28  21 


— 3 — 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act  — Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 

There  were  two  cases  under  this  part  of  the  Act  concerning  out-workers 
in  August  list  required  by  Section  133  (1)  (c)  who  were  engaged  in  the  making 
etc.,  cleaning  and  washing  of  wearing  apparel. 


Child  Health  Services 

Report  by  Dr  W.  M.  FEE 

There  is  an  old  adage  to  the  effect  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure;  and 
another  reminds  us  that  the  child  is  the  father  of  the  man.  If  these  concepts 
are  agreed,  it  follows  that  no  field  of  medicine  is  more  important  than  that 
which  seeks  to  prevent  illness  rather  than  waiting  for  it  to  occur;  and  preventive 
medicine  can  protect  the  health  of  an  individual  most  potently  if  it  reaches  him 
or  her  in  early  infancy  and  remains  an  effective  force  throughout  childhood  and 
adolescence.  During  1967,  this  concept  has  been  energetically  pursued  by  the 
Child  Health  Section  of  the  Department,  and  the  result  has  been  a considerable 
extension  of  activity  by  its  doctors,  nurses  and  administrative  staff  as  will  be 
seen  below,  while  basic  and  fundamentally  important  duties  were  continued 
as  ever. 

Our  domiciliary  midwives  dealt  with  144  cases  of  home  delivery  in  the 
City,  including  their  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  in  co-operation  with  the 
family  doctors,  but  also  devoted  much  time  to  the  routine  post-natal  visitation 
of  cases  discharged  from  the  hospitals,  an  appropriate  facility  to  be  granted 
to  our  hospital  colleagues  in  view  of  the  heavy  pressure  under  which  Hospital 
Maternity  Departments  must  function  these  days. 

In  the  pre-school  field,  it  has  been  interesting  to  note  that,  despite  a 
falling  or  static  birth  rate,  the  attendances  of  children  at  child  health  clinics 
have  shown  a constant  rise  over  the  past  five  years,  a percentage  increase  of 
21.11%  being  noted  for  the  period  1963-67.  This  reflects  considerable  credit 
upon  the  day-to-day  work  of  the  Department’s  health  visitors  both  in  visitation 
and  in  the  clinics;  and  also  upon  the  Health  Committee  which  has  never 
grudged  its  support  nor  the  provision  of  good  working  facilities  as  evidenced 
by  the  regular  appearance  of  excellent  new  clinics  in  peripheral  areas  of  the 
City.  The  efficiency  of  an  area’s  Child  Health  Services  — of  which  the  Local 
Authority  Services  form  an  important  part  — tends  to  be  reflected  in  such 
“ yardsticks  ” as  its  infant  mortality  and  neo-natal  rates,  and  Dundee  has 
some  cause  for  congratulation  in  its  1967  figures.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was 
maintained,  as  in  recent  years,  at  19  while  the  neo-natal  mortality  rate  was  the 
lowest  in  the  City’s  history  at  11.  Both  these  figures  were  below  the  national 
figures,  and,  indeed,  the  City  of  Dundee  presented  the  lowest  figures  for  the 
four  Scottish  cities  under  these  headings  in  1967,  the  first  time  this  has 
happened. 

The  routine  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  continued  as  before  in  the 
routine  screening  of  school  children  at  appropriate  intervals,  immunisation,  and 
many  other  incidental  duties  falling  to  the  lot  of  school  medical  officers,  vary- 
ing from  visitation  at  the  Remand  Home  to  the  examination  and  immunisation 
of  large  numbers  of  school  children  who  leave  the  City  every  year  upon  visits 
to  foreign  countries;  but  of  more  particular  note  in  the  Session  1966/67  was 
the  considerable  volume  of  work  carried  out  under  the  headings  of  health 
education  and  research  involving  both  pre-school  and  school  children.  In  recent 
years  an  increasing  degree  of  attention  has  been  directed,  not  so  much  to  the 
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detection  of  established  diseases  in  children  by  routine  examination,  but  to  a 
more  deliberate  and  selective  policy  of  detecting  disease  earlier,  by  using  more 
sophisticated  methods,  before  symptoms  become  apparent.  If  this  is  done, 
treatment  can  be  brought  to  bear  at  an  early  stage  with  a correspondingly 
improved  outlook  for  the  person  concerned,  and  the  Child  Health  Section 
became  increasingly  involved  in  this  type  of  activity  during  the  year.  The  well 
known  ‘ At  Risk  ’ Register  was  in  full  operation,  as  were  the  Exceptional 
Registers  arising  from  it;  but  additional  research  was  put  in  hand  during  the 
year,  notably  in  the  early  detection  of  urinary  infection  in  female  school 
entrants.  This  work,  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  paediatricians  in  the 
Dundee  hospitals,  and  the  University  Department  of  Bacteriology,  revealed 
that  a significant  number  of  young  female  children  joining  Dundee  schools  at 
the  age  of  5 already  possessed  infection  of  the  renal  tract  of  such  an  order  as 
to  justify  rapid  hospital  investigation  and  treatment.  It  is  believed  that  this 
work  is  the  first  of  its  particular  type  to  be  undertaken  in  Britain,  and  import- 
ant conclusions  affecting  the  examination  of  female  school  entrants  may  be 
reached  when  this  work  is  completed. 

In  addition,  an  investigation  was  carried  out  in  the  Fintrv  area  by  the 
Department's  medical  and  nursing  staff  based  there,  with  the  staff  of  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department,  in  order  to  assess  the  value  of  routine 
medical  inspection  of  9 year  old  school  children.  Now  that  the  health  of  school 
children  is  so  much  better  as  a whole,  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  the 
9 year  old  routine  examination  should  continue  as  such,  or  should  be  replaced 
by  some  other  technique;  or  whether  there  should  be  a greater  attempt  to 
concentrate  medical  time  and  effort,  not  so  much  on  the  examination  of  entirely 
healthy  children,  but  on  the  detection  and  treatment  of  children  who  stand 
most  in  need  of  help?  This  question  remains  open  at  the  present  time.  The 
Department  co-operated  with  the  Bacteriological  Research  Laboratory  at 
o mdale  in  a trial  to  establish  the  effect  of  Gamma  Globulin  in  protecting 
contacts  of  Infective  Hepatitis,  or  “Jaundice”.  This  rather  miserable  disease 
is  quite  prevalent,  unfortunately,  and  it  would  be  a considerable  advance  were 
an  effective  means  to  be  found  by  which  the  contacts  of  patients  could  be 
prevented  from  developing  the  disease  themselves.  This  work  involved  the 
a ministration  of  Gamma  Globulin  to  many  children  who  were  potential  con- 
tacts of  cases  with  the  co-operation  and  permission  of  head  teachers  and 
parents,  and  the  results  of  this  work  will  be  awaited  with  interest. 

The  health  education  of  children  and  young  people  is  a matter  of  out- 
s an  ing  importance  these  days,  and  the  Child  Health  Section  was  also  engaged 
in  uns  held;  thus,  a full  syllabus  for  the  instruction  of  secondary  school  children 
m nealth  matters  was  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Education  Committee, 
which  approved  its  application  in  Dundee  schools.  This  syllabus  entered  into 
consi  erable  detail  embracing  topical  questions  in  particular,  such  as  cigarette 
smo  mg  and  sex  education.  The  latter  was  the  subject  of  repeated  discussions 
h 1 ^esentatives  of  the  Churches,  the  Education  Authority,  and  the  Public 

i epartment  in  order  that  some  common  policy  might  be  formulated  as 
regar  s presentation.  The  fact  that  the  City’s  illegitimacy  rate  reached  a “ new 


71 


high”  of  11.8  per  one  hundred  live  births  in  1967  indicates  a need  for  such 
advice  and  instruction,  although  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  City’s  young 
people  are  by  no  means  responsible  for  the  bulk  of  illegitimate  births.  Again, 
there  was  close  co-operation  between  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of  the 
Child  Health  Services  and  the  North  of  Scotland  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning 
Association  which  has  been  increasing  its  services  in  this  area.  The  Child 
Health  Section  also  participated  in  a campaign  designed  to  warn  the  public 
about  the  dangers  of  accidental  poisoning,  especially  in  children;  conducted 
a survey  into  the  types  of  footwear  worn  by  school  children,  and  the  consequent 
results;  and  it  has  also  initiated  a scheme  whereby  fireguards  might  be  made 
available  at  a small  cost  to  appropriate  households  where  there  might  be  some 
danger  to  children,  or  old  people,  of  accidental  burning. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 

Registration  of  Births  : 3,615  live  births  were  registered  in  Dundee  during 

1967,  corrected  to  3,279  (1,703  males  and  1,576  females)  after  allowing  for 
outward  and  inward  transfers.  This  represents  a live  birth  rate  of  18.0  per  1,000 
of  the  population  compared  with  18.2  in  1966. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  registered  in  the  City  was  428  and 
after  allowing  for  transfers  the  corrected  number  was  386  (203  males  and  183 
females)  which  is  equivalent  to  an  illegitimate  rate  of  11.8%  of  all  live  births 
compared  with  9.8%  in  1966. 

There  were  49  stillbirths  registered  in  the  City  during  the  year  and  after 
correction  for  transfers  the  corrected  figure  was  36  (15  males  and  21  females). 
The  stillbirth  rate  for  the  year  was  11  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 


Year 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1,000  population) 
Dundee  Scotland 

Illegitimate  Rate 
(per  100  live  births) 
Dundee  Scotland 

Stillbirth  Rate 
(per  1,000  tot.  births) 
Dundee  Scotland 

1963 

20.5 

19.7 

7.4 

5.2 

19 

19 

1964 

20.7 

20.0 

7.7 

5.4 

13 

18 

1965 

19.8 

19.3 

9.1 

5.8 

18 

18 

1966 

18.2 

18.6 

9.8 

6.4 

11 

16 

1967 

18.0 

18.6 

11.8 

6.9 

11 

16 

Notification  of  Births:  Notifications  were  received  of  4,132  live  births 
and  57  stillbirths.  Of  the  4,189  total  births,  296  live  births  and  35  stillbirths 
were  notified  as  premature,  i.e.  7.9%  of  all  births  were  notified  as  premature. 


Classification  of  Notified  Births  according  to  place  of  Confinement 
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Classification  of  Births  of  Dundee  Women 
according  to  place  of  Confinement 


Year 

Total  Births 
and  Stillbirths 

Institutional  Confinements 
Totals  Percentage 

Domiciliary  Confinements 
Totals  Percentage 

1963 

3,911 

3,527 

90.2 

384 

9.8 

1964 

3,932 

3,608 

91.8 

324 

8.2 

1965 

3,732 

3,439 

92.0 

293 

8.0 

1966 

3,304 

3,127 

94.6 

177 

5.4 

1967 

3,289 

3,148 

95.7 

141 

4.3 

Place  of  Confinement  for  the  years  1963  - 1967  inclusive 


74 


o 

co 

Cl 


O 


CO 

<o 

05 


2 8 


■*4* 

CO 

05 


(N 

m 


rr 

oo 

m 


m 


r- 

v-s 

Os 


*— 1 

OO  f 

Os  f OO 

TT 

00 

co 

<N  tJ- 

T ■< 

in 

vs 

' cn 

_ 

so 

v> 

tT 

Os 

r- 

ITS 

Os 

__ 

(N 

r — 

r-> 

so 

CN 

m 

fNl 

T— < 

to 

in 

rn 

/*N 

<*“V 

a* 

Os 

r»‘ 

N 

Os 

cn 

os 

(N 

cn 

m 

r- 

r-  [ 

(N 

SO 

79 

Os 

CO 

Tf 

T— . 

CO 

s 

** 

<N 

00 

OO 

v_^ 

OS 

V /■ 

s 

CO 

r- 

S 1 

so 

140 

00 

o 

SO 

T*H 

*— 1 

CO 

/•"“V 

00 

CN 

Os* 

d 

>— ✓ 

Os 

rj* 

oo 

Os 

On 

*n 

£ 1 

135 

r- 

<N 

»o 

*— « 

to 

E 


o 


Z 


O 

£ 

T3 


t-. 

tT 

a 

cl 

u. 

O 

t> 

O 

Q 


TJ 

a> 

T3 

a 

<u 


n 

G 


00 

- 


G 

2 


<D 


w—4 

X3 

S 

O 

3 

‘E 

to 

T3 

O 

G 

E 

00 

a 

d 

O 

CO 

to 

O 

Ih 

a 

Ih 

d 

a, 

CO 

o 

T3 

o 

4—1 

E 

OJ 

C 

o 

l 

Jto 

O0 

o 

E 

a 

d 

G 

o 

Hr 

r< 

3 

U 
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Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  : During  the  year  1967,  773  women  were 
attended  by  domiciliary  midwives  (this  figure  includes  610  early  hospital  dis- 
charges). and  of  these  126  were  delivered  at  home.  Of  this  total  82  (65.1%) 
applied  to  the  local  authority  for  the  services  of  a midwife  before  the  sixth 
month  of  pregnancy  and  20  (15.9%)  during  the  sixth  month;  in  further  detail: — 


Month  of  pregnancy  at  time  of  booking  Emergency  Cases  Total 

123456789 

2 11  35  34  20  12  8 3 1 126 

Bookings  by  Trimesters  for  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services 

1st  Trimester  2nd  Trimester  3rd  Trimester  Total 

1963  18  ( 5.0%)  240(67.0%)  100(28  0%)  358 

1964  24  ( 7.6%)  215(68.5%)  75(23.9%)  314 

1965  24 ( 9.1%)  186(70.5%)  54(204%)  264 

1966  _ 22(13.8%)  97(60.6%)  41(25.6%)  160 

1967  13(10.3%)  89(70.6%)  24(19.1%)  126 


Domiciliary  Bookings : All  women  who  wish  to  engage  a domiciliary 

midwife  under  section  23  (2)  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1947,  are  asked  to  apply  in  the  first  instance  at  the  Central  Clinic, 
1 Nelson  Street,  and  144  women  attended  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 
Initial  advice  and  information  is-  supplied  as  necessary  at  this  time.  No  cases 
are  accepted  for  domiciliary  confinement  unless  a practitioner  providing 
maternity  services  has  been  retained  by  the  patient.  Thereafter,  professional 
attention  is  provided  by  the  doctor  and  the  midwife  working  in  co-operation. 
Naturally,  the  emergency  case  was  unbooked. 

Administration  of  Analgesics  : All  the  local  authority’s  midwives  are 
qualified  to  administer  analgesia,  whether  by  gas  and  air  or  trilene;  during  the 
year  24  women  received  gas  and  air  analgesia  by  mid  wives,  14  received  trilene 
and  51  received  entonex. 


Visits  paid  by  Midwives : 2,445  ante-natal  (including  intra-natal)  visits 
and  6,077  post-natal  visits  were  paid  by  midwives  during  the  year.  Details,  and 
comparative  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Ante-natal  (including  intra-natal)  visits 

....  5,259 

4,927 

4,322 

3,002 

2,367 

No.  of  births  attended  

358 

316 

266 

161* 

128+ 

Post-natal  visits 

....  7,118 

8,031 

8,902 

5,812 

6.077 

* includes  one  set  of  twins  t includes  two  sets  of  twins 


Medical  Assistance : In  accordance  with  statutory  requirements,  the 

midwives  summon  medical  assistance  whenever  abnormality  or  illness  becomes 
evident  to  them  while  attending  a patient.  The  following  table  provides  the 
requisite  details  for  1967  and  comparative  figures  over  the  preceding  four  years. 
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1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

In  ante-natal  period 

104 

99 

97 

45 

36 

During  Labour  

In  puerperium — 

54 

26 

22 

8 

8 

For  mother  

21 

20 

29 

4 

2 

For  child 

31 

21 

18 

11 

5 

210 

166 

166 

68 

51 

= 

=3= 

Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951 : Under  the  above  Act,  the  local  authority 
has  a supervisory  function  as  regards  the  practice  of  midwifery  in  its  area; 
midwives  intending  to  practise  must  notify  the  local  authority  of  their  intention 
to  do  so  each  year;  during  the  year  under  review,  84  such  notifications  were 
received.  All  other  notifications  were  received  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  (Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1951). 

In  pursuit  of  the  local  authority’s  statutory  function  under  the  Nursing 
Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act  of  1938,  the  medical  staff  carried  out  the 
visitation  of  five  maternity  homes  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

As  is  the  usual  practice,  one  midwife  attended  a Refresher  Course  during 
the  year. 

Supply  of  Maternity  Outfits  : Every  expectant  mother  who  is  to  be  con- 
fined at  home  and  who  is  making  use  of  the  arrangements  for  expectant  mothers 
under  the  National  Health  Service,  is  entitled  to  be  supplied  with  a maternitv 
outfit  free  of  charge.  These  outfits  contain  the  main  dressings  required  at  the 
confinement  and  during  the  year  140  maternity  outfits  were  issued. 

Layettes : Layettes  are  issued  to  necessitous  cases  and  are  provided  free 
of  charge  for  babies  of  mothers  who  are  not  entitled  to  receive  maternitv 
benefit.  During  the  year  5 layettes  were  issued. 

Stillbirths  : As  already  stated,  the  stillbirth  rate  remained  at  11  as  it 
was  in  1966.  36  infants  (15  males  and  21  females)  were  stillborn  and  of  these 
7 (19.5%)  were  illegitimate  and  22  (61.0%)  were  premature.  During  1967, 
35  (97.2%)  stillbirths  occurred  in  institutions  and  1 (2.8%)  was  found  in  a 
refuse  bin. 

Comparison  of  Dundee  Stillbirth  Rates  with  other  Stillbirth  Rates  in  Scotland 


1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

Scotland  19  18  18  16  16 

G,ase°w  21  20  20  20  18 

Edinburgh  18  16  14  13  15 

Aberdeen  15  I5  12  j0  g 

Dundee  19  13  18  11  11 
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Causes  of  Pre-Natal  Death 
Males — 15  Females  — 21  Total  — 36 

1.  Causes  in  Mother  Total 

Accidental  and  other  ante-partum  haemorrhages  9 

Toxaemia  2 

Abnormalities  of  placenta  (insufficiency,  infarction,  etc.)  7 

18 

2.  Difficulties  in  Labour 

Cord  entanglement  

Prolapsed  Cord  1 

1 

3.  Foetal  Anomalies  and  Deformities 

Anencephaly  6 

Multiple  Deformities  5 

Hydrocephalus  2 

13 

4.  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown  Cause 

Postmaturity  2 

Asphyxia  — 

Prematurity  • 2 

4 

36 

Analysis  of  Stillbirths  according  to  Place  of  Delivery,  Social  Class,  etc. 

Number  of  notified 

Dundee  births  Number  of  Dundee 
Place  of  Delivery  and  Stillbirths  Stillbirths 

Institution 

Royal  Infirmary  1,581  16 

Maryfield  Hospital  1,538  19 

Nursing  Homes  „ 29  — 

Home  141  1* 

3,289  36 

* Unattended 
Social  Class 

I.  & II.  III.  IV.  & V.  Total 

No.  of  Stillbirths  5 13  18  36 

Percentage  of  Deaths  in  each  Social  Class  13.9  36.1  50.0  100.00 

Percentage  of  population  in  each  Social 

Class  (Dundee)  .....  12.7  49.2  38.1  100.00 


Causes  of  Neo  - Natal  Deaths 
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Comparison  of  Neo-natal  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  with  National  Rate 
and  with  other  Scottish  Cities 


Year 

Scotland 

Neo- 
I.M.  natal 

Glasgow 

Neo- 
I.M.  natal 

Edinburgh  Aberdeen 

Neo-  Neo- 

I.M.  natal  I.M.  natal 

Dundee 

Neo- 
I.M.  natal 

1963  

26 

17 

32 

19 

23  17  19 

11 

20 

13 

1964  

24 

16 

29 

18 

21  15  19 

14 

19 

13 

1965 

23 

16 

28 

18 

2d  17  19 

15 

18 

13 

1966  

23 

15 

30 

19 

22  15  15 

10 

18 

13 

1967  ___ 

21 

14 

25 

16 

21  15  23 

16 

19 

11 

Causes  of  Death  of  Children  aged  4 weeks  - 12  months 

Cause  of  Death 

4 wks. 
2 mths 

2 - 3 
mths. 

3-6  6-9 

mths.  mths. 

9 - 12 
mths. 

Total 

% 

Broncho  pneumonia  & other 

Respiratory 

Infections 

1 

1 

3 1 

1 

7 

26.9 

Meningitis  (not  T.B.) 

...  — 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

...  — 

3 

3 1 

1 

8 

30.8 

Accidents  at  Home 

...  — 

— 

5 1 

1 

7 

26.9 

Infections  of  the  Newborn 

...  2 

1 

— — 

1 

4 

15.4 

Violence 

...  — 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

11 

3 

4 

26 

100.0 

Analysis  of  Neo-natal  Deaths  according  to  Place  of  Delivery 


Place  of  Delivery 

No.  of  Notified  Dundee 
live  births 

No.  of  Dundee 
neo-natal  deaths 

Institution 

Royal  Infirmary 

1,565 

26 

Maryfield  Hospital 

1,519 

9 

Nursing  Homes 

29 

— 

Home 

Doctor  and/or  Midwife  (includes 
before  arrival  at  hospital) 

140 

1 

3,253 

36 

Of  35  mothers  (one  twin  pregnancy)  whose  babies  died  in  the  neo-natal 
period,  17  were  gainfully  employed  during  their  pregnancy;  of  these,  10  (58.8%) 
had  premature  deliveries.  18  mothers  were  not  employed  apart  from  home 
duties  and  10  (55.5%)  had  premature  babies. 
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Analysis  of  Neo-natal  Deaths  and  Deaths  of  Children  aged  4 weeks  to  12  months 

According  to  Social  Class 


Percentage  of  Dundee  Pomilation  in 

Class 
I.  and  II. 

Class 

m. 

Qass 

IV.  and  V. 

Total. 

each  Social  Class 

12.7 

49.2 

38.1 

100.00 

No.  of  neo-natal  deaths 

4 

17 

15 

36 

Percentage  of  neo-natal  deaths  in 
each  Social  Class 

11.1 

47.2 

41.7 

100.00 

No.  of  deaths  aged  4 weeks  to  12  months 

4 

6 

16 

26 

Percentage  of  deaths  aged  4 weeks  to 
12  months  in  each  Social  Class 

15.4 

23.1 

61.5 

100.00 

Deaths  of  Children  between  one  year  and  five  years:  In  addition  to 
deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  13  deaths  of  children  (5  males  and 
8 females)  aged  from  one  year  to  five  years  were  noted  by  the  Department. 


Cause  of  Death 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
Pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases 
Congenital  Malformations 
Meningococcal  Septicaemia 
Accidents  in  the  Home 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System 
Malignant  Neoplasm 
Other  Causes 


Males  Females  Total 

1 1 2 

— 1 1 

— 1 1 

1 - 1 

— 1 1 

— 22 
3 2 5 

5 8 13 


Maternal  Mortality  : There  was  one  death 

pregnancy  and  child  bearing. 


during  the  year  ascribed 


to 


local^mhnrftv  CHn,iCL:  As  PreviousJy>  ante-natal  clincs  administered  by  the 
Lochee-  Brook-  sf  ? d once  a week  m three  centres,  namely  Ancrum  Road. 
Amms  ThP  ? t n Br0Ughty  Ferry:  an<l  Balmoral  Avenue.  Douelas  and 
heafth  visitors  nmtvi  RegIOnal  HosPltal  Board  provide  the  medical  staff  and 
their  own?nte  n^l  . The  RegionaI  HosPital  Board  also  conduct 

A health  visitor  a tt  !?ICtat  Du?dee  Royal  Infi™ary  and  Maryfield  Hospital, 
between  the^h^snital^^H  b?sPlta  ante-natal  clinics  thus  providing  a liaison 
ako  m h P 1 ’ and  the  Iocal  authority's  Child  Health  Services-  there  is 

convenienc^attp6^  Patients  book^d  for  hospital  confinement  mav  for 

attend  hospital  dill  ’ ^ a"d  d°mici,iary  Cases  may 
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Attendances  at  Local  Authority  Ante-natal  Clinics 


Year 

Lochee 

Attendances 

Douglas  and 
Angus 
Attendances 

Broughty  Ferry 
Attendances 

Total 

Attendances 

1963  

701 

28 

1,111 

1,840 

1964  

946 

436 

1,079 

2,461 

1965  ...... 

1,070 

647 

1,223 

2,940 

1966 

1,369 

597 

1,272 

3,238 

1967  

1,397 

653 

1,485 

3,535 

Natal  Clinics 

New 

New  Cases  and  Attendances 

Lochee  Broughty  Ferry 

Total  New  Total 

New 

Total 

Total 

Year 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

Cases 

Attendances 

1963 

1 

1 

132 

168 

133 

169 

1964 

— 

— 

121 

167 

121 

167 

1965 

— 

— 

109 

155 

109 

155 

1966 

— 

— 

138 

170 

138 

170 

1967 

— 

— 

107 

140 

107 

140 

Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  : There  were  24,434  attendances  of 
infants  under  one  year  compared  with  22,989  in  1966;  there  were  also  9,582 
attendances  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  compared  with 
9,580  during  the  previous  year. 


Attendances  of  Children  at  Child  Welfare  Centres 


Year 

0 - 1 Year 

New  Cases 

1 - 5 Years 

Total 

0 - 1 Year 

Attendances 

1 - 5 Years 

Total 

1963  

2,111 

404 

2,515 

20,166 

9,861 

30,027 

1964  

2,298 

348 

2,646 

22,262 

12,957 

35,219 

1965 

2,464 

420 

2,884 

23,066 

9,169 

32,235 

1966  

2,701 

814 

3,515 

22,989 

9,580 

32,569 

1967  

2,698 

524 

3,222 

24,434 

9,582 

34,016 

601  (22.3%)  of  the  2,698  children  under  one  year  and  71  (13.5%)  of  the 
524  children  between  one  and  five  years  attending  the  clinics  for  the  first  time 
showed  defects. 


Mothercraft  Classes  : Classes  in  this  subject  were  continued  during  the 

year  in  peripheral  clinics  (Hawk hill,  Ancrum  Road,  Broughty  Ferry  and  Fintry) 
in  addition  to  the  existing  facilities  at  Nelson  Street. 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Year  sessions  women  attending  attendances 

1963  137  396  1,575 

1964  188  380  1,646 

1965  186  485  1,818 

1966  187  479  1,914 

1967  188  467  2,449 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic  : There  is  a weekly  session  at  Nelson  Street 
when  the  services  of  a consultant  are  available.  During  the  year  21  children 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  of  age  attended  this  clinic  for  the  first 
time. 


Nursery  Clinic  : A clinic  is  held  on  five  mornings  a week  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  children  before  admission  to  municipal  day  nurseries. 

v ..  _ Babies  Children  1-5  years 

Year  New  Cases  Readmissions  New  Cases  Readmissions  Total 


1963  178  124  789  912  2,003 

1964  D1  118  836  743  1,868 

1965  HO  100  772  803  1,785 

1966  72  64  642  761  1,539 

1967  74  50  817  526  1,467 


Immunisation  : The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  born 
in  1966  who  had  completed  courses  of  inoculation  for  protection  against 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis  by  the  time  they 
were  one  year  old  or  soon  afterwards. 


Total  no.  of  children  No.  of  those 

reaching  the  age  of  compieting  inoculation 
1 year  i.e.  babies  at  the  age  of  1 year 
r>  . „ _.  , , . born  in  1966  or  soon  after 

Protection  against  Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  3,064  2,802 

Protection  against  Smallpox  3,064  1,083 

Protection  against  Poliomyelitis  3,064  2,771 


Percentage 


91.12 

35.31 

90.44 


The  low  incidence  shown  for  Smallpox  Vaccination  reflects  two  relevant 
factors  : 


(a)  the  modern  custom  whereby  Smallpox  Vaccination  is  given  in  the  second 
year  of  life  when  undesirable  reactions  are  least  prevalent;  unfortunately 
attendances  at  baby  clinics  tend  to  fall  away  at  this  stage  also;  and 

(b)  an  apparently  lower  sensitivity  on  the  part  of  the  public  to  the  potential 
danger  of  Smallpox. 

This  state  of  affairs  will  be  the  target  for  an  increased  health  education 


Immunisation  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  : The  number  of  children  receiv- 
foflows11--  °f  ,mmunisation  at  ChiId  Welfare  Clinics  during  the  year  was  as 


No.  of  children 


Immunisation  receiZgT' 

. complete  course 

Triple  Antigen  (Primary)  644 

Triple  Antigen  (Maintenance)  7 

Poliomyelitis  (Sabin)  546 

Smallpox  


No.  of  children 
under  five  rears 
cceiving  a 
complete  course 

880 

948 

2.000 

979 
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Home  Visitation  by  Health  Visitors : During  the  year  1 967,  Health 
Visitors  made  87,944  visits  to  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age,  an 
increase  of  7,127  over  the  previous  year’s  figure. 


Home  Visitation  by  Health  Visitors 


1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

Ante-natal  visits  

11,199 

11,605 

11,270 

9,631 

10,388 

Post-natal  visits  

4,197 

4,522 

4,244 

3,819 

3,837 

Visits  to  children  under  1 year 

22,790 

22,927 

21,731 

19,390 

21,263 

Visits  to  children  between  1-5  years 

51,997 

49,152 

48,048 

47,977 

52,456 

90,183 

88,206 

85,293 

80,817 

87,944 

There  are  nine  Corporation  day  nurseries 


No.  of  Children 
on  Register  at  end 
of  1967 
0-2  2-5 

yrs.  yrs.  Total 

Total  Attendances 
for  1967 
0-2  2-5 

yrs.  yrs.  Total 

10 

21 

31 

2,464 

4,512 

6,976 

13 

23 

36 

2,493 

4,566 

7,059 

10 

23 

33 

2,108 

4,304 

6,412 

15 

21 

36 

2,869 

5,348 

8,217 

14 

24 

38 

2,531 

4,977 

7,508 

16 

27 

43 

3,183 

5,467 

8,650 

11 

24 

35 

2,360 

4,751 

7,111 

10 

19 

29 

1,857 

3,503 

5,360 

16 

26 

42 

3,472 

5,293 

8,765 

Day  Nurseries 

(a)  Provided  by  Local  Authority  : 
as  follows: — 

No.  of  Places 


Burgess  Street 

0-2 

yrs. 

12 

2-5 

yrs. 

28 

Total 

40 

Dudhope  Street 

12 

28 

40 

Fairbairn  Street 

12 

28 

40 

Flight’s  Lane 

15 

25 

40 

Harefield  Road 

12 

28 

40 

Lilybank  

20 

25 

45 

Linlathen  

12 

28 

40 

North  George  Street 

10 

18 

28 

Polepark  

20 

25 

45 

125 

233 

358 

115  208  323  23,337  42,721  66,058 


lb) 


Provided  by  firms  of  manufacturers  : — 


Tay  Textiles  Nursery 
Low  and  Bonar  Nursery 


No.  of  Places 

Attendances 

0-2  2-5 

years  years 

Total 

0 - 2 
years 

2 - 5 
years 

Total 

35  25 

60 

4,102 

5,916 

10,018 

20  45 

65 

3,116 

6,765 

9,881 

Training  of  Nursery  Students  : Ten  candidates  from  the  Corporation 

nurseries  were  presented  for  examination  during  the  year  and  eight  gained  the 
nursery  nurses’  certificate.  One  student  failed  the  written  examination  and  one 
student  failed  both  written  and  practical. 

Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act,  1938  : Six  nursing  homes 

are  registered  in  terms  of  this  Act  and  exemptions  in  terms  of  Section  6 of  the 
Act  were  renewed  in  respect  of  Clement  Park  Nursing  Home  and  St.  Ronan’s 
Home. 

Nurses  Agencies  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1945  : An  application  during 
the  year  on  behalf  of  Fernbrae  Nursing  Home  Ltd.  for  a licence  to  carry  on 
an  agency  for  the  supply  of  nurses  was  renewed. 
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Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948  : Thirteen  child 

minders  were  registered  under  the  above  Act  during  1967. 

Foster  Children,  Adopted  and  Illegitimate  Children  : The  Health  Visiting 
Staff  acts  in  co-operation  with  the  Children’s  Department  in  the  supervision 
of,  and  any  necessary  investigations  into,  the  health  of  such  children  and  those 
who  care  for  them. 


Ascertainment  and  Management  of  Deafness  in  Children  under  Five  years 

of  Age  : In  December,  1967,  a new  venture  was  started,  whereby  a Combined 
Assessment  Committee  on  Deafness  takes  place  for  an  hour  weekly  at  the 
Speech  and  Hearing  Clinic,  Royal  Infirmary,  Dundee.  The  Committee  com- 
prise Mr  A.  G.  D.  Maran  (Otologist),  Dr  T.  R.  Mackintosh  (Senior  Paediatric 
Registrar),  Dr  H.  S.  Mathewson  (Child  Psychiatrist),  Mr  Sturrock  (Senior 
Educational  Psychologist),  Miss  M.  Turner  (Headmistress  of  Deaf  School)  and 
Dr  E.  Badenoch  (Assistant  Medical  Officer  attending  Deaf  School  and  also 
supervising  deafness  screening  of  pre-school  children  in  Dundee).  The  dis- 
cussions are  already  proving  successful  in  reaching  decisions  on  the  welfare 
of  the  deaf  child  at  the  optimum  stage,  not  only  the  children  who  will  attend 
the  Deaf  School  but  those  children  with  lesser  degrees  of  deafness  who  will  go 
to  ordinary  schools  with  or  without  a hearing  aid. 


Statistical  Data: — 


Total  number  of  Children  screened  for  Deafness 

A.  Number  of  children  screened  on  district  by  health  visitors 
and  found  to  have  normal  hearing  (94%  of  whom  were 
aged  9 months  to  2 years) 


B.  Number  of  children  referred  for  first  time  to  specialist 
medical  officer  for  further  tests  (16  by  health  visitors, 
16  by  medical  officers  and  1 by  general  practitioner) 

Nine  of  this  group  were  referred  for  otologist’s  opinion. 


These  33  children  on  further  testing  showed:— 

(1)  Normal  hearing  response  (Including  4 with  family  history 
of  deafness,  2 backward  children,  5 intelligent  children 
with  indistinct  or  retarded  speech) 

(2)  Slight  hearing  loss  (Two  with  improved  hearing  after 
tonsillectomy  and/or  adenoidectomy,  1 blind  backward 
child,  and  1 with  perforated  drum  whose  hearing  im- 
proved after  treatment) 

(3)  Severe  hearing  loss  (See  details  at  end  of  report) 


C. 


One  child  reviewed  from  former  year  and  now  found 
have  normal  hearing 


to 


= 2,606 


= 2,572 


33 


33 


1 


TOTAL 


2,606 
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To  sum  up: — 

I.  Number  of  children  found  to  have  normal  hearing 

II.  Number  of  children  found  to  be  severely  deaf  and  re- 
quiring special  training  at  the  Deaf  School 

* (See  details  below) 

III.  Number  of  children  found  to  have  some  hearing  loss, 
3 of  whom  had  treatment  with  benefit 


2,595  (99.58%) 
4 (0.15%) 

7 (0.27%) 


TOTAL  = 2,606  (100.00%) 


* Severely  deaf  children: — 

(1)  First  of  twins,  birth  weight  31bs.  loz.,  who  suffered  from  respiratory  distress  re- 
quiring incubator  and  oxygen.  Referred  to  otologist  at  2 years  as  no  speech,  the 
other  twin  speaking  normally.  Hearing  aid  issued.  Admitted  to  Deaf  School  at 
3 years  3 months. 

(2)  Only  child  where  no  family  deafness.  Mother  had  toxaemia  of  pregnancy,  and  child 
suffered  from  “ influenza  illness  ” at  1 year  2 months.  Referred  by  medical  officer 
to  otologist  at  1 year  8 months  who  confirmed  severe  deafness  and  issued  hearing 
aid.  Admitted  to  Deaf  School  at  2 years  7 months. 

(3)  Illegitimate  child,  half-caste  Indian  (mother  now  married,  child  being  accepted  by 
husband).  Long  labour  and  child  suffered  from  cyanotic  attacks.  Referred  by  medical 
officer  to  otologist  at  1 year  8 months  because  of  lack  of  speech.  Deafness  con- 
firmed and  hearing  aid  issued.  Because  of  unsatisfactory  home  conditions,  day 
nursery  supervision  for  a time  but  arrangements  are  now  being  made  to  admit  her 
to  the  Deaf  School. 

(4)  Second  child,  mother’s  sister  was  deaf  and  attended  Deaf  School.  Referred  by 
health  visitor  to  medical  officer  at  9)  months  because  of  failure  to  pass  screening 
tests.  Examined  by  otologist  who  confirmed  deafness  particularly  in  the  frequencies 
1,000  and  upwards.  Her  case  is  being  reviewed  at  intervals  at  the  Speech  and 
Hearing  Clinic. 
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School  Health  Service 


1 . General  Statistics 

Population  of  the  Area  182,250 

(Registrar  General’s  Returns  at  31/12/66) 

1.  Number  of  schools  under  Management  of  the  Education  Authority. 

(a)  Infant  Schools 5 

(b)  Primary  Schools  41 

(c)  Secondary  Education: — 

(i)  Three  and  Four  Year  Courses  7 

(ii)  Five  and  Six  Year  Courses  5 

(Two  with  Junior  Secondary  Courses) 

(iii)  Modified  Course  

(d)  Pre-Vocational  Training  3 

(e)  Schools  for  Handicapped  Children  4 

(f)  Junior  Occupational  Centre  1 

(g)  Nursery  Schools  g 

(h)  Nursery  Classes  in  Primary  Schools 3 

2.  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority  and  by 
arrangement  for  medical  inspection. 

Primary  and  Secondary  1 

Under  Dundee  College  of  Education  Board  of  Governors 
and  by  arrangement  for  medical  inspection. 

(a)  Primary  School  1 

(b)  Nursery  Classes  2 

4.  Under  Private  Management  and  not  under  medical  inspection. 

(a)  Primary  and  Secondary  Education  ] 

(b)  Nursery  Schools 

Number  of  children  on  registers  33  520 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  31,320 


87 


2.  Sanitary  Conditions  in  Schools 

Total 
No.  of 

Open  and 
no  Washing 

Covered  and 
no  Washing 

No  Washing 

Description  of  School 

Schools 

Facilities 

Facilities 

Facilities 

Number  of  Schools  under 
management  of  the  Educa- 
tion Authority — 

(a)  Infant  Schools 

(b)  Primary  Schools 

5 

41 

1 (20.0) 
9 (22.0) 

6(14.6) 

(c)  Secondary  Schools  — 
(1)  Three  and  Four 
Year  Courses  

7 

2 (28.6) 

2 (28.6) 

(2)  Five  and  Six  Year 
Courses  (2  with 
Junior  Secondary 
Courses)  

5 

2 (40.0) 

2 (40.0) 

*(d)  Pre-Vocational  Train- 
ing   

3 

1 (33.3) 

1 (33.3) 

1 (33.3)* 

(e)  Schools  for  Handicap- 
ped Children 

4 

1 (25.0) 

1 (25.0) 

(f)  Junior  Occupational 
Centre 

1 

(g)  Nursery  Schools 

8 

— 

— 

___ . 

(h)  Nursery  Classes  in 
Primary  Schools 

3 

— 

— 



In  receipt  of  graut  from 
Education  Authority  and 
by  arrangement  for  Medi- 
cal Inspection — 

Primary  and  Secondary 

1 

Under  Dundee  College  of 
Education  Board  of  Gover- 
nors and  by  arrangement 
for  Medical  Inspection — 

(a)  Primary  School 

1 

(b)  Nursery  Class 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Under  private  management 
and  not  under  Medical 
inspection — 

(a)  Primary  and  Second- 
ary Education 

1 

82 

14(17.05) 

9(11.11) 

6(7.41) 

* This  refers  to  the  Commercial  College  which  is  at  the  moment  housed  in  various 
centres  which  cover  the  whole  range  of  school  facilities.  A modern  establishment  will 
be  available  in  the  near  future. 

The  Education  Authority  is  steadily  implementing  a decision  made  to  modernise 
and  generally  improve  sanitary  facilities  in  elderly  schools;  this  includes  such  im- 
provements as  heating  of  outside  playground  toilets  and  the  provision  of  roofs  where 
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applicable  in  addition  to  the  replacement  of  fittings  and  the  provision  of  more  where 
this  was  indicated. 

Inevitably,  some  Limitations  are  imposed  by  the  problems  of  space  but  the  most 
effective  compromise  has  been  sought  in  every  such  case. 


Staff  Statistics 

Staff 

Full-Time 

Part-Time 

Whole-Time 
Equivalent  for 
School  Health 
Services 

Number  of 
Children 
per  Person 

Medical  Officers 

8 

2 

6 

5,500 

Health  Visitors  and 
Nurses 

45 

16 

24 

1,400 

Other  Staff 

11 

— 

8 

4,140 

3.  Organisation  and  Administration 

(a)  System  and  Extent  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 

The  groups  of  children  prescribed  for  systematic  medical  inspection 
for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1967,  were  : — 

1 . Entrants. 

2.  Children  bom  in  J957. 

3.  Children  born  in  1953. 

4.  Children  born  in  1950. 

5.  Children  born  in  1959  (vision  and  hearing  only). 

Summary  in  terms  in  sessions,  of  the  Work  of  the  Medical  Officers. 


Systematic  Medical  Inspection  _ 457 

Special  Visits  to  Ordinary  Schools  _ 61 

For  the  purpose  of  Immunisation  _ 324 

For  medical  examination  of  pupils  before  final  acceptance  for  resi- 
dence in  Belmont  Camp  School  and  other  Special  Examinations  137 

Visits  to  Special  Schools 44 

Nursery  Schools  and  Classes  87 

Further  Educational  Establishment  _ 39 

Consultation  Clinic  Sessions  _ 648 

Clinic  Sessions  for  the  examination  of  children  requiring  convales- 
cence in  Holiday  Home  15 

Clinic  Sessions  for  the  medical  examination  of  children  for  holiday 

camps  25 

Visits  to  Remand  Home 63 

Sessions  spent  at  Lectures,  D.R.I.  and  other  duties  412 


Special  Examinations  by  Medical  Officers. 

other  than  those  included  in  Table  I. 
Children  selected  for  Belmont  Camp  School 


Children  selected  for  Holiday  Camps  and  Holiday  Abroad  1,523 

Applicants  for  licences  for  employment  607 

Examination  of  Children  2-5  years  560 

Re-examination  of  Children  2-5  years  162 

Children  examined  for  Auchterhousc  Holiday  Home  ......  243 

Examinations  in  Remand  Home  130 
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Immunisation  : Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  : 

No.  Examined  3,060 

Primary  Diphtheria/Tetanus  279 

Combined  Diphtheria/Tetanus  142 

Boost  Diphtheria/Tetanus  1,880 

Refusals 612 

Not  eligible  113 

Left  District  26 

Boost  Diphtheria  7 

Primary  Tetanus  1 

Boost  Tetanus  — 


It  should  be  explained  that  the  figure  of  612  for  “refusals”  would  also 
include  children  whom  the  parents  intend  to  be  immunised  by  the  family  doctor 
as  necessary. 

Immunisation  against  Poliomyelitis:  A total  of  1,625  school  children 

received  appropriate  immunisation  against  this  disease;  of  these,  79  completed 
a primary  course,  and  1 ,546  received  a maintenance  dose. 

Tuberculosis  — B.C.G.  Vaccination  : This  well  established  procedure 

follows  a routine  course  each  year.  The  figures  for  the  session  1966/67  are  — 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  3,412  pupils 

accepted  by  3,251  „ (95.30%) 

refused  by  60  „ 

Ueaf  Test  was  given  to  3,195  „ 

Positive  reaction  549  „ (17.15%) 

Negative  reaction  2,581  „ 

B.CG.  Vaccination  was  given  to  2,312  „ 

Absentees,  etc 101  „ 


Vaccination/Inimunisation  for  School  Children  going  on 
Organised  Continental  Holidays 


Boys  Girls  Total 

Smallpox  67  81  148 

Typhoid-paratyphoid  220  253  473 


(b)  Further  Educational  Establishments : There  were  287  full-time 

students  medically  examined  during  the  session  1966/67. 

Regular  visits  were  also  paid  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Department  to  give  advice  as  necessary  regarding  the  general  health  of  students. 

(c)  School  Nursing  and  Arrangements  for  Follow-up : A statistical 

summary  of  the  work  done  by  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  is  shown  in 


the  following  table  ; — 

Sessions  on  Medical  Inspection  640 

Sessions  on  Diphtheria  Immunisation  in  Schools  130 
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Sessions  on  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  in  Schools  773 

Additional  Visits  to  Schools  3,154 

Nursery  Schools  83 

Sessions  at  Consultation  and  Treatment  Clinics  939 

Orthopaedic  Clinics  at  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary  41 


Visits  to  homes  by  Health  Visitors 

Of  School  Age  Children  in  connection  with  Infectious 


Diseases  189 

Of  School  Age  Children  concerning  T.B.  infection 

and  contact  75 

Of  School  Age  Children  for  other  reasons  (including 

those  following  medical  inspection  in  school)  2,195 


A total  of  2,459  visits  were  paid  to  1,235  school  and  nursery  school 
children. 


Cleanliness  Inspections  : The  number  of  children  found  with  evidence  of 
head  infestations  at  medical  inspection  during  session  1966/67  was  244  (2.72%) 
as  compared  with  322  (3.74%)  and  369  (4.08%)  in  sessions  1965/66  and  1964/65 
respectively.  For  uncleanliness  of  the  body,  the  figures  were  47  (0.52%)  for 

the  current  session,  35  (0.41%)  for  session  1965/66  and  30  (0.33%)  for  session 
1964/65. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  carried  out  class  inspection  in  their 
regular  visits  to  the  school,  and  these  inspections  numbered  136,493  during  the 
current  session. 


(d)  Co-ordination  with  other  Departments  of  the  Authority,  with  volun- 
tary associations,  and  others  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  children  : As  in 

previous  years,  a harmonious  relationship  has  been  maintained  with  other 
departments  and  voluntary  organisations,  to  our  mutual  benefit. 


4 The  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection:  During  session  1966/67.  8,986 
children  were  examined  at  systematic  medical  inspection.  A total  of  457 
sessions  was  spent  on  this  work  and  the  average  number  of  children  examined 

per  session  was  19.7.  In  Table  II  at  the  end  of  this  report  the  details  are  shown 
in  statistical  form. 


The  number  of  parents  who  were  present  at  the  examination  of  their 
children  was  as  follows 


Inspection  of — 

Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group  

Secondary  Age  Group 


Parents  present 
2,509 

676 

393 

10 


Percentage 

82.00 

32.39 

12.80 

1.30 


Recording  of  Heights  and  Weights  of  School  Children  bom  on  the  5th,  15th  and  25th  day  of  the  month  and  Examined 
at  Routine  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Prescribed  Age  Groups  for  the  Session  1966  - 67 
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Average  Weight  42.381b.  40.581b.  65.511b.  64.531b.  97.551b.  101.481b.  134.881b.  123.091b. 
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1 -2.  Clothing  and  Footwear : The  percentage  of  children  found  this 
session,  with  clothing  unsatisfactory  was  0.25  as  compared  with  the  figure  of 
0.37  in  the  previous  session.  For  unsatisfactory  footwear,  the  figures  were 
1.68  for  session  1966/67  and  1.65  for  session  1965/66. 

4.  Skins:  705  children  (7.86%  of  those  examined)  were  found  to 
possess  skin  conditions.  This  is  an  overall  decrease  of  0.77%  in  relation  to  last 
session’s  findings. 


5.  Nutritional  State  : During  the  session,  0.65%  of  all  children  examined 
were  considered  to  be  in  a state  of  slight  under  nutrition.  This  represents  a 
total  of  58  children  out  of  8,986  children  examined. 


6.  Mouth  and  Teeth  Unhealthy  : There  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  suffering  from  unhealthy  mouths  this  session.  The  figure  was  3.8% 
as  opposed  to  3.4%  recorded  in  the  session  1965/66. 


Naso-pharynx  : There  was  a slight  decrease  during  the  session  in  the 
e number  of  cases  of  Naso-pharyngeal  obstruction  requiring  observation,  and 
a decrease  in  number  requiring  operation.  There  was,  however,  a slight  rise 
under  the  heading  of  “ other  conditions  ”. 


8.  Eyes : 

•(a\n™?al  Diseases:  °f  the  8,986  children  examined  during  the 
session  l966/67,  1.19%  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  blepharitis  compared 
wi  i e previous  session’s  figure  of  1.0%.  As  regards  strabismus  2.29%  of  the 

s^sion  "l  96^/66ned  ***  ^ tWS  defeCt  as  compared  with  2.05%  in 

on,v(L  ^ua,.Acuity:  7116  Percentage  of  children  found  this  session  with 
only  tair  vision  (i.e.  vision  not  worse  than  6/12  in  the  better  eye)  was  13  53°/ 
which  represents  an  increase  of  1 .40%  over  the  previous  year.  ' 

9.  Ears : 

suffering  (*orrhea  : (The  Percentage  of  children  found  to  be 

g om  otorrhea  was  0.40%,  an  increase  over  the  previous  session's 
figures,  which  was  0.28%.  Children  found  lo  be  suffering  from  other  disease 

?965/66ear  "Umbered  73  (°'81%)  “ C0"'Parcd  » (0  8™%)  ."  tZZ 


foundin' t ^e^t*ve  Hearing:  Of  all  children  examined,  1.32%  (78)  were 
tound  with  a Grade  I defpri  nnrt  n me/  /om  . , /o  v / 

defect  aerect,  and  0.33  /0  (20)  were  found  to  possess  a Grade  II 
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Audiometric  Survey  : The  number  of  children  with  defective  hearing  on 

the  register  at  30th  June,  1967,  was  248  classified  as  follows  : — 

Grades 


I. 

Ha. 

lib. 

Totals 

Girls 

52 

56 

13 

121 

Boys 

71 

44 

12 

127 

123 

100 

25 

248 

At  present  there  are  75  hearing  aids  being  used  by  school  children  in 
Dundee,  50  by  pupils  of  the  School  for  the  Deaf  and  25  pupils  of  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools.  A routine  audiometric  survey  of  7-year-old  children,  and 
for  school  entrants,  is  carried  out  during  the  course  of  each  session.  During  the 
session  1966/67,  8,487  children  were  examined  in  this  way.  The  results  of  these 
examinations  will  follow  below. 


AUDIOMETRIC  SURVEY 
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10.  Speech:  1.06%  of  the  children  examined  were  found  to  possess 

defective  articulation,  a slight  increase  over  the  figure  as  recorded  for  the 
previous  session.  Stammering  was  found  as  a defect  in  0.22%  of  the  children 
examined.  This  was  a slight  decrease. 

1 1 . Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions  : There  was  a decrease  in  the 
percentage  of  children  suffering  from  conditions  under  this  heading;  2.74%  of 
those  examined  were  thus  affected,  compared  with  3.10%  for  the  previous 
session. 


12.  Circulatory  System  : The  percentage  of  children  found  at  medical 
inspection  with  organic  heart  disease  was  relatively  lower  this  session;  the 
percentage  for  congenital  heart  disease  was  0.33%  as  compared  with  0.34% 
last  year,  while  the  percentage  for  acquired  conditions  was  0.06%  as  compared 
with  0.08%  last  year.  As  regards  functional  states,  the  percentage  rose  from 
0.68%  to  0.79%. 

13.  Lungs:  The  percentage  of  children  encountered  with  chronic 
bronchitis  showed  a marked  increase  (0.38%  to  0.61%);  there  was  a decrease 
in  the  incidence  of  suspected  tuberculosis  (0.03%  to  nil)  and  in  other  respiratory 
diseases  a slight  increase  (1.61%  to  1.98%). 

14.  Deformities  : The  percentage  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from 
deformities,  both  congenital  and  acquired,  was  8.02%  in  the  session  1966/67, 
compared  with  the  previous  session’s  figure  of  7.85%. 


Special  Examination  in  Schools 
Examinations: — 

In  ordinary  schools 
In  special  schools  


Children  Examined  Children  Defective 
Initial  Re-examina-  Initial  Re-examina- 
Examination  tion  Examination  tion 


1,677 

267 

1,944 


718 

419 


1,137 


880 

267 


1,147 


433 

419 

852 


Examinations  following  routine  inspections:- 


In  schools 


Children  Examined 

1,944 

Initial  Examination 


Children  Defective 

1,147 

Re  - exam  ina  tion 


Defects  recorded 

Head — Vermin  

Ordinary  School 
8 

Special  School 

1 

5 

Nits  

185 

12 

48 

Other  conditions 

35 

— 

15 

Body — Vermin  

51 

2 

16 

Other  conditions 

158 

8 

71 

Diseases  of  tonsils  

26 

14 

58 

Defective  vision  

116 

40 

87 

Diseases  of  eye  

31 

20 

47 

Defective  hearing  

32 

64 

19 

Diseases  of  car  

29 

4 

27 

Speech  defect  

20 

148 

55 

Mental  or  nervous  conditions  

57 

178 

347 

Infectious  diseases  

5 

— 

9 

Other  conditions  

249 

85 

271 

96 


Special  Examination  in  Clinics 

Initial  Examination  Re-examination 

Pre-School  School  Pre-School  School 

36  723  29  839 

5.  Medical  Treatment 


(a)  Minor  Ailments  Consultation  Clinic  Attendances 


Pre- School  Children 
Cases  Consultations 

School 

Cases 

Children 

Consultations 

Central 

13 

17 

294 

425 

West  

54 

76 

287 

730 

Lochee 

7 

11 

62 

97 

Broughty  

4 

4 

23 

24 

Maryfield  



— 

280 

356 

Linlathen  

4 

9 

360 

553 

St.  Michael’s 



— 

234 

299 

Camperdown 

3 

7 

37 

44 

King’s  Cross 

13 

24 

291 

361 

Douglas 

1 

1 

162 

236 

Fintry 

— 

— 

246 

399 

99 

149 

2,276 

3,524 

Treatment  Clinic  Attendances 
Total  for  Ten  Clinics  and  One  Scabies  Treatment  Centre 


Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  minor  injuries,  etc 

Cases. 

Attendances. 

No.  At. 

608 

1,873 

3.08 

Diseases  of  ear 

23 

32 

1.39 

Diseases  of  eye  (excluding  defective  vision) 
Diseases  of  Skin — 

110 

201 

1.82 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

_ 

Ringworm  fbody)  • 

1 

2 

2.00 

Scabies 

15 

46 

3.07 

Impetigo 

20 

48 

2 40 

Other  diseases 

119 

280 

2.35 

Scabies  Treatment  Centre 
Speech  'Iherapy 
Child  Guidance 

133 

New  Cases 

664 

New  Cases 

21 

363  2.73 

Return  Cases 

2,285 

Return  Cases 

395 

(b)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint : The  following  figures  show  the 
number  of  attendances  made  by  Dundee  school  children  at  the  Dundee  Eye 
institution  for  investigation  into  errors  of  refraction.  All  consultations  and 

Eyt^Service  CaiT*e<^  out  ^ *he  Ophthalmologists  operating  the  School 
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Errors  of  Refraction: — 

First  visits  by  children  of  school  age 204 

Return  visits  by  children  of  school  age  2,253 


2,457 


Dispensing  Optician  : Any  child,  for  whom  glasses  are  prescribed,  is 
measured  and  fitted  by  the  Dispensing  Optician,  who  also  carries  out  adjust- 
ments and  certain  minor  repairs  to  existing  equipment. 

Orthoptic  Treatment : When  specific  treatment  of  this  nature  is  required 
for  strabismus,  children  are  referred  to  the  Orthoptist  in  the  Dundee  Eye 
Institution.  Cases  seen  in  session  1966/67  were  as  follows  : — 


First  attendances  by  children  of  school  age  268 

Return  visits  by  children  of  school  age  2,128 

Total  Attendances  2,396 


(c)  Nose  and  Throat  (Operative  Treatment) : The  number  of  cases  who 

were  seen  by  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Consultant  at  his  weekly  clinic,  were 
as  follows  : — 

School  Children 


New  Cases  129 

Return  Cases  47 


176 


Diagnoses  were  made  as  follows: — 

Ear  Conditions  Cases.  Attendances. 

Deafness  35  36 

Wax  12  12 

Other  Conditions  20  25 

Nose  Conditions — Cases.  Attendances. 

Nasal  obstruction  9 9 

Nasal  Discharge  ..  10  11 

Epistaxis  8 8 

Other  Conditions  15  18 

Throat  Conditions — Case-.  Attendances. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids 20  21 

Tonsils  16  16 

Adenoids 8 8 

Other  Conditions  23  23 
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REFERRALS: — 

Dundee  Royal  Infirmary  School  Children 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  68 

X-ray  24 

Bilateral  proof  puncture  with  removal  of  tonsils  11 

Other  Conditions  ... . |7 

Deafness  Clinic 

Clinical  examinations  36 

Audiogram  3 


(d)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  (Specialist’s  Treatment) : By 

arrangement  with  the  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board,  children  suffering 
from  orthopaedic  and  postural  defects  may  be  referred  to  orthopaedic  surgeons 
who  hold  regular  sessions  at  the  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary  and  at  Kemback 
Street  Clinic.  The  School  Health  Service  is  informed  of  all  relevant  findings. 
Again,  provision  exists  whereby  children  receiving  special  educational  treat- 
ment in  Fairmuir  School  are  seen  on  the  premises  by  orthopaedic  surgeons  at 
regular  intervals.  Physiotherapy  is  provided  in  the  gymnasium  attached  to  the 
school.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  at  Fairmuir  School  during  the  session 
1966/67  are  as  follows 

Number  of  cases  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic  Consultants 61 

6.  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment : See  separate  report  by  the  Chief 
Dental  Officer. 

7.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

(a)  Fairmuir  School  (physically  and  mentally  handicapped) 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

On  roll  at  31/7/66 

229 

167 

396 

Admissions 

40 

24 

64 

Re-admissions  from  hospital 

— 

2 

2 

Admitted  from  Occupational  Centre 



. 

. 

Transferred  to  hospital 

— 

3 

3 

Transferred  to  Occupational  Centre 

1 

2 

3 

Transferred  to  Approved  School  or 
Institution 

9 

1 

10 

Transferred  to  other  area 

6 

4 

10 

Transferred  to  ordinary  school 

7 

6 

13 

Left  — decertified 

— - 

I 

1 

Fit  and  left 



Deceased 

1 

. 

1 

Left  — over  age 

15 

15 

30 

To  Home  Register 

. ... 

. 

i 

On  roll  at  31/7/67 

230 

161 

391 
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(b)  Coldsidc  Occupational  Centre  Boys  ^ Totaj_ 

On  roll  at  31/7/66  50  40  90 

Admitted  from  waiting  list  9 3 12 

Transferred  to  ordinary  school  — — • — 

Left  1 9 10 

On  roll  at  31/7/67  58  34  92 


(c)  Sight  Saving  School  Boyg  Girls.  TotaL 

On  roll  at  31/7/66  14  7 21 

Admitted  — 1 1 

Transferred  to  ordinary  school  3 — 3 

Left  — over  age  — • — ■ — • 

Transferred  to  other  special  schools  4 4 8 

On  roll  at  31/7/67  7 4 11 


(d)  School  for  the  Deaf  Boys  Girls.  XotaL 

On  roll  at  31/7/66  28  20  48 

Admitted  8 3 11 

Transferred  to  ordinary  school  — 2 2 

Transferred  to  other  special  schools  — — — 

Left  — over  age  3 4 7 

On  roll  at  31/7/67  33  17  50 


(e)  King’s  Cross  Hospital  Annexe  School  Boys  Girls  TotaL 

On  roll  at  31/7/66  4 4 8 

Admitted  24  19  43 

Discharged  23  18  41 

On  roll  at  31/7/67  5 5 10 


Residential  Special  Educational  Treatment  provided  for  Dundee  children. 


On  roll  Dis-  On  roll 

at  Admitted  charged  at 
31/7/66  1966-67  1966-67  31/7/67 

B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G.  B.  G. 

Coltness  House  School,  Wishaw  2 1 — — — — 2 1 

Convent  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Edinburgh  — 2 — — — — — 2 

East  Park  Home,  Glasgow  — 1 — 1 — — — 2 

Harmeny  House  School,  Midlothian  3 1 1 — — 14  — 

Kilquhanity  House,  Castle  Douglas  — — 1 — — — 1 — 

Lendrick  Muir  School,  Kinross  23  12  — — 3 5 

Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh  1 — 1 — — — 2 

Redhill  School,  Kent  1 — — — — — 1 — 

Camphill-Rudolph  Steiner  Schools  — — 1 — — — 1 — 

Stubton  Hall,  Newark  1 — — — — — 1 — 

Stanmore  House,  Middlesex  — — — 1 — — — 1 

St.  Ninian’s,  Falkland  — — 2 — — — 2 — 

Trefoil  School,  Edinburgh  1 — — — — — 1 — 

Westerlea  School,  Edinburgh  1 — — — — — 1 — 

12  8 7 4 — 


1 19  11 
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Ascertainment  of  Mentally  Handicapped  Children 


Examined 

Re-Examined 

Total 

Pre-School  Children 

36 

29 

65 

School  Children 

60 

25 

85 

Total 

96 

54 

150 

— 

— 

■ 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Admitted  to  Special  Schools 

26 

16 

42 

On  Waiting  List  at  31/7/67 

10 

9 

19 

Admitted  to  Occupational  Centre 

8 

1 

9 

On  Waiting  List  at  31/7/67 

1 



1 

Admitted  to  Residential  Schools 

3 

2 

5 

On  Waiting  List  at  31/7/67 

2 



2 

No  facilities  available 





Ascertained  under  Section  65 

2 

2 

4 

Ascertained  under  Section  66 

15 

10 

25 

Classification  of  Significant  Handicaps  in 

Children 

Group 

Condition 

Pre-School 

School 

Total 

1. 

Central  Nervous  System 

85 

543 

628 

2. 

Visual  Defects 

11 

25 

36 

3. 

Hearing  Defects 

6 

54 

60 

4. 

Orthopaedic  Defects 

91 

49 

140 

5. 

Cardiovascular  Svstem 

32 

88 

120 

6. 

Respiratory  System 

9 

34 

43 

7. 

General  Diseases 

58 

100 

158 

8. 

Maladjustment 

18 

18 

292 

911 

1,203 

* Wherc  a child  has  two  or  ir'ore  defects,  the  severity  of  the  handicap  decides  the 
placing  in  the  above  list. 

r ^ r^ster  *s  being  maintained  of  all  children  in  the  area  with  significant 
detects.  The  cases  are  filed  by  date  of  birth  and  as  each  child  approaches  school 
entry  an  examination  is  carried  out  to  ascertain  whether  the  child  requires 
placement  in  a special  school  or  not. 


MENINGOMYELOCELE 

Dr  Grant,  Section  Head  of  the  School  Health  Service,  reports  as  follows  : 
Meningomyelocele  is  a severe  form  of  spina  bifida.  Essentially  it  is  a 
miure  of  the  normal  development  of  the  spinal  column  and/or  spinal  cord. 

ntil  recently,  most  cases  of  meningomyelocele  died  and  never  attained  school 
age.  it  1 the  development  of  new  and  effective  treatments  for  this  condition, 
arger  numbers  of  children  with  meningomyelocele  have  survived  and  are 
reaching  school  age.  These  children  can  be  a problem  educationally  for. 
although  their  lives  have  been  saved,  yet  they  are  frequently  severelv  disabled 
p ysically  and  require  much  nursing  care,  not  only  at  home,  but  in  school, 
when  considerable  numbers  attend  a special  school,  the  proportion  of 

E child  iaS  t0  be  mCreased  in  order  t0  with  the  sP^iaI  needs  of 
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Despite  what  is  often  a very  severe  physical  defect,  many  children  with 
meningomyelocele  are  of  normal  intelligence.  They  require  every  educational 
advantage  whether  they  attend  an  ordinary  or  a special  school. 

In  1964,  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Education  and 
Science  has  observed,  in  a survey  conducted  in  London  and  the  neighbouring 
counties,  that  30%  of  affected  children  were  attending  an  ordinary  school  and 
70%  were  attending  a special  day  or  residential  school.  Ineducability  was  a 
rare  event. 

To  ensure  that  a sizeable  proportion  of  affected  children  attend  ordinary 
school,  close  personal  understanding  of  the  problem  as  it  touches  upon  the 
children  and  their  parents  is  required  by  both  the  medical  and  educational 
staff.  The  problem  is  new,  it  is  increasing  and  new  attitudes  are  essential.  A 
child  does  not  cease  to  attend  an  ordinary  school  because  he  is  disabled;  he 
does  so  only  if  his  needs  cannot  be  met  there.  In  such  instances,  a balance  must 
be  struck  between  his  physical  needs  and  his  educational  needs.  It  is  essential 
that  any  child  attending  a day  school  for  physically  handicapped  children 
should  have  the  same  educational  facilities  as  he  would  have  had  had  he  re- 
mained in  the  ordinary  school.  Were  this  not  the  case,  then  suitable  residential 
schooling  — at  a considerable  cost  to  the  education  authority  — would  have 
to  be  found. 

In  the  1964  survey  conducted  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer,  the  prevalence 
of  this  condition  in  the  school  population  of  London  and  adjacent  counties 
ranged  from  one  child  in  7,000  to  one  child  in  1 1,000.  If  this  rate  still  prevailed 
then  in  Dundee,  the  expected  number  of  cases  in  the  school  population  would 
be  3-5.  In  fact,  20  severe  cases,  mostly  in  pre-school  children,  are  known 
already.  In  the  accompanying  table  the  age  distribution  of  the  children  is  given. 


Dundee  Children  with  Meningomyelocele  by  Age 


Age  at  end  of  1967 

Age  12 
10 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 
1 

Under  1 


Number  of  children 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

1 

1 

3 


Total  20 


All  of  these  children  are  severely  affected  cases  and  many  will  require 
special  education. 

Before  1966,  there  was  only  one  such  child  attending  school  (Fairmuir 
School);  this  is  the  child  now  12  years  old  in  the  table  above.  Since  then  one 
10  year  old  child  has  returned  from  Stoke  Mandeville  and  now  attends  Fairmuir 
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School.  The  5 year  old  also  attends  this  school.  The  6 year  old  attends  the 
Demonstration  School.  Thus,  in  a brief  time,  the  numbers  attending  Fairmuir 
School  have  gone  up  from  1 to  3 and  it  is  to  be  noted  that  for  the  year  1 968 
there  are  4 other  children  whose  cases  are  now  being  assessed.  It  is  clear  that 
there  will  be  a rapid  increase  of  such  children  attending  Dundee  schools.  In 
the  pre-school  age  group,  at  the  end  of  1966,  there  are  16  cases,  i.e.  just  over 
3 cases  per  year.  It  is  difficult  forecasting  from  what  is  statistically  small 
numbers,  but  were  this  rate  to  continue  then  it  is  likely  that  ultimately  there 
will  be  in  the  Dundee  school  population  not  less  than  30  such  cases,  most  of 
whom  will  require  special  education.  It  is  possible,  even  likely,  that  in  the 
future  the  prevalence  may  be  higher  still.  In  school  planning,  as  in  planning 
for  a replacement  of  Fairmuir  School,  changes  of  prevalence  such  as  this  must 
be  considered.  It  seems  likely  that  the  provision  for  physically  handicapped 
children  in  the  “ new  Fairmuir  ” should  be  increased  and  that  greater  nursing 
accommodation  and  staffing  will  be  required.  The  question  of  the  type  of 
special  education  most  suitable  for  these  new  pupils  may  require  discussion. 


Nursery  Schools  and  Classes  : The  figures  relevant  to  existing  establish- 
ments are  as  follows  : — 


A. 


Nursery  Schools 

Polepark  

Wesley  House 

Bellfield  

Wallacetown  

Ellengowan  

Cotton  Road 

Kirkton  

Fintry  

Nursery  Classes 

Dens  Road  School  

Lifl'  Road  School  

Ancrum  Road  School 
Demonstration  School 

TABLE  I. 
1966  - 67 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at: — 

Ordinary  Schools— 

Entrants  

Second  Age  Group  (1957) 

Third  Age  Group  (1953) 

Senior  Secondary  Schools — 

Age  Group  (1950) 


Average  No.  on  the  Roll 
Boys  Girts 


20 

20 

24 
27 

25 
37 

36 

37 


19 
16 

20 
23 
25 

29 

30 
30 


13 

11 

6 

14 

13 

7 

22 

20 

e (i)  • 

Systematic 

Examinations 

~ <«9 

Other  Systematic 
Examinations 

3,060 

— 

2,067 

20 

2,988 

82 

656 

113 

8,771 

215 

1959  Age  Group  (Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing  only) 


618 
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B.  Other  examinations: — 

Special  Cases  1,944 

Re-inspection  by  Medical  Officers 1,137 

Number  of  INDIVIDUAL  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations 
who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment: — 

c («>  (ii) 

Systematic  Other  Systematit 

Examinations  Examinations 

Entrants  441  — 

Second  Age  Group  (1957)  289  2 

Third  Age  Group  (1953)  355  20 

Secondary  Age  Group  (1950)  72  8 

1959  Age  Group  127  2 


1966-67 

SYSTEMATIC  EXAMINATIONS 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  ALL  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area 

Session  1966  - 67 


DISABILITY 


03 

c 


o 

° 


O 

x: 

o 

W 


S§ 

to  o 

0Jco 

w _ 


o 

E- 


1.  Blind 


2.  Partially  sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  error  in 
which  the  curriculum 
of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the 

eye,  e.g.  cataract,  ul- 
ceration, etc.,  which 
render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school 
books  or  to  see  well 
enough  to  be  taught  in 
an  ordinary  school  


3 Deaf— 

Grade  I 156 

Grade  Ila  81 

Grade  lib  — 

Grade  III 


4.  Defective  Speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation 

requiring  special  edu- 
cational measures  503 

(b)  Stammering  requiring 

special  educational 
measures  161 


8 — — — 8 

— — — 156 

18  — — — <8 

32  — — — 32 


503 

161 


5.  Mentally  Defective  (Child- 
ren between  5 and  16  years) — 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approxi- 
mately 50  - 70)  ......  14 

351 

3 

368 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q  gener- 
ally less  than  50)  — 

92 

4 

2 

V? 
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DISABILITY 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care 
in  a residential  school) 


g 

— 

N 

C3 

C 

2 

3 

o 

jC 

o 

go 

■a  2 

Sr? 

n 

c 

CO 

o 

2 

W O 
<273 

ss  _ 

e 

<73 

< w 

c 

< 

o 

H 

54 

13 

— 

— 

— 

67 

5 

15 

_ 

1 

21 

7.  Physically  Defective  (Child- 
ren between  5 and  16  years) — 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis (excluding  cer- 
vical glands)  2 


(b)  General  orthopaedic 


conditions  

1,381 

40 

(c) 

Organic  heart  disease 

120 

— 

(d) 

Other  causes  of  ill- 
health 

80 

12 

2 1,423 

120 

12  10* 


Children  with  multiple  defects  have  been  placed  in  the  above  table  according 
to  the  severity  of  the  defect. 
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Dental  Services 


Report  by  Mr  DAVID  A.  FINLAYSON 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  1 submit  the  report  on  the  work  of  the  Dental 
Section  for  the  year  ending  31st  July,  1967. 


Staff  : In  last  year’s  Report  it  was  urged  that  consideration  be  given  to 

an  increase  of  staff.  This  has  now  been  done  and  with  10  dental  surgeons,  10 
surgery  assistants  and  1 clerkess  we  are  now  operating  a ratio  of  one  dental 
surgeon  to  approximately  3,000  school  children.  In  addition,  dental  inspection 
of  over  3,000  ante-natal  patients  is  carried  out  and  treatment  is  provided  for 
a large  number.  Details  are  found  in  the  following  tables. 


Premises : — Progress  has  been  delayed  in  the  re-construction  of  Broughty 
Ferry  Clinic,  but  we  are  hopeful  that  this  will  be  completed  this  year.  It  is  also 
hoped  that  progress  will  be  made  in  connection  with  the  new  clinics  which  are 
to  be  erected  at  St.  Mary’s/Ardler  and  Kirkton.  We  have  waited  for  many 
years  for  these  clinics,  particularly  that  at  St.  Mary’s/Ardler. 


Dental  Health  Education  : We  continue  with  our  comprehensive  pro- 
gramme of  dental  health  education.  As  in  1966,  all  school  entrants  will  receive 
a dental  pack  containing  a tooth-brush,  toothpaste  and  a beaker  bearing  the 
“ Happy  Smile  ” slogan.  The  cost  is  shared  with  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health 
Department  and  the  scheme  is  supported  by  all  local  authorities  in,  Scotland. 

In  our  Annual  Competition  among  school  entrants  for  the  class  with  the 
best  oral  hygiene  the  winners  were — 1st,  Blackness  School;  2nd,  Hillside;  and 
3rd,  Eastern.  We  are  indebted  to  all  Head  Teachers  and  Infant  Mistressesi  for 
the  interest  they  show  and  for  the  encouragement  they  give  to  their  pupils. 

We  have  now  almost  completed  our  study  of  the  value  of  our  Dental 
Health  Campaign  which  was  carried  out  in  November  1960/March  1961.  It 
will  be  recalled  that  the  results  at  the  end  of  the  Campaign  and  six  months 
later  were  given  in  the  Reports  of  1961  and  1962.  The  result  of  the  study  of 
300  children  during  the  past  6 years  will  be  of  value.  The  importance  of  dental 
health  education  cannot  be  over-emphasised  especially  in  the  younger  children 
and  its  place  in  a local  authority  dental  service  is  very  important  for  all  the 
Priority  Classes  for  whom  we  have  dental  responsibility. 


Inspections  : The  numbers  inspected  during  the  year  were,  Pre-School 

children  — 1,356;  School  children  — 30,868;  and  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  — 3,194. 
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Attendances  for  Treatment : Pre-School  children— 821,  School  children— 
17,198,  and  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers— 1,952. 

The  following  tables  show  the  details  of  treatment  carried  out  during  the 

year. 


Thanks  : We  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Eastern  Regional  Hospital  Board 
for  the  assistance  and  co-operation  received  from  Dr  Shearer  and  his  staff  of 
the  Anaesthetic  Department  of  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary  and  from  Mr  D. 
Munro,  Orthodontic  Consultant.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the  staffs  of  the  City’s 
schools  for  their  interest  and  co-operation  and  to  the  staffs  of  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinics  at  Dundee  Royal  Infirmary  and  Maryfield  Hospital. 

The  Chief  Dental  Officer  attended  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  British 
Dental  Association  in  Birmingham  from  24th -28th  July,  1967.  This  was  a 
very  interesting  conference  which  dealt  with  many  aspects  of  the  work  of  a 
local  authority  dental  staff  and  was  of  value  in  keeping  us  abreast  of  the  times. 
Two  Dental  Officers  attended  a Refresher  Course  on  “Current  Trends  in 
Public  Dentistry  ” at  the  Dundee  Dental  School  from  28th  - 30th  September. 
1966.  One  Dental  Officer  attended  a Refresher  Course  on  Anaesthetics  from 
13th  - 18th  March,  1967,  in  Aberdeen  University.  These  Courses  have  been  of 
great  value  as  the  knowledge  gained  has  in  general  been  passed  on. 

Local  Authority  Dental  Service 
(School  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare) 


Year 

1966 

-67 

General  Statistics 
Routine  Dental  Inspection 

Aged 
0-4  yrs. 

1,356 

Aged 
5-17  yrs. 
or  over 

30,868 

Ante-Natal 

3,066 

Post-Natal 

128 

With  Dental  Defects  . 

570 

17,877 

1,363 

128 

Offered  Treatment 

563 

13,440 

751 

128 

Accepting  Treatment  . 
Treated  by  L.A.  Dental 

362 

6,111 

622 

128 

Officers 

342 

5,818 

416 

128 

No.  made  Dentally  Fit 

324 

4,903 

258 

108 

Special  and  Emergency  Cases 

252 

1,151 



- 

Attendances  for  Treatment 

821 

17,198 

1,380 

572 

Number  who  were  Inspected  by  the  Dental  Officers 

Systematic 
Age  Inspection 

3 or  under  621 

Emergency 

Cases 

95 

Total 

716 

4 

735 

157 

892 

1,356 

252 

1,608 
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Systematic  Emergency 


Age 

Inspection 

Cases 

Total 

5 

2,999 

133 

3,132 

6 

3,257 

158 

3,415 

7 

3,265 

120 

3,385 

8 

3,239 

144 

3,383 

9 

2,967 

147 

3,114 

10  

3,057 

133 

3,190 

11  

2,870 

93 

2,963 

12  

2,339 

67 

2,406 

13  

2,390 

70 

2,460 

14  

2,425 

52 

2,477 

15  

1,211 

17 

1,228 

16  

532 

15 

547 

17  or  over 

317 

2 

319 

30,868 

1,151 

32,019 

Ante-Natal 

3,066 

— 

3,066 

Post-Natal 

128 

— 

128 

3,194 

— 

3,194 

Details  of  Treatment 

(a)  Fillings — 

Routine 

(1) 

School 

Special  and  Total  Columns 
Emereency  (1)  and  (2)  M. 
(2)  (3) 

& C. 
(4) 

(i)  Permanent  Teeth 

8,686 

202 

8,888 

650 

(ii)  Deciduous  Teeth 

3,562 

157 

3,719 

351 

tb)  Extractions  (not  including 

orthodontic) — 

(i)  Permanent  Teeth 

1.243 

244 

1,487 

1,144 

(ii)  Deciduous  Teeth 
Administration  of 

3,402 

811 

3,853 

411 

general  anaesthetic 

1,494 

466 

1,960 

354 

Other  operations — 

Permanent  Teeth 

3,907 

520 

4,427 

977 

Deciduous  Teeth 

2,186 

323 

2,509 

600 

Dentures — 

Partial 

50 

— 

50 

79 

Full 

1 

— 

1 

152 

Repairs  to  Dentures 

11 

— 

11 

16 

Radiographs— No.  of  Exposures  149 

— 

149 

36 

(not  including  orthodontic) 
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4.  Orthodontic  Treatment 

No.  of  Cases  continued  from  previous  year 

New  Cases 

Cases  Completed 

Cases  Discontinued 

Cases  Continuing  at  end  of  Year 

Attendances  for  Treatment 

No.  of  Consultations  with  R.H.B.  Orthodontist 

No.  of  Diagnostic  Examinations 
(not  followed  by  treatment) 

No.  of  Cases  Treated — 

(a)  With  Removable  Appliances 

(b)  With  Fixed  Appliances 
No.  of  Extractions  (non-carious) — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

(b)  Deciduous  Teeth 
Repairs  to  Orthodontic  Appliances 
Radiographs  : No.  of  Exposures — Intra-oral 


91 

175 

109 

43 

114 

1,298 

81 

School 

D.S. 

43 

56 

7 

164 

199 

8 

82 
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Sanitary  Department, 
93  Commercial  Street, 
Dundee. 

To  the  Honourable, 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland;  and 

The  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates  and  Councillors — 

the  Local  Authority  of  the  City  of  Dundee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I comply  with  one  of  the  many  statutory 
obligations  placed  upon  me  and  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1967  giving 
statistical  and  general  details  concerning  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department 
during  that  year  and  incorporating  information  requested  by  the  Central 
Authority  in  their  circular  “Health  and  Welfare  Services  No.  39/1967  ” of 
date  28th  December,  1967. 

An  event  of  note  in  the  history  of  the  department  took  place  on  Monday, 
27th  March,  1967,  when  the  office  address  was  changed  from  17  City  Square 
to  93  Commercial  Street.  The  City  Square  offices  had  been  the  home  of  the 
department  since  1951,  but  time  and  progress  does  not  stand  still.  Very  con- 
siderable changes  and  increases  in  duties  and  responsibilities  gave  rise  over 
the  years  to  inevitable  staff  increases  until  the  stage  was  reached  when  the  old 
accommodation  was  no  longer  suitable  and,  in  fact,  did  not  comply  with  many 
of  the  requirements  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  a 
piece  of  legislation  it  is  our  duty  to  enforce  elsewhere.  Alternative  accommoda- 
tion therefore  became  an  urgent  necessity  and  the  new  offices  at  93  Commercial 
Street,  which  are  much  more  commodious  and  lend  themselves  better  to  the 
present-day  needs  of  the  department,  now  provide  much  better  working  con- 
ditions for  the  staff  and  meet  all  the  statutory  requirements  laid  down. 

Once  again,  I take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  appreciation  for  the 
encouragement  and  support  which  continue  to  be  extended  to  me  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Corporation,  and  particularly  does  this  apply  to  my  Conveners 
during  the  year — Councillor  Mrs  J.  B.  Saggar,  who  held  office  until  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  and  Councillor  Thomas  Dailly,  her  successor. 

The  invaluable  assistance  given  by  other  Corporation  departments,  and 
their  willing  co-operation  at  all  times,  are  also  gratefully  acknowledged. 

As  usual,  warm  appreciation  of  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  staff  of  the 
department  can  also  be  most  sincerely  and  justifiably  expressed. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  FOREMAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
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FOREWORD 

The  report  which  follows  will,  I am  sure,  support  the  contention  that  the 
year  1967  could  reasonably  be  said  to  be  one  of  satisfactory  progress  so  far 
as  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  is  concerned.  Legislation  and  practi- 
calities relating  to  housing,  food  and  drugs,  food  hygiene,  offices,  shops  and 
railway  premises,  clean  air,  factories,  noise  abatement,  nuisances,  pest  eradica- 
tion, port  health  administration,  and  so  on,  all  received  due  attention  and  the 
staffing  position  was  much  better  than  it  had  been  for  some  time. 

A cause  for  considerable  regret,  however,  is  that  the  difficult  financial 
position  which  exists  nationally  at  the  time  of  writing  has  persuaded  the  Cor- 
poration to  suspend  progress  for  one  year  in  the  establishment  of  Smoke 
Control  Areas  under  the  Clean  Air  Act.  It  can  only  be  hoped  that  circum- 
stances will  permit  of  the  programme  being  restarted  at  the  end  of  this  period 
because  it  must  always  be  remembered  that  this  is  a very  valuable  public 
health  project — in  fact,  an  exercise  in  preventive  medicine. 

On  the  credit  side  could  be  said  to  be  the  decision  of  the  Local  Authority 
to  resume  the  use  of  Clearance  Area  procedure  under  the  Housing  Acts.  Since 
the  last  war  our  activities  in  Dundee,  which  have  not  been  inconsiderable,  for 
dealing  under  the  Housing  Acts  with  unfit  dwellings  have,  in  the  main,  been 
by  way  of  Closing  Orders  and  Demolition  Orders,  Clearance  Areas  beins 
considered  a duplication  of  procedure  for  securing  the  redevelopment  of  the 
City.  This  has  resulted  in  the  presence  of  far  too  many  eyesores  throughout 
the  town  in  the  form  of  buildings  where  the  dwellings  have  been  condemned 
and  emptied  and  become  derelict  but  whose  demolition  can  not  be  enforced. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  for  small  areas,  carefully  selected,  which  are 
outwith  designated  Comprehensive  Development  Areas  and  which  have  be- 
come largely  derelict  because  of  condemnations  under  the  Housing  Acts,  the 
use  of  Clearance  Area  procedure  could  well  be  a useful  aid  in  furthering  de- 
sirable redevelopment,  particularly  if  carried  out  in  close  collaboration  with 
the  Planning  Authority. 

While  still  on  the  subject  of  housing,  I feel  it  pertinent  to  mention  once 
again  that  in  Dundee,  as  in  all  cities,  there  are  large  numbers  of  old  houses 
lacking  some  or  all  of  the  amenities  that  have  rightly  come  to  be  regarded  as 
essential  and  very  many  of  these  dwellings  could  still  have  a long  and  useful 
ire  ahead  of  them  provided  they  are  reconditioned  and  modernised  in  time, 
o this  end  a small  amount  of  suitable  tenement  property  in  the  City  has  been 
acquired  and  modernised  by  the  Corporation  over  the  past  few  years,  and  a 
certain  amount  of  modernisation  of  sub-standard  dwellings  has  also  been 
earn  out  by  private  companies  and  individuals.  But  progress  under  this 
?.ea‘ ?g  ,has  been  disappointingly  slow  and  regret  must  therefore  be  expressed 
tnat,  to  date  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  to  applv  those 
provisions  of  Part  IV  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1966.  which  give  power 
require  by  compulsion  the  reconstruction  and  modernisation  of  appropriately 
SL  , ?Tately  0wned  substandard  dwellinghouses,  including  those  in 

“sual  burial  assistance  by  way  of  grants  and  loans  are,  of 
course,  available  for  this  work. 
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In  the  sections  of  the  report  dealing  with  food  and  food  hygiene  matters 
much  comment  and  constructive  and  helpful  criticism  will  be  found.  A great 
deal  more  could,  of  course,  be  said  and  here  I should  like  to  comment  on  the 
number  of  food  premises  where  no  real  effort  is  made  to  keep  out  dogs  or 
discourage  customers  from  bringing  such  animals  on  to  the  premises;  also 
where  no  real  effort  is  made  to  prohibit,  or  at  least  discourage,  customers  from 
smoking  while  in  the  premises.  The  law,  unfortunately,  only  prohibits  em- 
ployees from  smoking  while  handling  food,  but  surely  it  is  not  asking  too 
much  for  the  customers  to  also  show  an  example  and  refrain  from  smoking  in 
the  interests  of  hygiene.  A few,  but  only  a few,  food  traders  in  the  City  have 
so  far  seen  fit  to  display  appropriate  notices  on  those  lines  throughout  their 
premises  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  value  of  such  action. 

I should  also  like  to  exhort  food  traders  to  pay  greater  attention  to  the 
importance  of  proper  stock  rotation,  particularly  so  far  as  the  short  life  perish- 
able goods  are  concerned.  Almost  all  the  complaints  received  from  the  public 
relating  to  the  sale  of  mouldy  pies,  sausage  rolls  and  such  like,  are  found  on 
investigation  to  be  due  to  carelessness  or  a “ couldn’t-care-less  ” attitude  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  traders  are  once  again  reminded  that  food  in  such 
a condition  is  definitely  unfit  for  human  consumption.  It  is  therefore  a serious 
offence  to  sell  same,  and  those  who  do  so  are  almost  invariably  prosecuted. 

Lastly,  turning  to  the  milk  industry,  I wonder  how  long  it  is  going  to  be 
before  the  sale  of  milk  in  non-returnable  containers  is  to  become  general. 
Great  advances  have  been  made  in  recent  times  in  the  production  of  cartons 
which  are  economically  and  aesthetically  acceptable  and  to  which  no  relevant 
operational  objections  would  appear  to  exist.  When  one  considers  the  misuses 
to  which  many  of  the  glass  bottles  are  put  and  the  subsequent  contamination 
and  difficulties  in  cleaning,  to  say  nothing  of  the  spoilage  to  the  countryside 
and  open  spaces  in  towns,  dangers  to  children,  and  so  on,  from  discarded  and 
broken  bottles,  surely  the  time  has  now  been  reached  when  serious  considera- 
tion might  be  given  to  fixing  in  advance  a date  in  law  when  the  sale  of  milk 
by  retail  must  only  be  in  non-returnable  containers. 
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Staffing 

Since  the  preparation  of  the  last  Annual  Report  no  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  approved  establishment  of  the  department,  which  therefore  remains 
as  follows  : — 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Depute  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

4 Senior  Inspectors 

5 Assistant  Senior  Inspectors 

6 Supervisory  Inspectors 
2 Inspectors 

4 Apprentice  Inspectors 
2 Food  Hygiene  Officers 

10  Technical  Assistants' — five  on  a temporary  basis  for  Smoke 
Control  Area  survey  work 
1 Senior  Clerical  Assistant 
4 Clerical  Assistants 
1 Senior  Shorthand-Typist 
1 Shorthand -Typist 

At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  two  of  the  temporary  Technical  Assist- 
ants have  been  seconded  to  the  City  Factor’s  department  for  a short  time 
because  of  the  Corporation’s  decision,  due  to  the  difficult  financial  situation, 
to  suspend  temporarily  progress  in  the  establishment  of  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

The  only  vacancy  on  the  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  for  an  Inspector. 

Death-Rate  : Density  of  Population  and  Acreage 

The  death-rate  per  1,000  for  1967,  as  corrected,  was  11.3  compared  with 
12.8  for  1966,  and  11.8  for  1965. 

The  population,  as  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1967  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  was  182,284. 

The  acreage  of  the  City,  excluding  foreshore,  is  12,294,  which  works  out 
at  14.83  persons  per  acre. 

Burial  Grounds  and  Cremation 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  interments  which  took  place 
during  1967  at  the  various  cemeteries  within  the  City  : — 


Eastern  Necropolis  550 

Western  Necropolis  377 

Western  Cemetery  (Perth  Road)  52 

Barnhill  Cemetery  92 


St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  Downfield  

Mains  Parish  Church  Burial  Ground  1 


At  the  Crematorium  1,685  cremations  were  carried  out  during  the  same 
period. 
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Rainfall 

The  total  rainfall  in  Dundee,  as  noted  at  the  Official  Measuring  Station 
at  Mayfield  Hostel,  was  23.29  inches,  as  against  35.43  in  1966,  27.81  in  1965 
and  23.65  in  1964. 

The  monthly  figures  are  shown  below  : — 


January 

..... 

— 

— 

2.49  inches 

February  ..... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.22  „ 

March 

— 

1.40  ., 

April 

— 

0.77  inch 

May 

— 



3.73  inches 

June 



..... 

0.98  inch 

July 



1.12  inches 

August 

— 

1.22  ,. 

September  

..... 

— 

— 

3.09  „ 

October 

— 

3.05  „ 

November  

— 

2.21  ,. 

December  

1.01  ., 

23.29 


This  shows  an  average  fall  of  1.94  inches  per  month,  compared  with  2.95 
for  1966,  2.32  for  1965  and  1.97  for  1964. 


Water  Supply 

Mr.  J.  Scrimgeour,  B.Sc.,  M.I.C.E.,  A.M.I.Mun.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  Water 
Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Dundee  Corporation,  kindly  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing data  relating  to  the  Local  Authority’s  Undertaking  : — 

“ The  sources  and  system  of  supply,  along  with  the  area,  remain  as 
hitherto — the  extent  of  the  catchment  areas  is  unchanged,  but  there  have  been 
changes  in  reservoir  capacities  and  surface  area  of  reservoirs  due  to  the 
additions  and  extensions  carried  out  at  service  reservoirs  during  the  past  four 
years.  The  figures  relating  to  the  consumption  per  head  per  day  agree  with 
the  current  adjusted  census  figures. 

The  reduction  in  quantity  in  the  compensation  water  to  streams  is  due  to 
the  Dundee  Corporation  (Backwater  Reservoir,  etc.)  Order,  1964,  which 
permits  reduction  of  compensation  water  to  the  Melgam  River  to  2 m.g.d.  from 
the  1st  January  to  15th  October  in  each  year  during  the  period  of  reservoir 
construction.  The  effective  date  of  commencement  was  the  17th  March,  1964. 
During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to 
industrial  consumers  and  a decrease  in  the  quantity  supplied  to  domestic 


consumers. 
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Consumption 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  for  all  purposes  for  the  year 
ended  15th  May,  1967,  was  15,194,000  gallons;  in  addition,  2,715,000  gallons 
passed  as  Compensation  Water  to  Streams.  This  represents  a daily  consumption 
per  head  of  population  supplied  within  the  area  of  direct  supply  of  69.18  gal- 
lons, of  which  42.12  gallons  is  for  domestic  and  non-metered  supplies  and 
27.06  gallons  for  trade  and  general  industrial  purposes  supplied  through  meter, 
and  a balance  of  666,000  gallons  per  day  was  supplied  in  bulk  to  other 
authorities. 

The  minimum  daily  consumption  for  the  same  period  was  10,723,000 
gallons  and  the  maximum  16,854,000  gallons. 


Chemical  Analyses  of  Waters 

The  following  are  the  average  chemical  analyses  for  Lintrathen  and 
Crombie  waters  as  supplied  during  1 967  : — 


Lintrathen 

Lintrathen 

(Filtered) 

Crombie 

(Filtered) 

pH  Value 

7.10 

7.06 

7.34 

Colour  (Hazen  Scale)  

Hardness  in  Clarke’s  Degree* — 

10.00 

5.83 

5.42 

Temporary 

0.75° 

0.54° 

1.25° 

Permanent 

1.17° 

3.85° 

5.44° 

Combined  Alkalinity  as  CaCO, 

20.23  p.p.m. 

33.20  p.p.m. 

55.36  p.p.m. 

Combined  Chlorines  ..._. 

12.10  pp.m. 

16.58  p.p.m. 

23.70  p.p.m 

Nitrates  

0.19  p.p.m. 

0.57  p.p.m. 

2.68  p.p.m. 

Nitrites  

— 

— 



Free  Ammonia  

0.1 17p.p.m. 

O.Ollp.p.m. 

0.014p.p.m. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.127p.p.m. 

0.041p.p.m. 

0.075p.p.m. 

Lead  or  other  poisonous  metals 

0.04  p.p.m. 

0.04  p.p.m. 

— 

Bacteriological  Analyses  of  Waters 

Filtered  and  Chlorinated  Water — 
Lintrathen* 

Crombie 
Unfiltered 


Clas*  of  Water 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count 
present  in  100  ml.  absent  in  100  ml. 


2% 

98% 

0% 

100% 

22% 

78% 

after  Chlorine  Treatment — 

Lintrathen  (taken  at  Clatto) 

* Proportion  filtered  at  Gagie  ” 


Sources  of  Water  Supply  — Other  than  Corporation 

Three  wells  and  springs  within  the  City  boundary  continue  in  use,  details 
being  as  follows  : — 

Domestic  purposes  1 

Manufacture  of  aerated  water  1 

Riding  School — Watering  horses  1 
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Complaints  Relating  to  Insanitary  Conditions  and  Public  Health  Nuisance* 

The  number  of  complaints  under  this  heading  received  during  the  year 
totalled  3,313  and  required  11,874  visits  and  inspections  by  the  staff.  These 
resulted  in  4,450  requests,  verbal  and  written,  being  made  to  property  owners, 
factors,  authors  of  nuisances  and  other  persons  responsible,  requiring  the 
removal  of  3,765  causes  for  complaint. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  complaints  and/or  nuisances 


encountered  and  dealt  with  : — 

Choked  and  defective  watercloset  basins,  sinks,  drains,  etc.  .....  1,076 

Choked  and  defective  rones  and  rainwater  conductors  — — 123 

Leaking  roofs  ......  — — — — — — 182 

Defective  chimneys  — — — — — 50 

Internal  disrepair  of  houses  (dampness,  wall-plaster,  etc.)  — 827 

Dilapidated  refuse  bins  — — — — — — 23 

Dirty  bin  stances  — — — — ••  161 

Dirty  and  verminous  houses  — — — — — 219 

Rat  infestations — — — — 297 

Dirty  stairs,  passages  and  water-closets  — — — — 150 

Miscellaneous  — — 657 


3,765 

In  securing  the  abatement  of  nuisances  the  co-operation  of  house  factors 
was  received  in  the  majority  of  cases  without  having  to  resort  to  the  service 
of  Statutory  Notices  in  terms  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

Reasonably  prompt  attention  was  also  given  by  the  various  building 
tradesmen,  especially  where  there  was  evidence  of  hardship,  although  it  has  to 
be  recorded  that  there  seems  to  be  an  unfortunate  reluctance  on  the  part  of 
many  contractors  nowadays  to  show  an  interest  in  jobbing  work.  Modern 
bonus  working  methods  are  no  doubt  the  cause. 

Nuisances  involving  choked  drainage  were  again  in  the  majority,  and  in 
certain  cases  where  tenement  properties  were  the  subject  of  mutual  responsi- 
bility delay  was  not  unusual  in  having  the  necessary  work  carried  out.  The 
reasons  for  this  have  been  explained  in  previous  Annual  Reports  but  it  has 
now  been  decided  to  ignore  the  Public  Health  Act  altogether  when  dealing 
with  such  matters  and  to  use  in  future  only  the  powers  contained  in  local 
legislation  and  under  which  the  Local  Authority  may  go  in  and  do  the  work 
if  this  has  not  been  carried  out  within  seven  days  after  notice  in  writing  has 
been  given.  The  Corporation  also  agreed  to  delegate  power  to  serve  the  neces- 
sary notices  without  reference  to  the  appropriate  Committee.  In  this  way  it  is 
hoped  to  achieve  a much  needed  acceleration  in  the  carrying  out  of  drainage 
repairs. 

Derelict  buildings  were  again  the  source  of  many  complaints  due  to  the 
barricades  of  door  and  window  openings  having  been  removed,  allowing  the 
houses  to  become  dumps  for  discarded  rubbish.  In  many  cases  also,  vandals 
reduce  the  interior  of  these  properties  to  an  extremely  dangerous  condition, 
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and  great  difficulty  is  frequently  experienced  in  persuading  owners  to  do  what  is 
necessary  to  put  matters  right.  The  position  is  worsened,  of  course,  if,  as 
frequently  happens,  the  owners  cannot  be  traced. 

During  the  year  Court  action  had  to  be  taken  against  the  owners  of  two 
dwellings  who  failed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  remedy  dampness  on  the 
internal  walls;  also  against  an  owner  who  refused  to  remove  an  accumulation 
of  discarded  lumber  deposited  near  the  entrance  to  a tenement  property.  In 
the  first  two  cases  the  Sheriff  instructed  the  Corporation  to  do  the  work  and 
later  granted  decree  for  the  recovery  of  expenses.  In  the  last  case  he  imposed 
a daily  penalty  of  10/-  until  the  lumber  was  removed. 

Air  Raid  Shelters 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Secretary  of  State  agreed  to  a temporary 
relaxation  in  the  arrangements  governing  the  demolition  of  air  raid  shelters 
so  as  to  enable  still  more  to  be  demolished  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the 
expense  of  the  Exchequer.  Under  this  scheme  approval  was  received*  for  the 
removal  of  500  of  the  remaining  825  surface  shelters  within  the  City  and  this 
work  was  commenced  during  December. 

Routine  inspections  of  air  raid  shelters  continued  throughout  the  year  and. 
as  usual,  several  cases  were  discovered  where  the  entrance  barricades  had 
been  removed  so  that  the  shelters  could  be  used  as  repositories  for  discarded 
household  furniture,  etc.  All  such  cases  were  given  early  attention  on  the 
information  being  passed  to  the  responsible  officials. 

Verminous  and  Dirty  Houses  and  Persons 

Bugs.  The  incidence  of  bed  bug  infestation  of  dwellinghouses  has  now 
declined  to  such  an  extent  that  during  1967  only  two  houses,  covering  four 
rooms,  had  to  receive  treatment.  This,  of  course,  reflects  the  efficiency  of 
modern  disinfestation  methods  along  with  the  very  great  improvements  in 
social  conditions  that  are  constantly  taking  place  throughout  the  City. 

Other  Anti-Social  Insects.  Effective  treatment  was  carried  out  at  234 
premises  throughout  the  City  to  eradicate  insects  other  than  bed  bugs,  includ- 
ing fleas,  lice,  silverfish,  earwigs,  cockroaches,  ants,  wood-beetles  and  mites. 

Dirty  Houses.  The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  totalled  37,  and  requests 
tor  improvement  generally  brought  an  immediate  response.  Where  poverty  in 
the  household  was  an  allied  factor  and  bedding  was  found  to  be  dirty  and 
inadequate,  the  co-operation  of  departments  concerned  with  social  welfare 
was  readily  obtained  in  providing  replacements.  Follow-up  visits  were  made 
in  all  these  cases  to  ensure  that  the  improved  conditions  were  maintained. 

Verminous  Persons.  Three  cases  of  this  nature  required  attention  by  the 
department  during  the  year.  y 
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Whitewashing  and  Painting  of  Common  Stairs  and  Passages 

Only  a few  complaints  were  received  under  this  heading,  and  in  each 
case  agreement  was  soon  reached  with  the  owners  for  the  necessary  cleaning 
and  redecoration  to  be  carried  out. 

Back  Courts,  Areas,  Footways,  etc. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  by  the  department  during  1967  re- 
garding household  rubbish,  etc.  being  strewn  over  back  courts  of  tenement 
properties  again  showed  an  increase  from  previous  years  and  is  a continual 
cause  for  concern. 

Much  has  been  written  in  previous  Annual  Reports  on  this  matter  and  the 
dangers  to  public  health  arising  therefrom,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  quite 
a lot  of  the  trouble  is  due  to  the  anti-social  behaviour  of  certain  tenants  whose 
aim  appears  to  be  to  create  an  unsightly  environment  in  order  to  hasten  the 
condemnation  of  their  houses.  Other  causes,  of  course,  are  vandalism,  the 
irresponsible  actions  of  children  and  others  not  so  young,  and  so  on. 

During  the  year  a letter  of  appeal  was  addressed  to  the  principal  house 
factors  in  the  City  concerning  the  conditions  prevailing  in  many  of  the  back 
courts.  Replies  were  duly  received  from  the  majority,  confirming  their  support 
in  securing  an  improvement  by  the  construction  of  suitable  dust  bin  enclosures 
and  inclusion  in  the  missives  of  let  to  all  new  tenants  a condition  that  the  areas 
used  in  common  would  be  kept  in  a clean  condition. 

Tents  and  Vans 

Inspections  under  this  heading  numbered  36,  mainly  in  connection  with 
visits  of  circuses  and  carnivals  to  the  established  sites  in  the  City.  The  super- 
vision of  such  places  is  maintained  in  order  to  ensure  adequacy  of  water  supply 
and  sanitary  accommodation,  satisfactory  removal  of  refuse  and  proper  site 
maintenance. 

Considerable  damage  to  communal  facilities  by  vandalism  during  these 
events  seems  to  be  inevitable  and  the  need  for  close  supervision  by  a member 
of  the  fairground  staff  is  always  emphasised. 

The  approved  caravan  site  at  South  Baldovan  continues  to  be  well- 
managed,  and  with  the  amenities  provided  is  an  asset  to  visiting  caravanners 
in  the  City.  It  is  a pity  that  the  accommodation  is  so  limited. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Part  1 of  this  Act,  which  relates  to  rats  and  mice,  is  administered  by  the 
Sanitary  Department,  and  while  it  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year 
under  review  to  undertake  any  special  survey,  attention  was  always  given  to 
the  possible  presence  of  rodents  when  premises  were  being  inspected  for  other 
purposes. 

Complaints  numbering  182  were  received  and  dealt  with,  134  referring  to 
rats  and  48  to  mice.  405  visits  to  premises  were  made  in  the  course  of  this  work. 
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The  department  has  no  rodent  exterminator  in  its  establishment,  but 
private  contractors  are  available  to  property  owners  and  occupiers  when 
required.  It  is  found  that  the  system  works  very  satisfactorily,  the  infestations 
invariably  being  capably  dealt  with. 

Infestations  of  mice  were  generally  found  to  be  of  a minor  character  and 
almost  invariably  dealt  with  by  giving  the  complainers  advice  on  measures  of 
eradication  which  they  could  undertake  themselves. 

The  presence  of  a warfarin  resistant  strain  of  mouse  became  evident  in 
the  City  during  the  year  and  some  delay  was  experienced  before  an  alternative 
poison  was  found  which  produced  the  desired  results. 

The  provisions  of  the  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Stacks  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1950,  were,  as  usual,  and  at  the  proper  time  of  the  year,  brought 
to  the  notice  of  farmers  to  ensure  that  effective  wire  mesh  netting  was  erected 
during  threshing  operations  and  other  required  measures  taken  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  rats. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  extermination  of  rats  within  the 
City  sewerage  system  is  made  available  by  the  City  Engineer,  whose  depart- 
ment undertakes  this  necessary  work. 

"During  the  year  16th  May,  1966,  to  15th  May,  1967,  rat  repression 
measures  continued  in  the  City’s  sewerage  system  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
sum  of  £1,832  was  spent  on  this  service  during  the  year.” 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

Stables.  No  complaints  of  nuisances  from  these  premises  were  received 
during  the  year.  The  usual  routine  visits  were  made,  however,  particularly 
during  the  summer  months  when  conditions  are  conducive  to  nuisance  from 
flies  and  smell,  but  little  to  which  objection  could  be  taken  was  found. 

On  average,  the  21  stables  housed  48  ponies  or  horses. 

Piggeries.  With  the  encroachment  of  housing  estates  upon  land  on  the 
perimeter  of  the  City,  the  number  of  piggeries  diminished  in  1967  to  16,  and 
the  total  number  of  pigs  kept  averaged  1,107. 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  to  ensure  that  the  premises  were 
kept  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  complied  with  the  relevant  bye-laws.  One 
large  piggery  required  a deal  of  attention  to  keep  it  up  to  standard,  but  regular 
inspections  brought  about  a marked  improvement  in  working  methods  to  the 
point  where  conditions  were  finally  satisfactory. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

Concurrently  with  inspections  of  piggeries,  all  plant  and  equipment  used 
in  the  heat  treatment  of  swill  for  pig  feeding  were  examined,  and  methods  of 
storage  prior  to  boiling  investigated.  Although  this  was  done  with  the  usual 
care  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  particular  attention  was  essential  during 
the  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  south  of  the  border  as  an  epidemic  of 
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this  kind  can  very  easily  be  spread  by  the  feeding  of  untreated  waste  foods  to 
animals  or  poultry.  Circumstances  such  as  these,  of  course,  highlight  the 
importance  of  this  particular  piece  of  legislation  and  the  need  to  give  it  due 
enforcement  notwithstanding  that  it  receives  little  prominence. 

Offensive  Trades 

The  number  of  businesses  in  the  City  which  come  under  this  category 
remained  at  nine  during  the  year  under  review,  all  of  which,  with  the  exception 
of  one  hide  factor,  are  carried  on  within  the  curtilage  of  the  Public  Slaughter- 


houses. 

Gut  Cleaners  (Private)  2 

Hide  Factors  (Private)  3 

Slaughterer  of  Cattle  (Corporation)  1 

Tripe  Boiler  (Corporation)  1 

Tallow  Melter  (Corporation)  1 

Blood  Boiler  (Corporation)  1 


No  complaints  were  received,  but  the  premises  were,  as  usual,  inspected 
periodically  throughout  the  year  and  found  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory, 
although  maintenance  of  a good  standard  of  order  and  repair  is  becoming 
increasingly  difficult  in  view  of  the  age  and  construction  of  the  buildings.  The 
existing  shortcomings  will  disappear,  however,  when  the  phased  programme 
of  recreating  the  slaughterhouse  premises  gets  under  way  and  becomes  a 
reality. 


Cleansing  Service 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal,  street  cleansing,  and  the 
supervision  and  control  of  public  conveniences  (excluding  those  in  public 
parks)  are,  in  Dundee,  the  responsibility  of  the  Superintendent  of  Cleansing, 
Mr  William  A.  Lewis,  M.I.P.C.,  who  writes  as  follows  in  regard  to  his  depart- 
ment : — 

“ Refuse  Collection 

Every  week  some  70,000  dustbins  throughout  the  City  are  emptied  by 
the  Department’s  refuse  collectors  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  these 
employees  again  maintained  a regular  service  during  the  year,  sometimes  under 
the  most  adverse  weather  conditions.  It  is  noticeable,  too,  that  many  house- 
holders apparently  find  it  necessary  to  put  out  refuse  in  cardboard  boxes  in 
addition  to  the  dustbin,  a practice  which  means  extra  work  for  the  collectors 
but  one  which  would  not  be  necessary  if  the  refuse  was  compressed  before 
being  put  in  the  bin. 

The  report  of  a Government  Working  Party  on  Refuse  Collection,  pub- 
lished in  1967,  recommended  that  local  authorities  should  ensure  that  refuse 
is  collected  at  intervals  of  no  more  than  seven  days,  that  householders  should 
not  be  expected  to  bring  bins  to  the  kerbside  for  collection  and  that  rear  loading 
compression  vehicles  be  used  for  refuse  collection.  In  these  respects  the  service 
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in  Dundee  has  been,  for  many  years,  to  the  standard  now  considered  suitable. 
A further  recommendation  was  that  the  traditional  galvanized  metal  dustbins 
be  replaced,  where  possible,  by  good  quality  plastic  bins  and  these  are  now 
being  installed  at  all  new  Corporation  houses. 

The  Civic  Amenities  Act  which  came  into  effect  in  January,  1968,  required 
local  authorities  to  provide  a site  ‘ within  reasonable  distance  and  open  at 
reasonable  times  ’ to  which  persons  resident  in  the  area  may  bring  bulky  refuse 
such  as  discarded  furniture,  old  washing  machines  and  even  unwanted  cars. 
This  is  an  attempt  to  eliminate  the  unsightly  wayside  dumps  which  arise  on 
the  outskirts  of  our  towns  and  cities.  In  compliance  with  the  Act,  the  Cleansing 
Department’s  Refuse  Disposal  Works  at  Foundry  Lane  now  remain  open  for 
four  hours  on  Saturday  and  on  Wednesday  evening  in  addition  to  the  normal 
working  hours  during  the  week  for  acceptance  of  this  material. 

The  Act  also  provides  new  legislation  simplifying  the  procedure  for  re- 
moving and  disposing  of  abandoned  vehicles.  This  problem  is  not  yet  a serious 
one  in  Dundee  but  it  will  certainly  increase  unless  the  owners  of  aged  cars  can 
be  persuaded  to  take  the  unwanted  vehicle  to  the  Cleansing  Department 
rather  than  abandon  it  by  the  roadside.  Since  the  Act  came  into  force  16 
abandoned  cars  have  been  collected.  Only  three  have  been  brought  to  the 
Department  by  the  owners. 

The  tonnage  of  refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  : — 

House  Refuse  — 53,610  tons 
Trade  Refuse  — 10,830  tons 

A charge  is  made  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  and  the  income  from 
this  source  was  £19,924,  an  increase  of  £2,500  over  the  previous  year. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  Refuse  Pulverizing  Plant  at  Marchbanks  is  now  under  construction 
and  should  be  completed  in  August,  1969.  This  will  partly  solve  the  Depart- 
ment s problems  in  disposing  of  refuse  and  new  incineration  works  are  now 
being  planned  to  replace  the  old  plant  at  Foundry  Lane.  On  completion  of 
the  second  Works  the  Department  will  have  two  refuse  disposal  centres,  one 
in  the  north-west  and  one  in  the  south-east  of  the  City,  capable  of  handling 
between  them  not  only  the  present  refuse  intake  but  the  substantially  greater 
quantity  which  may  be  expected  in  the  future  as  new  housing  areas  are 
developed. 

Refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Rosemill, 
North  Auchray  and  Leocli  Quarries.  Since  1965  a total  of  600.000  cu.  yds.  of 
refuse  has  been  deposited  in  this  area  and  four  quarries  have  been  completely 
infilled,  two  of  which  will  be  available  for  agriculture  in  the  future. 


Street  Cleansing 

The  task  of  cleansing  the  260  miles  of  streets  together  with  pavements 
requires  a frequency  of  sweeping  which  varies  from  four  times  a day  in  the 
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busiest  sections  to  once  a week  in  residential  areas.  As  far  as  possible  the  work 
is  carried  out  mechanically  by  the  use  of  six  road  sweeping  vehicles,  the  latest 
being  a small  machine  purchased  during  the  year  which  has  been  developed 
especially  for  housing  estates.  Unfortunately  the  use  of  these  machines  has  been 
restricted  in  many  streets  by  the  number  of  parked  cars  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
side  effect  of  the  new  parking  regulations  will  be  an  improvement  in  street 
cleansing. 

Features  of  the  new  housing  schemes  which  tend  to  increase  street 
cleansing  costs  are  the  large  number  of  pedestrian  access  paths  and  car  park 
areas.  Sweeping  machines  cannot  be  used  on  the  pathways  since  there  are  steps 
between  different  levels,  consequently  they  have  to  be  swept  manually;  also 
they  appear  to  be  the  favourite  playground  for  children  in  the  schemes  and  it 
has  been  found  that  they  require  more  attention  than  the  main  streets. 

The  quantity  of  street  sweepings  collected  in  the  City  during  the  year 
totalled  2,900  loads,  an  estimated  weight  of  9,000  tons. 


Snow  Clearance  and  Street  Gritting 

The  past  winter  was  more  severe  than  the  previous  year  and  the  Depart- 
ment required  to  carry  out  gritting  operations  on  39  days  between  17th  Novem- 
ber, 1967  and  3rd  April,  1968,  and  642  tons  of  salt  and  813  tons  of  sand  were 
used  during  this  period.  Most  of  the  gritting  was  required  as  a result  of  hard 
morning  frost  but  there  were  eight  snowfalls  during  the  winter  which  required 
attention,  and  valuable  assistance  was  given  by  the  Parks  Department  in 
clearing  snow  from  footpaths  on  these  occasions.  Sanding  of  the  Tay  Road 
Bridge  was  required  on  23  occasions  during  the  winter. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  new  public  convenience  in  Fintry  was  completed  during  the  year  and 
extensive  reconstruction  carried  out  at  Craig  Pier  toilet.  Other  conveniences 
are  in  course  of  building  at  Dallfield,  Menzieshill  and  Overgate.  It  is  unfortun- 
ate that  two  of  the  conveniences  which  were  modernised  recently,  Fisher  Street, 
Broughty  Ferry,  and  Ninewells  have  now  become  regular  targets  for  vandals 
and  have  had  to  be  put  out  of  service  on  several  occasions  while  repairs  were 
carried  out. 


General 

The  Depot  at  Smellie’s  Lane  is  nearing  completion  and  will  provide 
accommodation  for  40  men  working  in  the  Western  district,  while  a new 
amenity  block  for  the  Central  district  employees  is  under  construction  at 
Foundry  Lane. 

The  scheme  whereby  paper  sacks  are  sold  to  householders  for  the  removal 
of  garden  refuse  is  proving  increasingly  popular  and  10,125  sacks  were  sold 
for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 
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Staff  : 

Administrative  and  Office  Staff  9 

Foremen  9 

Drivers  38 

Binmen  147 

Street  Sweepers  102 

Refuse  Disposal  Operators  21 

Workshop  Staff,  etc.  24 

Public  Convenience  Attendants  29 

Vehicles  : 

Refuse  Collection  Vehicles  37 

Road  Sweeping  5 

Gully  Emptying  3 

Tipping  Lorries  3 

Bulldozers  2 

Mechanical  Shovels  3 

Vans,  etc 10 

Gritting  Vehicles  5 

Trailer  Gritters  3 

Electric  Trucks  13 


Three  refuse  collection  vehicles  were  added  to  the  Department's  fleet, 
these  being  large  capacity  compression  vehicles  which  are  now  required  for  this 
work  in  order  to  ensure  that  maximum  payloads  can  be  obtained  with  today’s 
light  bulky  refuse. 

Cost  of  Refuse  Collection  £194,237 

Cost  of  Refuse  Disposal  £25,979 

Cost  of  Street  Cleansing  £126,585 

Public  Conveniences  £3 1 , 1 24 


Public  Sewerage 

The  construction  and  maintenance  of  sewers  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
City  Engineer,  Mr  Robert  Meldrum,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.T.P.I.,  who 
kindly  supplies  the  following  information  relative  thereto  : — 

“ New  Sewers  Laid 

During  'the  year  16th  May,  1966,  to  15th  May,  1967,  3.6  miles  of  new 
sewers  were  laid  making  the  total  length  of  sewers  in  the  City  286.7  miles. 

The  new  mileage  included  drainage  works  on  Corporation  Housing 
schemes  at  Menzieshill,  Strathmore  Street,  Trottick  1st  Development  and 
Whitfield  (Phase  I). 

Sewers  were  laid  for  private  housing  estates  at  Caenlochan  Road,  Castle- 
roy  Cul-d e-Sac,  Dalhousie  Estate  (East  Balgillo),  East  Balgillo  5th  Develop- 
ment, and  Hamilton  Street  Cul-de-Sac. 

Sewerage  for  Dryburgh  Industrial  Estate  was  begun,  and  a short  length 
ot  sewer  was  laid  in  Baluniefield  Road  for  new  industrial  development  there. 
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Diversion  of  main  sewers  for  Phase  III  of  the  Overgate  Redevelopment 
Scheme  was  completed,  and  new  surface  water  sewers  were  laid  across  the  site 
of  the  West  Station  in  connection  with  the  Completion  of  the  Inner  Ring  Road 
in  that  area,  while  surface  water  drainage  in  the  Tay  Road  Bridge  Terminal 
Area  was  brought  into  use. 

To  cater  for  new  development  north  of  St.  Mary’s  Housing  Scheme, 
Brackens  Outfall  Sewer,  which  is  virtually  an  extension  of  the  Dighty  Outfall 
Sewer,  was  laid  also. 

Since  15th  May,  1967,  additional  sewers  have  been  laid  at  Whitfield, 
including  sewers  for  Industrialised  Housing  at  the  north  end  of  the  site  and 
also  a perimeter  Outfall  Sewer  for  this  and  the  remaining  areas  of  the  Whit- 
field/Kellyfield  Development;  Ancrum  Gardens  and  Ardler  3rd  Development 
Housing  Schemes  have  also  been  sewered.  Main  drainage  has  been  laid  on 
private  housing  sites  at  Sidlaw  Park  (2nd  Development),  Brington  Road, 
Pitempton,  and  Sutherland  Crescent,  while  work  has  continued  at  Dryburgh 
Industrial  Estate. 

During  the  year  1966-67  the  sum  of  £15,115  was  expended  on  work  of 
maintenance  and  repair. 

Flooding 

No  appreciable  flooding  occurred  during  the  year  1966-7.” 


Housing 

Visits  under  this  heading  numbered  9,713. 

On  1st  April,  1967,  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1966,  came  into  operation, 
reproducing  in  consolidated  form,  without  amendment,  the  general  housing 
provisions  contained  in  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950-1965  and  in  certain 
other  enactments  relating  to  housing  in  Scotland. 

During  the  year  under  review  action  taken  by  the  department  towards 
reducing  the  number  of  insanitary  dwellings  within  the  City  resulted  in  971  such 
houses  being  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  terms  of  Part  II  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950/62,  and  Part  II  of  the  1966  Act.  Of  the  971 
dwellinghouses  so  dealt  with,  416  were  made  the  subjects  of  Demolition  Orders 
and  555  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders.  Details  are  as  follows  : — 


Dwellinghouses  Closed  by  Demolition  Order 
Dwellinghouses  Closed  by  Closing  Order  


HOUSES 

4 rooms 


1 room 

2 rooms 

3 rooms 

and  over 

Total 

79 

308 

21 

8 

416 

105 

382 

60 

8 

555 

184 

690 

81 

16 

971 

An  appeal  to  the  Sheriff  against  the  Local  Authority’s  decision  to  apply 
a Demolition  Order  to  a tenemental  building  in  the  west  end  of  the  City  was 
lodged  by  the  owners  in  April,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  outcome  was  still 
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awaited.  Even  at  the  time  of  writing  (July,  1968)  the  Sheriff’s  decision  had  still 
not  been  received. 


As  has  been  indicated  in  previous  Annual  Reports  no  action  has  been 
taken  post-war  by  this  Local  Authority  in  the  establishment  of  Clearance 
Areas  under  Part  III  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950  (now,  of  course,  the 
1966  Act  as  referred  to  previously),  but  towards  the  end  of  1967  the  Corpora- 
tion decided  that  consideration  should  now  be  given  to  the  making  of  Clearance 
Resolutions  in  respect  of  certain  specified  areas  within  the  City  with  a view 
to  purchasing  and  demolishing  all  the  properties  concerned  and  clearing  the 
areas  for  redevelopment.  It  is  hoped  and  anticipated  that  resolutions  in  respect 
of  tv/o  such  areas  will  be  passed  before  the  end  of  1968. 


Of  the  total  of  971  dwellinghouses  condemned  during  1967  under  Part  IT 
of  the  Act  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  316  were  found  to  be  unoccupied  at 
31st  December,  while  a survey  of  all  dwellings  so  dealt  with  under  Part  II 
(including  those  for  previous  years)  revealed  that  608  were  still  in  occupation, 
namely  : — 


HOUSES 


Houses  dealt  with  under  Part  II  

Houses  Closed  Voluntarily  after  acceptance 
of  Undertaking  by  Local  Authority 


1 room 

2 rooms 

3 rooms 

4 rooms 
and  over 

Total 

112 

425 

52 

14 

603 

2 

2 

— 

1 

5 

114 

427 

52 

15 

608 

The  608  unfit  houses  were  occupied  by  605  families,  and  in  keeping  with 
the  statutory  standard  for  overcrowding  laid  down  by  the  Housing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1966  : — 

382  householders  were  found  to  require  alternative  accommodation  of  1 room 

167  householders  were  found  to  require  alternative  accommodation  of  2 rooms 

48  householders  were  found  to  require  alternative  accommodation  of  3 rooms 

8 householders  were  found  to  require  alternative  accommodation  of  4 rooms 

The  Corporation’s  re-housing  policy,  however,  is  based  upon  the  standard 
according  to  the  number  of  bedrooms  — laid  down  and  recommended  in 
D.H.S.  Circular  No.  149/44,  and  in  this  case  the  following  were  the  numbers 
and  sizes  of  houses  needed  to  accommodate  the  families  concerned  : — 

382  of  2 rooms  (1  bedroom  and  living  room) 

177  of  3 rooms  (2  bedrooms  and  living  room) 

35  of  4 rooms  (3  bedrooms  and  living  room) 

1 1 of  5 rooms  (4  bedrooms  and  living  room) 

As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  the  Corporation  had  in  hand  a project 
for  the  reconstruction  and  modernisation  of  four  sub-standard  tenemental 
blocks,  but  due  to  a change  in  design  the  scheme  had  been  delayed.  As  antici- 
pated, however,  a start  was  duly  made  during  1967,  and  another  32  modern 
dwellings  should  be  ready  for  occupation  in  1968. 

Plans  were  approved  by  the  Buildings  Authority  for  the  modernisation  of 
sub-standard  dwellings  in  many  privately  owned  properties.  The  majority  of 
such  applications,  however,  were  submitted  by  individual  owners  of  fiats. 
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private  companies  still  being  slow  and  hesitant  about  entertaining  this  grant- 
aided  work  on  a major  scale. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  of  renovation  work  almost  com- 
pleted in  one  property,  and  about  to  be  started  in  another.  The  former  was 
duly  carried  out,  but  in  the  latter  case  the  owners  found  the  capital  outlay  too 
much  and  abandoned  their  plans,  temporarily  at  least. 

Housing  of  Elderly  Persons 

In  recent  years  the  tendency  of  the  Corporation  has  been  to  build  fewer 
single  room  dwellings  for  occupation  by  elderly  persons,  the  trend  now  being 
to  accommodate  them  in  houses  of  two  rooms  which  are,  in  the  main,  allocated 
to  the  middle  age  groups.  Only  4 houses  of  1 room  were  completed  during 
1967,  compared  with  481  of  2 rooms. 

As  stated  earlier,  the  end  of  the  year  survey  revealed  that  608  houses 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  were  still  in  occupation,  and  of 
these  106  were  tenanted  by  Retirement  Pensioners. 

Overcrowding 

The  City  Factor’s  lists  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  show  that 
505  known  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  when  the  transfers  took  place. 

Housing  Priority  for  Tuberculous  Cases 

The  situation  in  respect  of  families  with  a T.B.  element  where  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  recommended  priority  in  housing  is  shown  in  the  following 


table  : — 

On  list  at  31/12/66  11 

Added  during  1967  14 

25 

Removed  during  1967- 

Re  housed  10 

Other  reasons  8 

18 

Remaining  on  list  at  31/12/67  7 


Squatting 

Twenty  cases  of  illegal  occupation  were  discovered  during  the  year  despite 
the  efforts  of  the  Corporation  to  prevent  this  by  the  barricading,  etc.  of  con- 
demned houses  as  soon  as  they  are  vacated  by  the  legal  occupiers.  As  a result 
of  action  by  this  department  and  the  threat  of  Court  proceedings,  however, 
seventeen  of  the  occupiers  voluntarily  removed,  two  were  evicted  by  the  police 
at  the  owners’  request,  and  one  was  reported  for  prosecution  on  the  instructions 
of  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  previous  year  five  squatters  who  had  been  reported  for 
prosecution  all  voluntarily  removed  before  appearing  in  Court,  and  a similar 
number  did  likewise  whilst  the  relevant  information  was  being  prepared  for 
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submission  to  the  Local  Authority.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  the 
squatters,  whether  individuals  or  families,  are  of  the  vagrant  type  who  appear 
to  be  continually  on  the  move,  so  that  their  sojourn  in  our  midst  is  usually,  in 
any  case,  only  intended  to  be  of  short  duration. 

The  Corporation’s  policy  of  rendering  uninhabitable  condemned  houses 
vacated  by  legal  occupiers  was  continued  during  1967  when  685  were  so 
treated. 

Housing  (Repairs  and  Rents)  (Scotland)  Act,  1954  — Rent  Act,  1957 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

There  were  no  applications  from  tenants  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  nor 
were  any  requests  received  for  the  revocation  of  such  Certificates. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Any  complaint  or  adverse  report  on  any  such  establishment,  particularly 
as  regards  overcrowding  and  the  possible  need  for  a Direction  by  the  Local 
Authority  limiting  the  number  of  rooms  for  letting  and/or  the  number  of 
lodgers  in  each  room,  is  thoroughly  investigated.  Equally  important,  of  course, 
are  the  communal  facilities  available  in  the  house  as  these  influence  consider- 
ably the  numbers  permitted  under  such  a Direction. 

Judging  from  the  few  complaints  and  adverse  reports  received,  however, 
the  problem  of  multiple  occupation  of  houses  in  Dundee  remains  slight,  so  far 
only  three  establishments  in  the  City  are  the  subjects  of  a Direction,  and  these, 
when  visited,  were  always  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  kept  in  a satis- 
factory manner. 

Visits  made  under  this  heading  numbered  24. 

Common  Lodging-Houses 

There  are  now  no  establishments  in  Dundee  which  come  within  this 
classification. 


Statistical  Tables  Relating  to  Housing 

The  tables  which  follow  provide  some  specialised  statistical  information 
on  housing  matters  which,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  of  interest,  and  of  use  on 
occasion,  for  reference  purposes. 


TABLE  I. 


By  the  Corporation 
By  the  Scottish  Specia 
By  Private  Enterprise 


1 

Room 

4 


1967  : — 
2 

3 

* Room* 

i Roomi 

Room* 

& over 

Tout 

481 

1,164 

87 

1,736 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

133 

193 

327 

482 

1,297 

280 

2,063 

Corporation. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Number,  and  details,  of  houses  provided  since  1919,  which  were/are 


under  Corporation  control: — 

Corporation — 

l 

Room 

2 

Room. 

3 

Room. 

4 Room. 
ti  oyer 

Total 

1919-1928 

...... 

— 

518 

2,185 

128 

2,831* 

1929-1938 

96 

1,027 

2,468 

592 

4,183 

1939-1945 

...... 

— 

— 

509 

836 

1,345 

1946-1950 

— 

— 

365 

1,602 

1,967 

1951-1955 

— 

— 

2,178 

2,261 

4,439 

1956-1960 

...... 

4 

741 

3,662 

1,037 

5,444 

1961-1965 

221 

1,123 

2,674 

629 

4,647 

1966  

...... 

6 

300 

464 

85 

855 

1967  

4 

481 

1,164 

87 

1,736 

Fleming  Trust  

192 

158 

146 

— 

496 

Peter  Gray  Housing  Trust 

24 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Government  Erected 
Temporary  Dwellings — 

l 

Room 

2 

Room* 

3 

Room. 

4 Room. 
& over 

Total 

1945 

..... 

— 

— 

77 

— 

77 

1946  

..... 

— 

— 

579 

— 

579 

1947  

— 

— 

— 

634 

— 

634 

1948 

— 

— 

— 

260 

— 

260 

Note: — 27  of  the  dwellings 

were 

demolished  during  1960, 

179  during  1961, 

29  in  1962,  187  in 

1963,  69  in  1964,  246 

in  1965,  94  in 

1966  and 

364  in  1967. 

Scottish  Special 
Housing  Association — 

l 

Room 

2 

Room. 

3 

Room. 

•4  Room. 
& oTcr 

Total 

1946-1950 

..... 

— 

— 

— 

360 

360 

1951-1955 

. — 

— 

— 

572 

834 

1,406 

1956-1960 



— 

2 

885 

424 

1,311 

1961-1965 

..... 

— 

2 

59 

10 

71 

1966 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1967  ...  _ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

547 

4,352  18,881 

8,885 

32,665 

* Includes  (a)  76  Timber  Huts  (now  demolished)  and  (b)  52  houses  at 
Johnston  Avenue  (now  Owner-Occupied). 


The  above  tables  show  32,665  houses  have  been  provided;  an  average  of 
667  per  annum  over  the  past  49  years. 
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TABLE  V. 

Number,  and  details,  of  houses  provided  since  1919  by  Private  Enter- 


1 

Room 

2 

Room* 

3 

Room* 

4 Room* 
& oyer 

Total 

1919-1928 

— 

3 

499 

657 

1,159 

1929-1938 

— 

14 

59 

526 

1,104 

1,703 

1939-1945 

— 

— 

2 

151 

109 

262 

1946-1950 

— 

— 

61 

110 

171 

1951-1955 

— 

1 

235 

432 

668 

1956-1960 

1 

5 

328 

600 

934 

1961-1965 

— 

3 

438 

853 

1,294 

1966 

— 

16 

114 

142 

272 

1967 

— 

1 

133 

193 

327 

Totals 

15 

90 

2,485 

4,200 

6,790 

TABLE  VI 

Shops,  etc.,  converted  since  1919  into  dwellinghouses;  houses  reconstructed 
and  reopened,  and  large  houses  sub-divided  : — 

1 2 3 4 Room* 


Room 

Room* 

Room* 

& orer 

Total 

1919-1928 

57 

162 

42 

50 

311 

1929-1938 

132 

281 

87 

161 

661 

1939-1945 

6 

98 

29 

46 

179 

1946-1950 

4 

36 

72 

272 

384 

1951-1955 

4 

26 

77 

201 

308 

1956-1960 

24 

37 

31 

106 

198 

1961-1965 

7 

5 

52 

80 

144 

1966  

— 

— 

5 

38 

43 

1967 

— 

1 

4 

36 

41 

Totals  

.....  234 

646 

399 

990 

2,269 

Totals 
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TABLE  VII 

Summary  of  Houses  Provided  — Period  1919  to  1967 


Provided  by — 

Table  IV — Corporation,  Trusts,  Scot- 
tish Special  Housing  Association 

l 

Room 

2 

Rooms 

3 

Rooms 

4 Rooms 
St  over 

Tout 

and  Temporary  Houses 

547 

4,352 

18,881 

8,885 

32,665 

Table  V — Private  Enterprise 
Table  VI — Shops,  etc.,  converted  into 

15 

90 

2,485 

4,200 

6,790 

houses 

234 

646 

399 

990 

2,269 

Totals 

796 

5,088 

21,765 

14,075 

41,724 

These  tables  show  a grand  total  of  41,724  houses  provided  during  the  past 
49  years;  an  average  of  852  houses  per  annum. 


TABLE  Vm 

Houses  (a)  Voluntarily  Closed  and  Vacated,  (b)  Closed  by  Order  a td 
Vacated,  (c)  Demolished,  or  (d)  turned  into  Business  Premises,  since  1919  : 


t 

Room 

2 

Rooms 

3 

Rooms 

4 Rooms 
St  over 

Tout 

1919-1928 

348 

294 

74 

108 

824 

1929-1938 

1,618 

1,764 

304 

307 

3,993 

1939-1945 

1,316 

1,252 

140 

66 

2,774 

1946-1950 

.....  306 

347 

75 

184 

912 

1951-1955 

247 

444 

89 

190 

970 

1956-1960 

.....  925 

1,564 

298 

143 

2,930 

1961-1965 

867 

2,282 

1,253 

296 

4,698 

1966 

153 

644 

248 

63 

1,108 

1967 

.....  177 

628 

522 

62 

1,389 

Totals 

5,957 

9,219 

3,003 

1,419 

19,598 

The  total  of  19,598  is  equal  to  an  average  annual  figure  of  400  houses 
closed.  From  the  “ Houses  Provided  ” total  of  41,724  as  shown  in  Table  VII, 
we  must  deduct  the  above  19,598,  being  the  number  of  dwellings  which  have 
gone  out  of  use  as  such  during  the  past  49  years.  This  gives  a net  increase  of 
22,126  houses  in  the  City,  or  an  average  annual  contribution  of  452. 


TABLE  IX 


Detailed  Particulars  of  Houses  Provided,  Altered 
Demolished,  etc.,  during  1967 

I. — Houses  Improved  : — 

(a)  After  plans  had  been  submitted  to  and  ap- 

approved  by  the  Buildings  Authority  — 14  jg 


J 

Room 


2 3 

Rooms  Roon 


4 Rooms 
& over  Total 

24  56 
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II. — New  houses  completed  and  ready  for  occupation  : — 

(a)  Under  Corporation  Housing  Schemes — 1 2 3 4 Rooms 

Room  Rooms  Rooms  & over  Total 

Ward  1 — Craigie  Drive,  2nd  Dev. — 

Cottages  I — 70  24  8 102 

Ward  2 — Dallfield,  2nd  Dev. — 

Tenements  — — 24  8 32 

Ward  3 — Ardler — 

Multi-Storey  — 166  328  — 494 

Ardler,  2nd  Dev. — 

Flats  & Maisonettes  — 6 20  20  46 

Ward  4 — Happyhillock,  1st  Dev.  (South) — 

Cottages  — 26  25  — 51 

Ward  5 — Trottick — 

Multi-Storey  — — 171  — 171 

Ward  8 — Menzieshill,  11th  Dev. — 

Flats  &.  Cottages  — 92  126  — 218 

Menzieshill,  13  th  Dev. — 

Cottages,  Flats  & Maisonettes  — 38  138  — 176 

Menzieshill,  15th  Dev. — 

Cottages  — — — 4 4 

Ward  9 — St.  Mary  CD. A. — 

O.A.P 4 — — — 4 

Ward  1 1 — Strathmore  Street,  Balmossie  Site — 

Cottages  & Flats  — 83  88  47  218 

Ward  12 — Maxwelltown  C.D.A.— 

Multi-Storey  — — 220  — 220 


1,736 


5rivate  Enterprise  Room  Rooms  Rooms  & over  Total 

Ward  1 — — 1 — 1 

Ward  2 — — 2 14  16 

Ward  4 _ _ — 1 1 

Ward  5 _ _ 3 4 7 

Ward  6 — — 23  16  39 

Ward  7 — 1 14  35  50 

Ward  8 ......  - _ — 2 — 2 

Ward  9 — ^ 

Ward  10  _ 7 7 

Ward  11  — — 88  111  199 


327 


Giving  a grand  total  of  2,063  houses  erected  throughout  the  period. 
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IE. — Dwellinghouses  closed  for  human  habitation  and  vacated  in  whole  or 
in  part : — 


(a) 

Converted  into  business  premises, 

J 

Room 

2 

Rooms 

3 

Rooms 

4 Rooms 
& over  Total 

offices,  shops  or  work-shops,  etc. 

— 

2 

2 

4 

8 

(b) 

By  absorption  into  other  houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 



(c) 

Closed  by  Order,  Demolition  Order  or 
Undertaking 

144 

440 

57 

11 

652 

(d) 

Comprehensive  Development  Areas 

32 

184 

77 

30 

323 

(e) 

Voluntarily  Closed 

1 

2 

22 

17 

42 

(0 

Pre-Fabricated  Houses 

— 

— 

364 

— 

364 

177 

628 

522 

62 

1,389 

IV. — Net  Result  for  1967  : — 

The  net  result  for  the  period  is  that  there  are  715  more  houses  available 
for  human  habitation  than  at  31st  December,  1966,  i.e.,  houses  of 


1 Room  2 Rooms 

173  less  145  less 

V. — Dwellinghouses  demolished  : — 

3 Rooms 

779  more 
1 2 

3 

4 Rooms 
& over 

254  more 

4 Rooms 

(a) 

Dwellinghouses  that  had  been  Closed 
by  Order  or  by  Demolition  Order 

Room 

192 

Rooms 

156 

Rooms  & over 

11  — 

Total 

359 

(b) 

Houses  Voluntarily  Closed 

34 

31 

ii 



76 

(c) 

Pre-Fabricated  Houses 

— 

— 

364 

364 

(d) 

Comprehensive  Development  Areas 

32 

188 

77 

31 

328 

258 

375 

463 

31  1,127 

In  addition  to  the  above,  85  shops  and  other  premises  were  demolished. 


TABLE  X 

Other  Particulars  from  Department's  Records 

T Total  Number  of  Houses  in  City  and  Sanitary  Facilities  thereanent 


Total  number  of  houses  66,844 

Number  with  internal  water  supply  66,840  or  99.9% 

Number  with  internal  water  closet  50,921  or  76.1% 

Number  with  shared  outside  water  closet  15,408  or  23.1  % 

Number  with  internal  bath  37,215  or  55  7% 

Number  without  bath  .....  29,629  or  44.3% 
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2.  Houses  with  External  Water  Supply:  — 

WATER 

SUPPLY 

Ward 

No.  of 
Houses 

l 

ROOMS 

2 3 4 

On  Stairs, 
Landings, 

In  Courts, 
Rural 

1 

3 

2 

and  over 

1 — — 

etc, 

3 

Areas,  etc. 

8 

1 

— 

— 1 — 

— 

1 

TOTALS 

4 

2 

1 1 — 

3 

1 

During  the  year  5 houses  with  outside  water  supply  had  gone  out  of  use. 
The  4 houses  recorded  above  are  Voluntarily  Closed  under  the  Housing  Acts 
although  still  occupied. 


3.  Position  regarding  Privies  and  Chemical  Closets  : — 


WARD. 

Conveniences. 

SERVING 

Houses.  Other  Prenises 

4 

1 

1 — 

8 

1 

1 — 

10 

1 

1 — 

11 

1 

1 — 

4 

4 — 

The  4 conveniences  shown  above  are  classified  as  follows  : — 


Privies  

Chemical  Closets 


Serving  Houses 


The  4 houses  recorded  are  the  subjects  of  Closing,  etc.  Orders  and  will 
not  be  re-let  when  the  present  occupiers  remove. 
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Schools 


The  Director  of  Education,  Mr. 

James 

Carson,  M.A. 

following  information  relative  to  his  Department. 

“ Educational  Provision  in 

Dundee 

1 . Projects  Completed  : Year  1967/68 

Harris  Academy  Extension 

— 

New 

St.  Fergus  R.C.  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Ardler  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Law  Nursery  School 

— 

Conversion 

Coldside  Occupational  Centre 

— 

Modernisation 

Music  Centre,  Bell  Street 

— 

Conversion 

Graham  Street  Sports  Pavilion 

— 

New 

Under  Construction 

Harris  Academy  Alterations 

— 

Modernisation 

Craigie  High  School 

— 

New 

St.  Matthew  R.C.  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Whitfield  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Planning  Stage 

Menzieshill  High  School 

— 

New 

Whitfield  High  School 

— 

New 

Greenfield  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Craigiebarns  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Barnhill  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Mill  o’  Mains  Primary  School 

— 

New 

Fairmuir  Special  School 

— 

New 

Buildings  for  Raising  of  School 

Leaving  Age 

— 

Extensions 

’•  Further  Education 
Under  Construction 

College  of  Commerce 

- 

New 

Kingsway  Technical  College  : 

Horticultural  Unit 

— 

New 

Planning  Stage 

Additional  Further  Education  College 

— 

New 

'•  Youth  and  Community  Provision 
Projects  Completed 

Menzieshill  Community  Centre 

— 

New 

Under  Construction 

Douglas  Community  Centre 

— 

New 

Planning  Stage 

Kirkton  Community  Centre 

_ 

New 

Ardler  Community  Centre 

_ 

New 

Ancrum  Activities  Centre 

— 

Modernisation 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

Seven  sets  of  atmospheric  pollution  measuring  instruments  located  in 
various  parts  of  the  City  continued  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  However, 
the  unit  which  previously  functioned  as  Station  No.  6,  “ Caird,”  at  the  depart- 
ment’s former  office  at  No.  17  City  Square  was  transferred  on  3rd  April  to  the 
new  accommodation  at  No.  93  Commercial  Street  and  now  functions  as  Station 
No.  11,“  Commercial 

The  relevant  information  in  regard  to  all  seven  stations  is  now,  therefore, 
as  follows : — 


STATIONS 

No. 

Name 

Site 

Instruments 

2. 

Macalpine 

West  King’s  Cross  Hospital, 
Macalpine  Road. 

Deposit  Gauge  and  Lead 
Peroxide  Instrument. 

3. 

Clepington 

Maryfield  Hospital,  Mains  Loan. 

do. 

5. 

Mayfield 

Mayfield  Hostel,  169  Arbroath 
Road. 

do. 

7. 

Constitution 

Constitution  Road  Clinic,  55 
Constitution  Road. 

Daily  Smoke  Filter  and  SOi 
(Volumetric)  Apparatus. 

8. 

Balgay 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital, 
Jedburgh  Road. 

Deposit  Gauge  and  Lead 
Peroxide  Instrument. 

10. 

Craigie 

Craigie  House  Residential  Home, 
Southampton  Road. 

do. 

11. 

Commercial 

Sanitary  Department, 
93  Commercial  Street. 

Daily  Smoke  Filter  and  S02 
(Volumetric)  Apparatus. 

The  number  allocated  to  each  station  is  that  given  by  the  Air  Pollution 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Technology,  who,  in  collaboration  with  local 
authorities  and  other  co-operating  bodies,  continues  to  investigate  the  problems 
of  atmospheric  pollution  on  a National  basis. 

A total  of  168  visits  were  made  to  the  stations  during  the  year  for  the 
purpose  of  changing  over  equipment,  etc. 


Deposit  Gauges  and  Lead  Peroxide  Instruments 


The  results  for  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : — 


Station 

Deposit  Gauges 

Average  Monthly  Total 
Solid  Deposit 
(Tons/sq.  Mile) 

Lead  Peroxide  Instruments 

Daily  Average  Concentrations 
of  Sulphur  Dioxide  in  Arbitrary 
units  (milligrammes  of  SOs 
per  100  sq.  centimetres  per  day) 

No. 

2 

“ Macalpine  ” 

7.98 

0.72 

No. 

3 

“ Clepington  ” 

8.57 

0.74 

No. 

5 

“ Mayfield  ” 

8.43 

0.65 

No. 

8 

“ Balgay  ” 

5.57 

0.26 

No.  10 

“ Craigie  ” 

9.94 

0.57 
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The  above  Total  Solid  Deposit  figures  are  representative  of  the  following: 


TONS  DEPOSIT 

_ .PER  MONTH  PER  ANNUM 

Per  sq.  mile  Over  city  as  a whole  Per  sq.  mile  Over  city  as  a whole 

8.1 

155.6 

97.2  1,867 

Comparisons  of 
shown  below  : — 

results  obtained 

with  those 

from  previous  years  are 

DEPOSIT 

GAUGES 

LEAD  PEROXIDE 

Average  Monthly  Total  Solid 

INSTRUMENTS 

Year 

Deposit  m 

Tons 

Mean  Daily  Average  Concentra- 

Per  Sq.  Mile 

Over  City  as 
a Whole 

tion  of  S03  in  Arbitrary  Units 

(mgms.  of  SOa/lOO  sq.cms./day) 

1958 

12.33 

236.8 

0.60 

1959 

11.13 

213.8 

0.64 

1960 

10.41 

199.97 

0.66 

1961 

8.6 

165.12 

0.57 

1962 

8.02 

154.06 

0.58 

1963 

9.37 

179.9 

0.55 

1964 

7.8 

149.8 

0.57 

1965 

8.36 

160.59 

0.48 

1966 

9.63 

184.99 

0.55 

1967 

8.1 

155.6 

0.57 

The  presence  of  extraneous  matter  in  the  deposit  bowls  and  collection 
bottles  and  the  effect  this  had  on  the  resultant  analyses  made  it  necessary  to 
disregard  the  results  obtained  from  the  deposit  gauges  for  the  months  of  May, 
August  and  November  in  respect  of  Station  No.  2,  “Macalpine”,  and  for 
December  at  Station  No.  10,  “Craigie”.  Interference  with  the  lead  peroxide 

instrument  at  Station  No.  2 also  necessitated  the  result  for  August  having  to 
be  ignored. 

The  average  monthly  total  solid  deposit  per  square  mile  showed  an 
encouraging  decrease  on  that  for  the  previous  year  and,  at  155.6  tons  per  square 

mile,  was  27.18  tons  below  the  average  monthly  deposit  over  the  previous  nine 
years.  r 

Tt?  ™ean  dai]y  average  concentration  of  S02,  at  0.57  arbitrary  units, 
although  slightly  higher  than  the  figure  for  1966,  was  0.01  below  the  average 
ot  the  results  for  the  previous  nine  years. 

Once  more  the  lowest  readings,  both  for  solid  deposit  and  sulphur  dioxide 
concentration,  were  recorded  at  Station  No.  8,  “ Balgay  ”,  which  is  within  an 
ca  which  has  been  smoke  controlled  for  a number  of  years.  This  fact  of 
course,  is  not  without  its  significance. 


Daily  Smoke  Filters  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  (Volumetric)  Apparatus 

at  J,hC  Mean  Concentrations  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  recorded 
with^i'011  r°  d dur/nS  January  to  March  (when  it  ceased  to  function)  together 
lose  for  Station  No.  1 1 during  April  (when  it  started  to  function)  to 
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December,  and  also  the  concentrations  recorded  at  Station  No.  7 throughout 
the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  6 “ CAIRD  "/No.  11  “ COMMERCIAL  ” 


MONTH 


SMOKE 
(Concentration  in  raicrogrammes 


S02 

(Concentration  in  microgrammes 


Lowest 

Value 

Highest 

Value 

Average 

Value 

Lowest 

Value 

Highest 

Value 

Average 

Value 

January’ 

37 

159 

88 

68 

281 

141 

February 

26 

131 

63 

61 

229 

121 

March 

16 

67 

38 

55 

192 

103 

April 

18 

104 

73 

58 

175 

117 

May 

11 

80 

40 

44 

158 

84 

June 

7 

37 

23 

36 

151 

72 

July 

9 

54 

23 

14 

115 

49 

August 

11 

59 

27 

7 

129 

39 

September 

12 

73 

43 

29 

102 

55 

October 

18 

131 

62 

22 

87 

57 

November 

26 

253 

123 

27 

103 

62 

December 

43 

191 

90 

34 

158 

69 

During  the  Year 

7 

253 

58 

7 

281 

81 

SMOKE 


No.  7 " CONSTITUTION  ” 


SO, 


MONTH 

(Concentration  in  microgrammes 
per  cubic  metre) 

Lowest  Highest  Average 

Value  Value  Value 

(Concentration  in  microgrammes 
per  cubic  metre) 

Lowest  Highest  Average 

Value  Value  Value 

January 

43 

223 

123 

42 

235 

136 

February 

32 

220 

99 

48 

244 

130 

March 

27 

84 

50 

30 

133 

98 

April 

21 

107 

60 

52 

144 

94 

May 

19 

83 

52 

38 

127 

76 

June 

22 

69 

35 

18 

195 

66 

July 

10 

52 

24 

0 

62 

28 

August 

12 

62 

31 

12 

99 

36 

September 

12 

92 

54 

0 

115 

41 

October 

12 

107 

58 

26 

77 

49 

November 

59 

248 

118 

30 

127 

59 

December 

37 

211 

87 

30 

139 

69 

During  the  Year 

10 

248 

66 

0 

244 

73 

The  results  for  Stations  Nos.  6 and  1 1 have  been  recorded  in  continuance 
as  both  sites  are  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  City  and  therefore  virtually  in 
the  same  location. 
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Comparisons  of  the  average  results  obtained  during  1967  with  those  for 
previous  years  are  shown  below  : — 


Year 

Period 

SMOKE  FILTERS 
Daily  Mean  Smoke 
Concentration 
(Microgrammes/cu.  metre) 
Lowest  Highest  Average 

Value  Value  Value 

SO,  APPARATUS 
Daily  Mean  SOa 
Concentration 
(Micogrammes/cu.  metre) 

Lowest  Highest  Averag* 

Value  Value  Value 

1959 

Jan.  - Dec. 

15 

1,443 

213 

0 

403 

77 

1960 

Jan.  - Dec. 

22 

1,663 

213 

3 

326 

92 

1961 

Jan.  - Dec. 

15 

1,102 

164 

6 

343 

83 

1962 

Jan.  - Dec. 

11 

1,010 

132 

13 

304 

86 

1963 

Jan.  - Dec. 

7 

681 

110 

0 

379 

98 

1964 

Jan.  - Dec. 

3 

614 

84 

0 

371 

110 

1965 

Jan.  - Dec. 

8 

435 

77 

14 

391 

94 

1966 

Jan.  - Dec. 

5 

435 

82 

0 

317 

78 

1967 

Jan.  - Dec. 

7 

253 

62 

0 

281 

77 

It  can  therefore  be  seen  that  the  average  smoke  concentration  recorded 
during  1967  dropped  to  what  could  be  termed  an  “all  time  low”.  As  indi- 
cated in  the  comparison  table,  at  62  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  of  air 
the  1967  figure  was  considerably  less  than  the  average  concentration  recorded 
during  1959,  the  first  full  calendar  year  that  this  type  of  apparatus  was  in 
operation  in  Dundee,  and  was  also  well  below  the  average  of  134.375  over  the 
previous  eight  years. 

The  average  sulphur  dioxide  concentration  also  compared  favourably  with 
the  results  for  previous  years  and  at  77  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  of  air 

was  12.75  microgrammes  below  the  average  of  89.75  during  the  years  1959  to 
1966  inclusive. 


The  highest  smoke  concentration  recorded  at  Stations  Nos.  7 and  11,  248 
and  253  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  of  air  respectively,  occurred  during 
the  same  24  hour  period,  namely  that  ending  a.m.  Tuesday,  21st  November, 
w ien  foggy  conditions  prevailed.  The  highest  sulphur  dioxide  contrations,  281 
microgrammes  at  Station  No.  6,  and  244  microgrammes  at  Station  No.  7, 

occurred  in  January  and  February  respectively,  when  fog  again  persisted  during 
the  24  hour  periods. 


The  fluctuations  of  the  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  content  of  the  air  we 
oreathe  in  Dundee  are  illustrated  by  the  following  graphs  which  cover  the 
rage  results  obtained  by  the  daily  smoke  filter  and  sulphur  dioxide  appar- 

enconrnT  3anU?ry\  1959'  t0  December’  1967-  The  first  graph  highlights  the 
encouraging  reduction  achieved  with  regard  to  smoke  content,  and  makes  it 

dori  r,Te  regrettable  lhat>  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  Corporation  have 

Area7hi°a  P ProSress  in  the  establishment  of  Smoke  Control 

Areas  because  of  the  difficult  financial  situation. 


Micrograniraoa  por  cubic  metre  Micro  gramme  a per  cubic  metro 


Stations  No.  6 "CAIRD"  / No.  11  "COMMERCIAL'1  and  Station  No.  7 "CONSTITUTION" 
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Gean  Air  Act,  1956 

Section  1 (Dark  Smoke  Emission)  and  Section  36  (Smoke  Nuisances)  — 
A total  of  286  visits,  including  30  to  industrial  and  other  large  boiler  plants, 
were  made  either  in  the  course  of  investigating  complaints  regarding  excessive 
dark  smoke  emission  or  smoke  nuisance,  or  in  the  form  of  routine  checks,  to 
ascertain  if  the  above  sections  of  the  Act  were  being  contravened.  Some  56 
official  smoke  observations  were  also  made  on  chimneys  serving  industrial  and 
other  boiler  units  following  which  10  verbal  warnings  and  6 Statutory  Notices 
were  served  concerning  emissions  which  exceeded  the  periods  laid  down  in 
the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1958,  and  thereby 
contravened  Section  I of  the  Act  itself.  In  addition,  and  apart  from  a number 
of  verbal  warnings,  4 Statutory  Notices  were  issued  in  respect  of  cases  where 
smoke  emission  although  not  constituting  a contravention  of  Section  1,  was 
such  that  nuisance  to  which  Section  16  applies  was  deemed  to  have  occurred. 

Some  97  complaints  were  received  concerning  matters  falling  to  be  dealt 
with  under  these  sections  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  83  had  been  successfully 
resolved. 

Most  of  the  complaints  received  from  the  public  related  to  smoke  nuisances 
arising  from  the  burning  of  trade  or  commercial  waste  in  the  open  or  refuse  in 
gardens  or  allotments.  The  majority  of  the  Section  I contraventions  were  dis- 
covered by  the  inspectorate  themselves  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  duties. 

On  several  occasions  dark  or  black  smoke  was  observed  emanating  from 
the  chimneys  serving  the  boiler  plants  at  the  electricity  generating  station. 
Those  in  charge  at  the  station  were  contacted  by  the  department  on  each  such 
occasion  but,  officially,  the  emissions  had  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Alkali  Inspector  for  Scotland  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  works  are 
registered  under  the  Alkali,  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act  and  therefore  come 
under  his  jurisdiction.  After  subsequent  investigations  by  the  District  Alkali 
Inspector,  who  is  always  most  helpful  and  co-operative,  it  was  ascertained 
that  at  the  time  of  certain  of  the  emissions  the  flame-failure  safety  devices 
were  undergoing  tests  and  that  this  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  On  another 
occasion  the  excuse  was  the  temporary  removal  from  service  of  a secondary 
air  fan  which  had  developed  a fault.  This,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  another 
boiler  was  out  of  service,  gave  rise  to  difficulties  as  one  of  the  turbo-alternators 
was  approaching  full  load  and  black  smoke  emission  occurred. 

In  a number  of  other  instances  of  excessive  smoke  emission  from  chimneys 
serving  large  boiler  plants  investigation  revealed  the  trouble  to  be  due  to  the 
development  of  faults  in  the  mechanical  stoking  equipment,  or  improper  setting 
or  adjustment  of  the  damper  control,  particularly  with  regard  to  oil-burning 
units. 

Two  other  cases  dealt  with  related  to  smoke  from  the  chimneys  of  cinema 
premises  and  were  found  to  be  caused  by  the  use  of  space-heating  sectional 
boilers  as  incinerators  for  the  disposal  of  floor  sweepings  and  litter  dropped 
by  patrons.  Representation  was  duly  made  in  each  case  to  the  proprietors  and 
the  practice  was  stopped. 
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Section  3 — Notifications  to  the  department  of  “proposal  to  install  ” in 
terms  of  sub-section  (3)  included  48  in  respect  of  industrial  and  other  large 
furnace/boiler  units,  but  no  requests  were  received  for  “ prior  approval  ” under 
sub-section  (2)  Some  99  visits  were  involved  in  checking  the  equipment  during 
installation  and  upon  completion.  ^ 

The  new  installations  completed  and  also  the  major  alterations  and  im- 
provements effected  to  existing  units  are  summarised  in  the  following  table  - 
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(a)  Mechanical  stokers  fitted.  (b)  Oil  burners  fitted  to  boiler  units  formerly  burning  solid  fuel. 
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Section  10  — Plans  submitted  to  the  Buildings  Authority  in  respect  of  new 
buildings,  or  extensions  to  existing  premises,  which  involved  the  installation 
of  new  furnace  or  boiler  plant  were,  as  usual,  carefully  scrutinised  to  ensure 
that  the  proposed  height  of  any  new  chimney  was  sufficient  to  prevent  risk  of 
smoke,  etc.  causing  nuisance  in  the  surrounding  area  or  becoming  prejudicial  to 
health.  Where  the  intended  chimney  height  was  less  than  that  recommended 
under  the  formulae  laid  down  in  the  Memorandum  on  Chimney  Heights  issued 
by  the  Scottish  Development  Department,  or  was  considered  inadequate  be- 
cause of  the  topography  of  the  area,  the  heights  of  adjoining  buildings  or 
other  factors,  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  architect  concerned  or  his 
client.  In  all  such  cases  agreement  was  reached  according  to  the  circumstances. 

Under  this  heading  some  25  visits  were  made  by  the  inspectorate. 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

Sections  11-15  — Circular  No.  47/1967  issued  by  the  Scottish  Develop- 
ment Department  on  8th  August  proved  to  be  of  considerable  importance  with 
regard  to  the  availability  of  grant  under  the  Act.  Its  provisions  are  designed  to 
counteract  the  decreasing  availability  of  gas  coke  occasioned  by  the  advent  of 
new  methods  of  gas  production  and  North  Sea  gas  and  the  closing  down  of 
coal  carbonising  plants  as  they  reach  the  end  of  their  useful  life.  The  Circular 
provides  that  grant  may  now  be  paid  towards  the  installation  of  appliances 
such  as  underfloor  draught  fires,  fan-assisted  open  fires,  or  solid  fuel  room 
heaters  (all  of  which  are  capable  of  burning  hard  coke)  or  towards  the  instal- 
lation of  a gas,  electric  or  oil  heater,  even  where  an  approvel  type  open  fire 
capable  of  burning  solid  smokeless  fuel  already  exists.  This  new  development 
is  particularly  welcome  as  it  removes  an  anomaly  which  hitherto  prevailed 
whereby  a person  who  installed  a completely  new  appliance  may  have  been 
entitled  to  a substantial  grant  because  the  original  appliance  (such  as  a stool- 
bottom  grate)  required  to  be  replaced,  while  another  who  carried  out  a similar 
new  installation  was  only  entitled  to  a small  grant  because  the  original  appli- 
ance, in  this  case,  could  have  been  adapted  or  was  already  quite  suitable  for 
the  burning  of  solid  smokeless  fuel. 

The  Dundee  (Coldside)  Smoke  Control  Area  Order — the  City’s  ninth 
Order  — came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1967.  On  that  date,  however, 
some  165  householders  had  still  to  carry  out  the  necessary  alterations  or  re- 
placement of  their  fireplaces  and  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  12  (2)  of  the 
Act  were  therefore  served  requiring  them  to  comply  with  their  obligations. 
Eventually  only  four  Local  Authority  tenants  failed  to  do  so,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  Section  12  (3)  of  the  Act  the  Corporation  had  the  necessary  work 
carried  out  by  the  Building  Department,  the  tenants  involved  being  liable  for 
30  per  cent,  of  the  cost. 

The  City’s  tenth  Smoke  Control  Area  Order  — Law  — was  confirmed  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  18th  August,  1967,  and  is  due  to  come  into  operation 
on  1st  October,  1968. 

A total  of  19,640  visits  were  made  to  houses  and  other  premises  within 
both  existing  and  proposed  Smoke  Control  Areas,  either  during  survey  or  for 
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the  purpose  of  supervising  or  inspecting  the  alteration  or  replacement  of  fire- 
places within  dwellings. 

During  the  course  of  street  patrol  duties  carried  out  in  established  Smoke 
Control  Areas,  45  contraventions  of  Section  1 1 of  the  Act  by  the  emission  of 
of  smoke  from  house  chimneys  caused  by  the  burning  of  bituminous  coal  were 
discovered.  Statutory  Notices  were  served  on  13  of  the  offenders  concerned 
while  verbal  warnings  were  given  in  the  other  32  cases,  but  in  no  instance  was 
the  offence  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal. 

32  complaints  were  received  from  householders  in  Smoke  Control  Areas 
concerning  a variety  of  matters  such  as  minor  installation  faults,  and  difficulties 
experienced  in  the  operation  of  appliances.  All  the  faults  were  duly  remedied, 
while  demonstration  of  the  correct  operational  technique  solved  the  other 
problems.  Investigation  and  remedy  of  these  matters  involved  a total  of  73 
visits. 


Phased  Programme.  Because  of  the  large  scale  re-developments  taking 
place  and  planned  for  the  west  central  sector  of  the  City,  and  to  assist  with 
the  implementation  of  arrangements  for  electrical  re-wiring  of  pre-war  Cor- 
poration houses,  it  wasi  decided  to  depart  from  the  Phased  Programme  of 
smoke  control  approved  in  1963,  and  to  substitute  the  following  therefor  : — 

Year  of  Operative 

Designation  Order  Date  Boundaries 

Downfield  East  1968  1/10/69  The  area  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 

north  City  boundary  from  Strathmar- 
tine  Road  to  Forfar  Road;  on  the  east 
by  Forfar  Road,  Kingsway  and  Old 
Glamis  Road;  on  the  south  by  Cleping- 
ton  Road  and  on  the  west  by  Strath- 
martine  Road. 


Fintry  1 969  1/10/70  The  area  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 

north  City  boundary  from  Forfar  Road 
to  Longhaugh  Road;  on  the  east  by 
Longhaugh  Road,  Drumgeith  Road  and 
Douglas  Road;  on  the  south  by  Happy- 
hillock  Road,  Midmill  Road,  Pitkerro 
Road  and  Fountainbleau  Drive;  and 
on  the  west  by  Forfar  Road. 

Douglas  1970  1/10/71  The  area  bounded  on  the  north  by  Drum- 

geith Road  from  Douglas  Road  to 
Baldovie  Road:  on  the  east  by  Baldovie 
Road;  on  the  south  by  Arbroath  Road; 
and  on  the  west  by  Douglas  Road. 

Subsequently,  however,  when  the  report  in  respect  of  the  Downfield  East 
rea  wus  considered  by  the  Clean  Air  Sub-Committee,  they  recommended  to 
he  Corporation  that  in  view  of  the  present  period  of  financial  stringency  con- 
st eration  of  the  matter  should  be  deferred  for  one  year.  This  recommendation 
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was  approved  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  and  later  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  so,  of  course,  the  operative  dates  mentioned  above  will  probably  be 
one  year  later  in  each  case. 

Notwithstanding  the  aforementioned  development,  it  is  encouraging  to 
report  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  nine  Smoke  Control  Orders  in  operation, 
4,981  acres  of  the  City  were  smoke-controlled,  covering  20,179  dwellinghouses 
and  1,573  other  premises;  and  when  the  Law  Order  comes  into  operation  these 
figures  will  increase  to  5,188  acres,  23,657  dwellinghouses  and  1,821  other 
premises.  The  number  of  houses  will,  of  course,  be  subject  to  further  increases 
as  the  development  of  the  Ardler  and  Whitfield  Housing  Estates,  the  Kirk 
Street  Comprehensive  Development  Area  and  other  housing  projects  proceed. 

Details  of  Smoke  Control  Area  progress  to  date  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table  : — 


PROGRESS  MADE  TOWARDS  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  THE 
PHASED  PROGRAMME  POSITION  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1967 


Ref. 

Orders  in 
Operation 

Order  Con- 
firmed and 
Operative 
1/10/68 

Acreage  of 
Land 

No. 

of  Houses 

No.  of 
Other 
Premises 

Local 

Authority 

S.S.H.A. 

Private 

Total 

A 

1 

— 

525 

2.572 

— 

120 

2,692 

43 

B 

1 

— 

230 

1 

— 

909 

910 

49 

C 

1 

— 

268 

435 

— 

394 

829* 

124 

D 

1 

— 

675 

2,577 

126 

6 

2,709 

72 

E 

1 

— 

560 

60 

— 

12 

72 

12 

F 

1 

— 

524 

710 

— 

2,153 

2,863* 

394 

G 

1 

— 

1,282 

2,899 

96 

726 

3,721* 

221 

H 

1 

— 

552 

2,312 

124 

636 

3,072* 

448* 

I 

1 

— 

365 

2,072 

— 

1,239 

3,311* 

210* 

J 

— 

1 

207 

396 

— 

3,082 

3,478* 

248* 

* Does  not 

include 

houses 

and  other  premises 

which 

still  exist  within  the  Areas  but 

were  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  Section  11  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  by  the 


Smoke  Control  Area  Orders  concerned 
Area  Reference: — 

A.  The  Dundee  (Menzieshill)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

B.  The  Dundee  (Glamis  Road)  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

C.  The  Dundee  (Balgay)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

D.  The  Dundee  (Camperdown)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

E.  The  Dundee  (Whitfield)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

F.  The  Dundee  (West  End)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

G.  The  Dundee  (Downficld  West)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

H.  The  Dundee  (Lochee)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

I.  The  Dundee  (Coldside)  Smoke  Control  Area. 

J.  The  Dundee  (Law)  Smoke  Control  Area  — the  area  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Tullideph  Road,  Lawsteps,  Lawside  Terrace,  Lawside  Terrace  Steps,  Law  Crescent 
and  Hill  Street:  on  the  east  by  Strathmartinc  Road  and  Hilltown;  on  the  south  by 
Constitution  Street,  Somerville  Place,  Dudhope  Terrace,  Lochee  Road,  Polepark 
Road  and  Milnbank  Road;  and  on  the  west  by  City  Road. 
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Clean  Air  Exhibitions.  The  Mobile  Clean  Air  Exhibition  Unit  of  the 
Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation  paid  further  visits  to  the  City  in  1967,  being 
on  show  at  sites  within  the  Coldside  and  Law  Smoke  Control  Areas  during 
April  and  October.  With  a variety  of  solid  fuel  burning  appliances  in  operation, 
demonstrating  thereby  the  performance  of  various  grades  of  solid  smokeless 
fuels,  it  proved  a source  of  interest  and  value  to  householders  many  of  whom 
took  the  opportunity  of  placing  their  various  problems  before  the  Federation’s 
demonstrators  who  were  on  duty. 

The  show-house  opened  in  1966  within  the  Coldside  Smoke  Control  Area 
by  the  National  Coal  Board  also  continued  to  attract  many  visitors.  This 
three-roomed  Corporation  flat  is  fitted  with  an  inset  room  heater  (boiler  model) 
which  provides  space  heating  for  the  living-room  and  supplies  hot  water  and 
radiators  throughout  the  dwelling,  demonstrating  the  comfort  which  can  be 
provided  by  such  an  appliance  burning  solid  smokeless  fuels.  In  another  room 
a fan-assisted  open  fire  capable  of  burning  hard  coke  was  also  on  display. 


Factories  Act,  1961 

The  following  table  details  the  number  and  types  of  factories  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  1967  : — 


TRADE  or  BUSINESS. 


Blacksmiths,  Carriage  Builders,  etc 

Boot  Repairers,  Saddlers,  etc 

Building  and  Associated  Trades 

Coal,  Firewood  and  Timber  Merchants 

Dental  Mechanics,  etc 

Dress  and  Mantle  Makers,  Furriers,  Milliners,  etc 

Engineering  (Light  and  Heavy) 

Engineers  (Electrical,  Radio  and  T.V.,  etc.) 

Engineers  (Motor  Vehicle,  Cycle  Repairs,  etc.) 

Food  Manufacturers,  Packers  and  Canners,  Bottlers,  etc. 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc 

Launderers,  Dyers  and  Dry  Cleaners 
Musical  Instrument  and  Sports  Equipment  Repai 
Photographers  and  Picture  Framers 

Printers,  Ticket  Writers,  etc 

Tailors 

Textile  Spinners,  Weavers  and  Calendrers 

Upholsterers,  Cabinetmakers,  etc 

Waste,  Rag  and  Metal  Merchants 
Watch  and  Jewellery  Repairers,  Opticians,  etc. 
Miscellaneous 


urs 


Mechanical  Non-Mechanicai 
Factories.  Factories. 


9 

43 

103 

23 
17 

24 
70 
42 

140 

109 

194 

28 

7 

5 

32 

13 

79 

31 

9 

13 

30 


74 

3 

5 
2 

12 

6 
8 

21 

2 

2 

4 
4 

4 

5 
7 

15 

4 


1.021 


179 
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The  supervision  of  such  places  entailed  a total  of  222  visits  by  the 
inspectorate,  but  this  number  is  exclusive  of  visits  paid  to  food  manufacturing 
and  bakehouse  premises  and  hotel  and  restaurant  kitchens  which,  although 
also  factories  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  are  dealt  with  in  another  section 
of  this  report.  Such  visits  are  made  either  in  the  course  of  routine  inspection  to 
ensure  that  those  provisions  of  the  Act  which  are  enforceable  by  the  Local 
Authority  are  being  compiled  with  or  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  reports 
of  contraventions  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  factory  employees 
or  other  sources. 

The  sites  of  building  operations  were  also  visited  as  necessary  to  ensure 
that  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  was  available  for  the 
workmen  — another  requirement  of  the  Act. 

As  in  previous  years  inspections  were  also  made  of  houses  of  persons  on 
the  Local  Authority  list  of  Outworkers  in  terms  of  Section  133  of  the  Act  to 
enure  that  the  work  undertaken  was  being  carried  out  under  satisfactory  and 
hygienic  conditions. 

Contraventions  dealt  with  under  the  Factories  Act  and  remedied  during 
the  year  are  categorised  in  the  following  statement. 


Contraventions 

Reported/Discovered 


(b) 

(C) 

8 

m 

U _ 

■°  S-c 

V 

o 

s 

h c 

c o 

cC  . rt 

■8  5 -5  «-S 

r s 

awg  g = | 

o • 
ZK'o 

o 

f- 


3 2 22  27 


— 1—1 

3 3 22  28 


Nature  of 
Contravention 


Contraventions  Remedied 


(a)  (b) 


>>5..*;  ►. 

•O  tr.  u 

OJ  U ~ P 
vC  • rt 

a1-1,; 

o ■ V ~ 

K o 2*  V 


Lack  of  Cleanliness  (Sec.  1) 
Overcrowding  (Sec.  2) 
Unreasonable  Temperature 
(Sec.  3) 

Inadequate  Ventilation 
(Sec.  4) 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
Floors  (Sec.  6) 


Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(1)  Insufficient 

(2)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(3)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 


Building  Operations  : 


Insufficient, 

Defective 

veniences 


Unsuitable  or 
Sanitary  Con- 


3 2 15  20 


— 1—1 

3 3 15  21 


Totals 
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Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Complaints  concerning  15  sources  of  noise  were  received  by  the  depart- 
ment during  1967,  and  in  connection  therewith,  as  well  as  other  similar  matters 
not  resolved  at  the  end  of  1966,  a total  of  43  visits  were  necessary,  resulting  in 
the  acceptance  of  remedial  measures  applied  in  respect  of  14  of  the  sources  of 
annoyance. 

One  of  the  matters  successfully  terminated  related  to  noise  from  the  motor 
and  cyclone  unit  of  the  wood  waste  extraction  system  at  a large  joinery  concern 
which  had  been  the  subject  of  justifiable  complaint  by  householders  in  adjacent 
tenements.  During  the  extension  of  premises  envisaged  and  predicted  in  the 
report  for  last  year  the  offending  unit  was  re-sited  at  a point  within  the  factory 
precincts  well  removed  from  the  complainers’  dwellings,  and  there  the  nuisance 
took  end. 

The  use  of  pneumatic  drills  and  compressor  units  at  a large  building 
operation  being  undertaken  within  the  central  area  of  the  City  gave  rise  to 
complaints.  Investigation  revealed  that  the  drills  were  being  operated  without 
mufflers  and  were  also  being  used  during  night  hours,  much  to  the  disturbance 
of  one  of  the  residentors.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  site  agent  and  as  a 
result  mufflers  were  fitted  to  the  drills  and  their  use  at  night  discontinued. 

At  the  light  engineering  factory  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  as  giving 
cause  for  concern  due  to  the  many  complaints  received  from  people  in  the  area 
of  noise  and  vibration  emanating  therefrom,  the  position  was  worsened  during 
the  year  under  review  by  the  installation  of  some  additional  equipment.  The 
assistance  of  the  staff  of  the  locally  based  Occupational  Hygiene  Unit  of  the 
Scottish  Occupational  Health  Laboratory  Service  was  eventually  called  upon 
and  the  specialist  who  investigated  the  matter  recommended ' that  certain 
machinery  units  should  be  mounted  on  anti-vibration  pads  and  that  the 
boundary  wall  between  the  factory  and  adjoining  dwellinghouses  should  be 
heightened  in  order  to  baffle  the  noise  to  some  degree.  The  pads  have  since 
been  fitted  but  the  wall  has  still  to  be  heightened. 

Annoyance  arising  from  the  sounds  of  music  and  singing  from  the  lounge 
r a pab  1C  house  on  certain  evenings  each  week  was  the  subject  of  complaint 
mtheoceup^  of  the  house  immediately  above.  Investigation  confirmed  the 
justmcatjon  of  the  complaint,  the  sounds  being  clearly  audible  within  the 

mg.  in  fact,  readings  taken  with  a sound  level  meter  on  the  “ A ” weight- 
mg  network  at  the  time  showed  .sound  levels  to  be  about  10-  12  dBA.  above 
nr  am?ient  °,r  background  levels.  The  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
proprietors  who  thereupon  decided  to  discontinue  this  form  of  entertainment 
ior  their  patrons. 


The  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956  and  Statutory  Instruments 
having  effect  under  that  Act 

Food  Inspection 

can  reauesfThT^  Wh’C.h  ex,sts  m the  Clt7  whereby  wholesalers,  retailers,  etc. 
q cst  the  department  to  examine  foodstuffs  suspected  of  being  unsound 
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continued  during  1967  without  diminution,  resulting  in  the  examination  by  the 
inspectorate  of  very  substantial  quantities  of  food  and  the  voluntary  surrender 
for  supervised  destruction  of  that  found  to  be  unfit. 

This  service  is  freely  used  by  the  firms  and  is  valuable  in  minimising  risk 
of  unwholesome  food  reaching  the  consumer  and  of  obviating  to  a considerable 
degree  the  likelihood  of  foodstuffs  being  sold  which  might  possibly  cause  illness 
or  give  rise  to  complaint. 

During  the  year  212  requests  for  examinations  under  this  heading  were 
received  by  the  department,  and  arising  therefrom  2,523  certificates  of  unfit- 
ness were  issued. 

Details  of  the  articles  dealt  with  and  disposed  of  (by  arrangement  with 
the  Cleansing  Department  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  inspectorate)  are 
given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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ARTICLES  OF  FOOD  SURRENDERED 


ARTICLES 

Where 

Sur-  Tons 

rendered 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lb:. 

Reasons 
:or  Sur- 
render 

Beef  

f 

11 

2 

11 

Beef  (Tinned)  

l 

14 

— 

26 

Cheese  

— 

1 

— 

6 

Chicken  (Tinned)  

— 

7 

1 

2 

Cooking  Fats  

■ — 

1 

2 

10 

Corned  Mutton  (Tinned) 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Fish  (Tinned)  .....  

— 

1 

— 

5 

Flour  

— 

1 

— 

3 

d 

*-* 

i « 

Fruit  

— 

6 

— 

24 

1 2 
a 

Fruit  (Tinned)  

5 

4 

3 

12 

'rt 

1 c 

Fruit,  etc.  Juices  (Tinned) 

d 

o 

3 

7 

3 

2 

O 

U 

° 

Ham  (Tinned)  

c/T 

<D 

3 

4 

3 

25 

Ice  Cream 

O 

c/5 

— 

2 

1 

16 

i 

Jam,  Syrup,  etc. 

<D 

9 1 

s 

— 

2 

3 

26 

Q 

Lentils  

o 

JC 

-- 

3 

14 

C 

o 

Luncheon  Meat  (Tinned) 

£ 

CTJ 

c 

u 

— 

2 

2 

2 

'i 

o 

Milk  (Tinned)  

05 

D, 

. 

15 

1 

9 

C 

o 

O 

o 

Pork 

J3 

00 



1 

2 

5 

C 

o 

Pork  (Tinned)  

2 

11 

1 

4 

•w 

*05 

Rice  (Creamed)  (Tinned) 

— 

18 

— 

21 

a. 

E 

Sauces  and  Pickles 

— 

2 

2 

8 

U 

o 

c 

Soup  (Tinned) 

3 

1 

1 

4 

Tongue  ... . 

— 

13 

2 

9 

Vegetables 

Vegetables  (Tinned  or 

2 

11 

2 

— 

Pre-packed) 

3 

1 

1 

9 

Wine,  etc. 

— 

2 

- . 

4 

Miscellaneous 

— 

2 

3 

21 

TOTAL 

29 

16 

2 

6 
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As  usual,  the  bulk  of  the  foodstuffs  condemned  consisted  of  canned  goods, 
and  the  simple  and  obvious  explanation  for  this  is,  of  course,  that  nowadays 
vast  quantities  of  perishable  foodstuffs  are  sold  in  tins,  and,  inevitably,  some 
contents  and  containers  are,  in  time,  subject  to  deterioration  from  one  cause 
or  another.  In  fairness,  however,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that,  on  a pro  rata 
basis,  the  amount  of  food  which  is  dealt  with  as  unsound  is  only  a minute 
fraction  of  the  comestibles  purchased  annually  by  the  public  and  that  food 
technologists,  manufacturers,  wholesalers  and  retailers  generally  endeavour, 
not  merely  to  increase  their  market,  but  to  offer  a wholesome,  nutritious  and 
palatable  article  in  a suitable  form  to  the  customer. 

From  time  to  time  in  the  routine  examination  of  food  there  occurs  the 
unusual  item  which  is  worthy  of  note,  the  following  being  a selection  : — 

A box  containing  25  kilograms  of  Indian  Walnuts  was  found  to  be  mouldy 
and  infested  with  moths.  The  product  was  totally  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  had  to  be  destroyed. 

Twenty  four  pounds  weight  of  rindless  Cheddar  Cheese  contained  in 
paper  wrapping  was  found  to  be  decomposing.  Unsoundness  in  cheese  is  some- 
times a difficult  thing  to  prove,  particularly  with  certain  varieties,  but  in  this 
instance  the  issue  was  beyond  doubt  and  the  cheese  was  definitely  decided  to 
be  unfit  for  consumption. 

132  lbs.  of  raw  beef,  contained  in  polythene  bags,  were  found  to  be  in  a 
state  of  putrefaction  on  arrival  in  the  City.  After  the  meat  was  condemned  and 
destroyed  enquiries  regarding  the  source  and  method  of  transport  were  insti- 
tuted, resulting  in  specific  and  recommended  measures  being  taken  by  the 
supplier  to  ensure  that  the  same  trouble  was  not  likely  to  occur  again. 

A large  quantity  of  Spanish  Onions,  103  x 56  lb.  bags,  were  found  on 
examination  to  be  decaying  and  sprouting  badly,  necessitating  destruction  of 
the  whole  consignment. 

A variety  of  cereals  and  legumes  submitted  by  the  master  of  a visiting 
merchant  vessel  who  considered  his  ship’s  provisions  to  be  unsound  were  found 
on  examination  to  be  weevil  infested  and  unfit  for  human  consumption.  A 
certificate  to  this  effect  was  granted. 

Perhaps  the  most  curious  call  for  an  opinion  on  “ food  ” came  from  an 
auctioneer  who  had  the  responsibility  of  selling  the  effects  from  a complete 
household  on  the  instructions  of  a client.  Among  the  items  for  sale  were  4 
bottles  of  carrot  whisky,  97  bottles  of  home  brewed  wine  (variously  labelled), 
8 flagons  of  Elderberry  wine  and  1 flagon  of  sherry.  All  the  bottles  and  labels 
were  of  indeterminate  age  but  looked  very  old  and  more  than  suspect.  There 
was  therefore  no  hesitation  in  deciding  that  the  whole  of  the  liquor  should  be 
poured  down  the  drain. 

Twelve  incidents  involving  the  breakdown  of  refrigerators  of  the  com- 
mercial type  were  reported  to  the  department  during  the  year,  resulting  in  the 
complete  loss  of  very  large  quantities  of  prepacked  foods.  So  far  as  certain 
foods  are  concerned,  in  the  event  of  a refrigerator  failure,  even  if  only  of  a 
few  hours  duration,  the  entire  contents  must  be  written  off  as  unsound  because 
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once  thawed  they  must  be  considered  suspect  and  not  capable  of  being  safely 
re-frozen. 

Inevitably,  of  course,  with  such  a vast  tonnage  of  food  being  sold  annually 
in  the  City  there  were  the  occasions  when,  despite  all  the  department’s  efforts, 
food  of  unsatisfactory  or  uncertain  quality  reached  the  consumer,  and  this  is 
reflected  in  the  81  complaints  which  the  department  received  during  the  year 
from  members  of  the  public  regarding  suspect  foodstuffs.  These  can  be 


classified  as  follows  : — 

Foreign  matter  in  milk  bodies  10 

Dirty  milk  bottles  6 

Insects  in  food  11 

Mould  9 

Abnormal  taste /smell/appearance 12 

Defective  lacquering  of  can  1 

Chipped  milk  bottle  1 

Milk  deficient  in  quality  i 

Decomposition  1 

Foreign  objects  in  food  10 

Unsubstantiated  or  unfounded  19 


81 

These  occurrences,  of  course,  were  not  treated  merely  as  regrettable 
incidents.  Each  was  thoroughly  investigated  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and  the 
matter  pursued  with  approDriate  action  as  necessary  — sometimes  advice, 
frequently  a warning,  and  in  certain  instances  prosecution.  Details  of  these 
cases  are  given  later  in  this  report  under  the  heading  of  “ Other  Sampling  ", 


Foodstuffs  Arriving  at  the  Port  of  Dundee 

The  undernoted  table  gives  details  of  foodstuffs  arriving  by  waterway 
rom  foreign  ports  during  1967.  The  total  of  3,369  tons  7 cwts.  0 qr.  compares 
with  1,894  tons  8 cwts.  0 qr.  last  year  and  2,123  tons  14  cwts.  2 qrs.  in  1965. 


Butter  

Cheese 

Cocoa  Butter 
Coconut  (Desiccated) 
Fruit 

Fruit  (Tinned) 

Fruit  Juice  

Ginger  

Meat  (Tinned) 

Onions 

Peas,  Beans,  etc 

Rice  

Rusks 
Sugar 
Tea  


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

26  19  1 

33  1 2 

216  2 2 

119  — — 

25  4 3 

50  16  2 

90  12  3 

29  11  — 

243  17  1 

185  4 3 

136  — — 

29  3 1 

42  13  3 

476  18  2 

397  11  2 
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Vegetables  

Tons 

Brought  forward  2,102 
1,235 

Cwts. 

17 

6 

Qrs. 

1 

2 

Vegetables  (Dried) 

1 

— 

2 

Wines,  Spirits,  etc. 

30 

2 

3 

TOTAL 

3,369 

7 

— 

The  coastwise  traffic  in  foodstuffs,  which  ceased  in  1961  for  economic 
reasons,  has  not  been  resumed. 

Public  Slaughterhouses,  Meat  and  Cattle  Markets 

The  public  slaughterhouses,  etc.  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Markets  and  Slaughterhouses,  Mr  Andrew  Spreull,  M.R.C.V.S., 
who  kindly  supplies  the  following  information  for  incorporation  in  this 
report : — 

“The  undernoted  information  is  for  the  year  1st  January  to  31st  Decem- 


ber, 1967  No.  of  Animals 

Wholly  Partially  Weight  (in  lbs.)  of 

Slaughtered  Condemned  Condemned  Meat  Condemned 

Cattle  16,547  42  5,015  27,509 

Calves  447  6 18  467 


Totals  16,994  48  5,033  27,976 


Sheep  40,469  126  4,056  8,389 

Pigs  8,558  54  965  13,842 


The  responsibilities  of  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  are  all 
enforced  without  any  difficulties;  the  more  serious  conditions  are  controlled  by 
the  Diseases  of  Animals  and  The  Food  (Meat  Inspection)  (Scotland)  Regula- 
tions. 

The  routine  procedure  involves  the  inspection  of  all  live  animals  previous 
to  slaughter  and  thereafter  a comprehensive  examination  of  all  meat  foods 
previous  to  their  release  for  human  consumption. 

Meat  Inspection  is  also  carried  out  on  all  carcases  and  meat  foods  which 
come  into  the  meat  market  from  outside  slaughtering  establishments 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City. 

Food  Sampling 

Hereunder  is  comparative  information  concerning  the  department’s 
sampling  activities  over  the  past  five  years  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1956  : — 


Number  Percentage 

Year  Purchased  or  Taken.  Genuine.  Adulterated.  Adulterated. 

1963  745  682  63  8.46 

1964  772  720  52  6.74 

1965  716  684  32  4.47 

1966  672  634  48  7.14 

1967  577  50*7  70  12.13 
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Details  of  the  samples  procured  during  1967  are  as  follows  : — 

I.  Formal  samples  obtained  with  the  possibility  of  legal  proceedings  in 
the  event  of  adulteration  or  irregularity  being  found  : — 


Number 

Certified  to  be 

Purchased 

Genuine. 

Adulterated  or 

Brandy  

or  Taken. 

4 

4 

Irregular. 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

1 

_ 

Gin  

3 

1 

2 

Health  Drinks  

2 



2 

Ice  Cream 

23 

23 

Milk 

17 

9 

8 

Mince 

26 

18 

8 

Rum 

2 

1 

1 

Sausages  

24 

18 

6 

Whisky 

25 

23 

2 

127 

98 

29 

= 

= 

= 

II.  Informal  samples  : — 

Number 

Certified 

to  be 

Purchased 

Genuine- 

Adulterated  or 

Colours  and  Flavours 

or  Taken. 

7 

7 

Irregular. 

Coffee 

4 

4 

_ 

Cream 

3 

3 

- 

Fruit  (Fresh) 

24 

24 

Gelatine  ... 

2 

2 

_ 

Gin 

2 

2 

_ 

Jam 

4 

4 

_ 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Marzipan 

2 

2 

Meat  Pastes 

7 

7 

Medicinals 

22 

20 

2 

Milk 

283 

255 

28 

M ince 

24 

18 

6 

Oil 

2 

2 

Pasteurised  F.gg 

6 

6 

Sauces 

7 

7 

Sausages 

25 

21 

4 

Tea 

6 

6 

Vegetables 

2 

2 



1 Sample  each  of  the  following  : — 
Arrowroot,  Bicarbonate  of  Soda, 
Calfs  Foot  Jelly,  Cereal,  Desiccated 
Coconut,  Fish  Cakes,  Flour.  Lemon 
Curd,  Mineral  Water,  “ Mini-meal,” 
Orange  Drink,  Peanut  Butter. 
Shandy,  Soup,  Suet,  Walnut  Maple 

16 

15 

(Fish 
1 Cakes) 

450 

409 

41 
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With  a population  of  182,284  this  works  out  at  3.16  samples  for  every 
1,000  persons,  compared  with  3.08  for  1966,  3.64  for  1965,  4.11  for  1964  and 
4.04  for  1963. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  however,  a further  997  food  samples  (detailed 
later)  were  also  obtained  for  other  purposes,  namely  586  for  chemical  and  411 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  total  figure  for  1967  is  therefore  1,574, 
which  works  out  at  8.6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Formal  Samples 

Milk.  Three  informal  samples  (details  later  in  the  report),  two  from  the 
same  producer,  showed  a deficiency  in  solids-not-fat  content  with  the  presence 
of  added  water,  and  the  two  ensuing  formal  samples  showed  similar  results.  In 
one  case,  a Pasteurised  Milk,  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal 
and  the  dairyman,  after  a plea  of  guilty,  was  fined  £10.  In  the  other  instance, 
this  time  a Standard  Milk  sampled  on  delivery  to  a pasteuriser  in  the  City, 
the  producer  went  out  of  business  soon  after  the  sample  was  procured  and  no 
further  action  was  taken. 

A formal  sample  of  Premium  Milk  showed  a deficiency  of  milk  fat  so 
slight  as  to  require  only  a warning  to  the  producer  who  gave  as  an  excuse  for 
the  offence  his  byreman’s  careless  handling  of  the  animals’  feeding-siuffs. 

An  informal  sample  of  milk  procured  from  the  bulk  receiving  tank  at  a 
pasteuriser’s  premises  and  found  to  be  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  was  followed 
up  by  the  taking  of  formal  samples  from  the  milk  on  delivery  to  the  pasteuriser. 
This  entailed  the  taking  of  a sample  from  each  of  the  three  churns  concerned 
and  a composite  sample  representative  of  the  whole  consignment.  The  four 
samples  thus  procured  were  all  found  to  be  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  and  the 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  producer  who  stated  that  the  only  reason  he 
could  give  for  the  deficiencies  was  that  his  animals  were  largely  at  the  end  of 
their  lactation  periods.  A severe  warning  was  given  and  the  information  passed 
on  to  the  Authority  for  the  area  within  which  the  farm  is  situated. 

Two  informal  samples  of  milk  delivered  to  a pasteuriser  showed  such  a 
high  content  of  antibiotic  that  a formal  sample  was  la.ter  taken  on  delivery. 
This  time  the  antibiotic  content  was  even  greater  and  the  facts  were  reported 
to  the  Procurator  Fiscal.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  producer 
who  pleaded  guilty  but  was  admonished. 

Whisky.  Two  samples  of  whisky  were  found  on  analysis  to  be  below  the 
strength  stated  on  the  labels  attached  to  the  bottles  from  which  they  were 
supplied.  After  legal  proceedings,  both  vendors  were  fined  £10. 

Rum.  A sample  of  rum  purchased  during  the  New  Year  period  was 
found  on  analysis  to  be  below  the  indicated  strength.  In  this  case  the  vendors 
were  fined  £20. 

Gin.  Following  a request  from  another  Authority,  a sample  of  a popular 
brand  of  gin  was  purchased  and  found  to  be  below  the  stated  strength.  Because 
of  the  special  circumstances  that  prevailed,  however,  a further  sample  was 
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purchased  from  the  same  public  house  — this  time  from  a sealed  bottle;  and 
again,  the  strength  was  below  that  stated.  Two  representatives  of  the  manu- 
facturers were  subsequently  interviewed  and  as  a result  they  agreed  to  change 
their  testing  methods.  A further  sample,  purchased  at  a later  date  when  the 
offending  stock  had  been  exhausted,  was  found  to  be  above  the  stated  strength. 

Mince.  Of  particular  interest  was  a case  taken  against  the  suppliers  of 
meat  to  a large  department  store  in  the  City.  An  informal  sample  of  mince 
was  found  on  analysis  to  contain  colouring  matter  and  cereal,  such  additions 
being  prohibited  by  the  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1957, 
and  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956,  respectively.  A formal  sample 
procured  later  confirmed  the  presence  of  these  two  substances  and  the  circum- 
stances were  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal.  Due  to  a legal  technicality, 
however,  the  case  was  found  “ Not  Proven  ”. 

Mince,  Sausages  and  Health  Drinks.  With  the  exception  of  the  above- 
mentioned  case,  detailed  information  concerning  these  samples  found  to  be 
adulterated  or  irregular  is  given  later  under  the  heading  “ The  Preservatives 
in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1962  ”. 


Informal  Samples 

Milk.  Twenty-eight  samples  were  found  on  analyses  not  to  comply  with 
the  required  statutory  standards.  Of  these,  three  samples  of  Premium  Milk  and 
one  each  of  Standard  Milk,  Pasteurised  Milk  and  Sterilised  Milk  were  deficient 
in  milk  fat,  the  Pasteurised  Milk  showing,  also,  the  presence  of  added  water. 

The  Premium  Milk  samples  were  all  from  the  same  producer  and  a formal 
sample  was  procured  following  the  Analyst’s  report  on  the  first  of  these.  No 
formal  sample  was  taken  after  the  second  informal  failure  due  to  an  adminis- 
trative difficulty,  and  as  the  third  informal  sample  was  obtained  at  the  end  of 

the  year  it  was  into  1968  before  the  usual  follow-on  procedure  could  be 
undertaken. 


The  deficiency  of  milk  fat  in  the  Standard  Milk  was  so  slight  that  it  was 
considered  sufficient  to  notify  the  Authority  for  the  producer’s  area  and  ask 
or  an  investigation  into  the  possible  cause. 

, ' Pf.  fat-deficient  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  Sterilised  Milk  were 

noth  followed  up  by  the  taking  of  formal  samples  each  of  which,  however,  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  remaining  twenty-two  samples  were  deficient  in  solids-not-fat.  twenty- 
w °f  Standard  and  the  other  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  the  latter  and 
p ° , former,  both  from  the  same  producer,  showing,  also,  the  presence 
added  water  Formal  follow-on  samples  were  obtained  of  these  milks  having 
J™,  Wlter;(?ls.°  of  an°ther  Standard  Milk.  In  the  other  eighteen  cases  it  was 
considered  sufficient  to  notify  the  Authorities  for  the  areas  concerned,  with  the 

of  1 dTeSt  tHat  investiSation  be  made  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  causes 
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Fish  Cakes.  A sample  of  these  was  found  on  analysis  to  contain  only 
20.1%  of  fish,  whereas  the  Food  Standards  (Fish  Cakes)  Order,  1950,  requires 
a minimum  of  35%.  A formal  follow-on  sample  was  purchased,  the  result  of 
which  was  satisfactory. 

Mince  and  Sausages.  Detailed  information  concerning  these  samples  are 
contained  in  the  section  of  this  report  headed  “ The  Preservatives  in  Food 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1962”. 

Medicinals.  A sample  of  Phenacetin  and  Caffeine  Tablets  did  not  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941,  and  a 
sample  of  Phenolphthalein  Compound  Pills  contravened  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act,  1933.  Both  samples  were  purchased  from  the  same  chemist  who 
was  given  a warning. 


Other  Sampling 

Many  additional  samples  were,  of  course,  and  as  usual,  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  reasons  other  than  ascertaining  compliance  with  statutory 
compositional  standards,  such  purposes  including  the  examination  of  food- 
stuffs to  establish  fitness  for  human  consumption,  the  quality  of  school  meals 
(115  separate  items  being  taken  from  4 schools)  and  meals  served  in  old 
people’s  homes  (91  separate  items  from  4 homes),  the  character  of  mains  water 
drawn  from  domestic  taps  in  the  City  as  well  as  water  from  private  sources,  the 
purity  of  the  water  in  swimming  baths,  and  opinion  on  complaints  from  the 
public  concerning  food  alleged  to  be  abnormal  or  to  contain  foreign  matter. 

Under  these  headings,  and  for  special  purposes,  a total  of  358  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination  and/or  analysis. 

Of  complaints  made  by  the  public  concerning  the  unsatisfactory  nature 
of  foodstuffs,  the  following  are  of  particular  note  : — 

Each  of  three  one-pint  bottles  of  milk  delivered  on  the  same  day  and  at 
the  same  time  to  a householder  contained  extraneous  matter  found  by  the 
Analyst  to  be  mainly  vegetable  in  origin,  indicative  of  tobacco,  some  cotton 
fibres  and  particles  of  carbonaceous  matter.  After  thorough  investigation  and 
collation  of  facts,  the  circumstances  were  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal 
and  the  case  went  to  trial,  the  accused  milk  supplier  pleading  “ Not  Guilty  ”. 
The  ensuing  proceedings  brought  out  involved  argument  on  a legal  technicality 
which  resulted  in  a dismissal  of  the  case.  The  Procurator  Fiscal  asked  for  a 
stated  case  with  a view  to  appeal  being  made  to  the  High  Court  of  Justiciary 
but  the  Crown  Office  however  advised  against  an  appeal  and  the  Sheriff  Court 
decision  stood. 

A loaf  of  brown  bread  was  seen  by  the  purchaser  to  be  mouldy  when  she 
took  off  the  two  cellophane  wrappers  within  which  it  was  found  to  be  enclosed. 
As  usual,  full  enquiries  were  made,  following  which  it  was  decided  to  place 
the  facts  before  the  Procurator  Fiscal.  The  vendor  pled  “ Guilty  ” and  was 
fined  £4  for  selling  food  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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Several  live  larvae  were  found  by  a housewife  between  slices  of  gammon 
wnen  she  served  the  meat  shortly  after  making  her  purchase.  Immediate 
investigation  at  the  retail  shop  clearly  indicated  the  cause  of  the  complaint 
and,  in  fact,  the  shopkeeper  admitted  that  he  had  thrown  out  two  pieces  of 
gammon  because  of  maggot  infestation.  The  circumstances  were  reported  to 
the  Procurator  Fiscal  as  were  also  offences  discovered  under  the  Food  Flygiene 
Regulations.  The  accused  pled  “ Guilty  ” and  was  fined  £10  on  the  charge  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  £20  on  charges  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula- 
tions, the  latter  case  being  described  under  the  appropriate  heading. 

Black  puddings  sold  to  a housewife  were  found  to  have  mould  growths 
not  only  on  the  surface  but  penetrating  throughout  the  fillings.  More  puddings 
similarly  affected  were  found  at  the  retail  shop  in  the  course  of  the  investiga- 
tions. The  facts  were  reported  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal  and  the  accused  firm 
was  fined  £15  on  pleading  “Guilty”  to  the  charge  of  selling  unfit  food. 

A diner  at  a Chinese  Restaurant  ordered  Chicken  Casserole  but  was  not 
convinced  that  the  chicken  part  of  the  dish  was  in  fact  fowl.  She  complained 
to  this  department,  and  brought  part  of  the  dish  as  evidence,  and  for  an  opinion. 
The  bone  structure  was  definitely  that  of  a fowl,  although  unusually  large. 
Dissection  and  further  examination,  however,  proved  that  the  meat  was  in 
fact  chicken  and  no  further  action  was  necessary. 

A tin  of  imported  produce,  supposed  to  contain  a whole  chicken,  was 
discovered  on  being  opened  to  have  inside  only  a foul  smelling  liquid  and 
pieces  of  bone  and  skin.  The  contents  of  the  tin  had  been  digested  by  bacterial 
action  over  a long  period  of  time  and  the  residue  was  in  an  advanced  state  of 
decomposition.  The  bacteriological  report  indicated  that  no  proteolytic 
organisms  were  found  in  the  cultures  taken  from  the  tin,  so  the  original  cause 
of  the  complaint  remained  obscure.  The  vendors  claimed  that  there  had  been 
no  external  evidence  to  show  that  the  contents  were  unsound  and  this,  of 
course,  was  true.  Nevertheless,  they  were  duly  warned  regarding  storage  and 
examination  of  canned  foodstuffs  prior  to  sale. 

A complaint  concerning  the  sale  of  mouldy  sausage  rolls  began  a very 
complicated  investigation  involving  several  persons  in  the  supply,  transport, 
retailing  and  purchase  of  the  goods.  All  the  information  was  collected  and 
placed  before  the  Procurator  Fiscal  who  instituted  legal  proceedings  against 
t e vendor,  who  denied  the  charge.  The  trial  produced  much  conflicting 
evidence,  particularly  in  relation  to  delivery  and  receipt  of  the  goods,  and  the 
sheriffs  decision  was  “ Not  guilty  ”, 

A curious  colour  in  bread  was  observed  by  a family  who  were  on  a caravan 
loliday.  The  centre  of  each  slice  had  a circular  area  of  bright  orange-red  which 
ad  become  visibly  more  definite  as  time  passed.  The  complainer  was  puzzled 
y the  co  oration  and  wondered  if  the  bread,  which  was  not  manufactured  in 
tne  City,  had  become  affected  by  anything  harmful.  A portion  of  the  loaf  was 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who  discovered  that  the  colour  was  caused 
oy  a vast  number  of  spores  of  mould  of  the  genus  neurospora.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  mould  had  probably  been  present  in  the  dough  during  the 
mixing  process  but  heat  had  killed  the  mould  at  the  edges  during  baking.  The 
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manufacturer  was  alerted  and  investigation  made  at  the  factory  revealed  only 
one  other  loaf  similarly  affected  but  that  the  flour  stock  was  uncontaminated. 


The  contents  of  two  packets  of  rolled  oats  bought  by  a customer  from  a 
small  grocer’s  shop  were  seen  to  have  a kind  of  “ movement  ” in  the  substance 
and  a red  powder  was  discovered  at  the  bottom  of  one  packet.  The  unusual 
motile  effect  was  identified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  due  to  the  presence 
of  a large  number  of  flour  mites  of  the  family  Tyroglyphidae.  Enquiry  and 
investigation  at  the  retail  shop  was  unrewarding.  No  sign  of  infestation  was 
seen  and  the  shopkeeper  was  unable  to  remember  who  had  supplied  him  with 
the  oats,  his  habit  being  to  buy  a few  packets  from  various  sources  from 
time  to  time.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  manufacturer  and  further 
investigation  disclosed  that  the  packets  were  at  least  18  months  old.  There  was 
considerable  difficulty  in  tracing  the  history  of  the  packets  and  the  results  were 
not  conclusive.  The  mystery  had  therefore  to  remain  unsolved,  but  storage 
and  distribution  arrangements  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  so  far  as  could 
be  established.  The  complainer  was  satisfied  with  the  action  taken,  and  in  the 
circumstances  legal  action  was  not  pursued. 


Samples  of  washed  milk  bottles,  water,  foodstuffs,  etc.  were  also  procured 
and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  Dundee  University  Labora- 
tory, and  the  following  table  (which  excludes  routine  milk  and  ice  cream 
samples  because  these  are  statistically  set  out  elsewhere)  gives  details  relating 
thereto  : — 

Fairly 

Satisfactory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


24  Mains  Water 23  — 

32  Swimming  Baths  Waters  29  — 

4 Springs  and  Wells  Waters  4 — 

69  Washed  Milk  Bottles  52  9 

23  Milk  from  Dispensing  Machines  16  — 

23  Milk  on  delivery  to  Dispensing 

Machines  20  — 

18  Imitation  Cream  13  — 

12  Dairy  Cream  9 — 

8 Crushed  Bone  3 — 

4 Bone  Grist  — — 

7 Bone  Meal  5 — 

2 Desiccated  Coconut 2 — 

1 Soup  from  Vending  Machine  1 — 

1 Hot  Water  from  Vending  Machine  l — 

2 Frozen  Beef  1 — 

2 Dog  Meal  2 — 

1 Curried  Chicken  — — 

1 Canned  Soup — — 

2 Canned  Meat  .... 1 — 

2 Cooked  Beef — — 


1 

3 

8 

7 

3 

5 

3 
5 

4 
2 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


The  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  taken  from  dispensing 
machines  showed  some  improvement  on  those  for  last  year,  but  were  still 
rather  disappointing  — this  despite  regular  checks  on  the  machines  by  the 
inspectorate  and  persistent  advice  on  proper  cleaning  and  sterilising  methods. 
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Apropos  of  this,  it  is  interesting,  and  disturbing,  to  note  that  some  of  the 
sterilising  agents  found  being  used  were  clearly  labelled  as  not  suitable  for 
milk  plant.  As  the  table  shows,  the  milk  on  delivery  to  premises  for  use  in  the 
machines  was  generally  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and  could  give  the 
operators  little  excuse  for  their  shortcomings.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
much  was  being  heard  of  another  type  of  machine  from  which  the  milk  is 
supplied  from  a polythene  bag  contained  within  an  insulated  box,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  type  of  unit  will  soon  replace  the  present  popular  variety 
which  has  up  till  now  given  so  much  trouble  and  difficulties  in  cleaning  with 
the  resultant  very  high  percentages  of  bacterial  failures  in  samples  taken. 

The  results  for  washed  milk  bottles  showed  some  improvement  on  the 
previous  year’s  figures.  Every  occurrence  reported  as  “ fairly  satisfactory  ” and 
“ unsatisfactory  ” was,  of  course,  investigated  and  follow-on  samples  taken  in 
order  to  find  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  However,  the  disposable  milk  container  is 
growing  in  popularity  and,  as  mentioned  in  the  Foreword  to  the  report,  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  day  cannot  be  too  far  off  when  the  early  morning  “ clink  ” 
of  bottles  will  no  longer  be  heard. 

A decrease  in  the  number  of  manufacturers  accounted  for  the  drop  in  the 
number  of  samples  of  cream  taken.  The  unsatisfactory  samples  were  investi- 
gated and  were  all  accounted  for  by  failures  in  the  processes  of  sterilising 
machinery.  Follow-on  samples  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953,  and  Amending  Regulations,  1956/61 

This  legislation  is  designed  to  protect  the  consumer  by  requiring  that 
certain  pre-packed  articles  of  food  and  drink  shall  be  labelled  in  accordance 
with  specific  and  general  rules  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  intending 
purchaser  as  to  the  precise  nature  of  the  commodity,  the  various  ingredients 
of  which  it  is  composed,  the  name  of  the  packer  or  labeller,  and  so  on. 

Infringements  of  the  legislation  are  now  compartively  rare,  and  where 
t ey  do  occur  the  defect  is  usually  a technical  discrepancy  occasioned  by 
ignorance  of  the  law  more  than  anything  else.  Nevertheless,  the  inspectorate 
routinely  examine  prepacked  foods  in  the  course  of  sampling  and  during  any 
other  visits  to  food  premises  to  check  that  there  are  no  misleading  descriptions 
on  the  labels  or  containers*,  either  in  words  or  by  pictorial  device,  which  might 
imp  y that  the  food  is  other  than  what  it  actually  is,  or  is  compounded  of. 
Particular  attention  in  this  respect  is  paid  to  new  articles  appearing  on  the 
mar  et  or  the  first  time.  In  these  days  of  highly  competitive  marketing  and 
more  sophisticated  foodstuffs  this  is  a departmental  activity  which  is  constantly 
maintained,  but  over  the  year  no  legal  irregularities  were  discovered  which 
warranted  action. 


The  Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1962 

_n A Hhese  Rcgu,atl0ns  detail  the  specific  preservatives  which  may  be  used 

ami  h!  *moun{s  wh,ch  can  legally  be  added  to  certain  specified  foodstuffs, 

these  nlnfV  CaiTieS  °Ut  routine  samPIing  to  ensure,  inter  alia,  that 

tnese  quantities  are  not  exceeded. 
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Mince.  Of  the  twenty-four  informal  samples  purchased,  nineteen  were 
found  to  comply  (although  one  contained  prohibited  colouring  matter  and  is 
referred  to  earlier  in  this  report),  one  contained  preservative  in  excess  of  the 
permitted  amount  and  four  contained  preservative  outwith  the  period  June  to 
September,  inclusive,  during  which  time  the  addition  of  such  preservative  is 
in  fact  permissible.  Formal  follow-up  samples  were  procured,  and  two  were 
found  to  be  genuine,  one  contained  an  excess  of  preservative  and  two  con- 
tained preservative  outwith  the  permitted  period.  The  vendors  of  the  three 
unsatisfactory  samples  were  each  fined  £5  after  legal  proceedings. 

Twenty-six  formal  samples  were  purchased,  five  as  detailed  above.  Of  the 
remainder,  four  were  unsatisfactory  in  that  one  contained  an  excess  of  pre- 
servative and  three  contained  preservative  outwith  the  permitted  period  (and, 
again,  one  contained  prohibited  colouring  matter  in  the  case  above-mentioned). 
At  the  Sheriff  Court,  the  vendor  who  sold  the  sample  containing  the  excess  of 
preservative  and  two  of  the  other  offenders  were  each  fined  £5.  In  the  remain- 
ing case  a fine  of  £10  was  imposed. 

Sausages.  The  Regulations  permit  sulphur  dioxide  to  be  added  to 
sausages  at  any  time  of  the  year,  but  only  to  a maximum  of  450  parts  per 
million.  They  also  prescribe  that  the  fact  of  the  addition  must  be  made  known 
to  the  purchaser  either  by  a conspicuous  notice  suitably  displayed  within  the 
vendor’s  premises  or  on  an  appropriate  label  given  with  the  purchase. 

Of  the  twenty-five  informal  samples  procured,  two  were  found  to  contain 
preservative  in  excess  of  the  permitted  amount,  and  two  were  within  the  per- 
mitted amount  but  there  was  no  due  notification.  In  the  first  two  cases  formal 
samples  were  later  obtained,  one  being  found  to  comply  but  the  other  did  not. 
Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  this  offender  who  was  fined  £5.  So  far 
as  the  two  cases  where  notice  was  not  exhibited  are  concerned,  it  was  con- 
sidered sufficient  to  warn  the  vendor  of  one  of  the  samples.  A formal  sample 
was  procured  in  the  other  case  and  this  was  found  to  be  satisfactory,  not  only 
in  preservative  content  but  also  in  the  fact  that  the  required  notice  was  dis- 
played at  the  time  of  purchase. 

In  addition,  twenty-one  routine  formal  samples  were  purchased  and  of 
these,  three  contained  excess  preservative,  two  of  the  vendors  being  fined  £5 
and  the  other  £10.  Two  other  samples  contained  preservative  within  the  limit 
but  without  notification,  and  one  of  these  was  warned  while  the  other  was 
prosecuted  and  fined  £5. 

Health  Drinks.  A formal  sample  of  a well-known  beverage  was  certified 
by  the  Public  Analyst  to  contain  an  excessive  amount  of  preservative.  Lengthy 
correspondence  between  the  manufacturers  and  the  department  prevented  the 
institution  of  legal  proceedings  within  the  two  month  period  allowed  under 
the  legislation,  but  a second  formal  sample  was  purchased  which  showed  a 
roughly  similar  result.  This  time  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Procurator 
Fiscal,  but  in  the  meantime  advice  was  sought  from  the  Home  and  Health 
Department.  Acting  upon  its  recommendation  the  Fiscal  decided  not  to 
proceed. 
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The  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1948/63 
The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959 
The  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  applications  for  registration  under 
the  Regulations  of  1948  were  approved  by  the  Local  Authority  : — 


For  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  — 

For  the  Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  2 

For  the  Storage  of  Ice  Cream  1 

In  respect  of  Vehicles,  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and/or  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  on  the  Public  Streets 

In  respect  of  Vehicles,  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  on  the  Public  Streets  2 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  registers  kept  in  compliance  with  the  Regula- 


tions showed  the  following  totals  : — 

Premises  Registered  for  Manufacture,  Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice 

Cream  47 

Premises  Registered  for  Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  56 

Premises  Registered  for  Storage  of  Ice  Cream 5 

Vehicles  Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and/or  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  on  the  Public  Streets g 

Vehicles  Registered  for  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  on  the  Public  Streets  ......  46 


It  is  recommended  by  the  Central  Authority  that  ice  cream  should  contain 
no  more  than  50,000  bacteria  per  gram,  and  no  coliform  bacilli  in  one-hun- 
dredth of  a gram.  This  standard  is  not  a statutory  one,  but  is  intended  to 
indicate,  arbitrarily,  that  any  sample  which  does  not  comply  has  been  manu- 
factured, stored,  exposed  for  sale  or  sold  under  unhygienic  methods.  The  table 
at  the  end  of  this  section  of  the  report  shows  that  of  the  36  samples  taken, 
11,  or  30.5%,  failed  to  conform  to  this  standard,  but  against  this  it  is  rather 
important  to  note  that  most  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  had  been  supplied 
by  an  out-of-town  manufacturer  and  that  local  vendors,  at  least,  were  therefore 
cleared  of  blame.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  area  in  which  the  manufac- 
turer s premises  are  situated  was,  in  each  instance,  duly  notified  and  requested 
to  carry  out  the  necessary  investigations,  and  follow-on  samples  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  Where, of  course,  the  ice  cream  had  been  manufactured  within 
the  City  rigorous  examination  of  the  plant  and  methods  was  carried  out  by 
our  own  inspectorate,  and  further  check  samples  taken. 

Ice  cream  vehicles  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition 
with  regard  to  cleanliness,  equipment  and  methods  of  handling. 

As  usual,  attention  was  given  to  the  labelling  of  prepacked  ice  cream 
and  in  every  instance  the  requirements  of  the  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment) 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  were  met. 

During  the  year  380  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  premises  where  ice 
cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and/or  sold,  as  well  as  to  street-trading  vehicles. 

Chemical  Analysis  — Ice  Cream.  The  table  headed  Formal  Sampling  in 
the  Food  Sampling  section  of  the  report  shows  that  23  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  compositional  analysis.  No  sample 
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failed  to  conform  to  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 


(Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  and  the  following  interesting  information  as  to  fat 

and  milk  solids-not-fat  content 
analyses  : — 

is 

taken  from  the  reports  on  the 

resultant 

Fat 

Milk  Solids-Not-Fat 

Under  5 % 

— 

Under  7.5%  

— 

5%  - 6%  

3 

7.6%  - 8.5%  

2 

6%  - 7%  

5 

8.6%  - 9.5%  

1 

7%  - 8%  

6 

9.6% -10.5%  

5 

8%  - 9%  

5 

10.6%  -11.5%  

6 

9%  - 10% 

2 

11.6% -12.5%  

4 

10%  - 11%  

1 

12.6% -13.5%  

5 

11%  - 12%  

— 

12%  - 13%  

1 

Further  study  brings  out  the  following  : — 

Highest.  Lowest.  Average. 

Fat  12.30%  5.70%  7.73% 

Milk  Solids  other  than  Fat  13.15%  8.10%  11.16% 

Bacteriological  Examination  — Ice  Cream.  36  samples  were  obtained 
for  this  purpose  (8  being  follow-on  samples  taken  after  receipt  of  initial  unsatis- 
factory bacteriological  returns),  and  the  table  below  gives  detailed  information 
of  the  results  : — 

COLIFORM 


Present  in  Present  in  Present  in 


Bacteria  Count. 

No. 

Absent 

1 tube 

2 tubes 

3 tubes 

0 

- 

1,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1,001 

- 

2,000 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2,001 

- 

3,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,001 

- 

4,000 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4,001 

- 

5,000 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5,001 

- 

10,000 

10 

9 

1 

— 

— 

10,001 

- 

20,000 

8 

6 

1 

1 

— 

20,001 

- 

30,000 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

30,001 

- 

40,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40,001 

- 

50,000 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

50,001 

- 

60,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60,001 

- 

70,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70,001 

- 

80,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

80,001 

- 

90,000 

....  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

90,001 

- 

100,000 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

100,001 

- 

150,000 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

150,001 

- 

200,000 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

200,001 

- 

300,000 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

300,001 

- 

400,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

400,001 

- 

500,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

> 500,000 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

36 

24 

4 

3 

5 
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The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Acts,  etc. 

The  registers  at  31st  December  provide  the  following  statistical  information 
regarding  the  number  of  milk  traders  in  the  City 
Producers  of  Milk 


Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  (including  Producer-Retailers  and  Bottler- 
Retailers)  

comprising: — 

Purveyors  of  Milk  from  Shops,  Milk-Houses,  etc 

Purveyors  from  Vans  

Purveyors  from  Vans  also  licensed  in  respect  of  Shops,  Milk- 
Houses,  etc.  

Purveyors  resident  outwith  the  City  but  Registered  to  Purvey 
within  from  Vans 


At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  also  ascertained  that  the  number  of  cows 
in  the  two  registered  byres  was  160. 

During  the  year  16  inspections  were  carried  out  at  producers’  premises, 
the  usual  particular  attention  being  paid  to  condition  of  cattle,  byres  and 
equipment  and  methods  of  production. 

679  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  retail  shops  and  pasteurisers’ 
premises. 

The  two  registered  producers  in  the  City  dispose  of  the  milk  as  follows 

Premium  Milk  — One  Producer.  A quantity  of  the  milk  is  sold  wholesale 
in  one-pint  cartons  as  Premium  Milk;  the  remainder  is  transported  in  bulk  to 
be  bottled  out  of  town  and  sold  as  Standard  Milk. 

Standard  Milk  — One  Producer.  The  milk  is  consigned  in  bulk  to  whole- 
saiers  premises  where  it  is  pasteurised  and  bottled  and  thereafter  retailed  as 
Pasteurised  Milk. 


Byres  Exempt  from  Registration.  Routine  visits  were  also,  and  as  usual,  made 
o the  seven  unregistered  byres.  The  number  of  cows  housed  therein  chances 
a most  daily  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found  that  only  seven  were 

eing  accommodated.  There  is  nothing  adverse  to  report  in  regard  to  such 
places. 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934 

Compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  is  checked  when  other 
gelation  relating  to  milk  is  being  enforced.  Nothing  untoward  was  discovered 
during  1967,  the  requirements  being  met  in  all  cases. 

Mdk  Consumption.  The  daily  direct  consumption  of  milk  in  the  City 
follow  aLCan  bC  ascertained’  is  approximately  15,281  gallons,  made  up  as 


2 

529 

490 

17 

18 
4 


185 


Gallons 

Premium  Jersey  50 

Premium  560 

Standard  220 

Pasteurised  (includes  1,016  gallons  for  schools)  14,236 

Sterilised  215 


Add  to  this, 


15,281  as  liquid  milk 


Milk  used  in  the  manufacture  of  butter,  cream,  etc.  2,689 


17,970 


Milk  Quality.  The  tables  given  in  the  “ Food  Section  ” of  this  report  show 
that  17  formal  and  283  informal  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  for  the  purpose 
of  chemical  analysis,  and  the  following  are  details  of  the  average  fat  and  non- 
fatty solids  contents  relative  thereto,  as  taken  from  the  Public  Analyst’s 
certificates  : — 

Number  ol  Average 


Month. 

Sampler. 

Milk  Fat. 

Non-Fatty 

January 

. — . 

24 

3.77 

8.73 

February 



29 

3.70 

8.68 

March 



33 

3.61 

8.54 

April 

18 

3.63 

8.69 

May 

19 

3.60 

8.64 

June 

...... 

44 

3.60 

8.90 

July 

...... 

10 

3.91 

8.84 

August 

...... 

49 

3.82 

8.80 

September 



39 

3.79 

8.79 

October 

20 

4.10 

8.81 

November 

6 

4.03 

8.76 

December 

9 

3.72 

8.70 

300 

3.77 

8.74 

From  the  same  source,  the  following  facts  were  also  taken  : — 

Milk  Fat.  The  highest  figure  recorded  was  5.30%  and  the  lowest  2.45%. 
Samples  showing  a content  of  4%  and  over  totalled  74. 

Non-Fatty  Solids.  The  highest  was  9.56%  and  the  lowest  8.00%.  Samples 
containing  9%  and  over  numbered  42. 

The  statutory  minima  for  genuine  milks  are  : — 

Milk  Fat:  Jersey,  Guernsey,  South  Devon  and  Channel  Island 

Milks  4% 

Premium  Milk  3.50% 

Other  Milk  3% 

Non-Fatty  Solids:  All  Milk*  ......  8.50% 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Order,  1965 

The  following  licences  were  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year 

PRODUCERS  OF  PREMIUM  MILK  1 

PRODUCERS  OF  STANDARD  MILK 


PASTEURISERS  OF  MILK  6 

STERILISERS  OF  MILK  1 

DEALERS  IN  PREMIUM  MILK  55 

do.  STANDARD  MILK  56 

do  PASTEURISED  MILK  481 

do.  STERILISED  MILK 286 

do.  U.H.T.  MILK  1 


In  addition,  four  dealers  possessed  supplementary  licences  for  the  sale  of 
Premium  Milk  from  off  vans  coming  into  the  City. 

Roughly  the  usual  number  of  applications  for  dealers’  licences  to  use  a 
special  Designation  in  relation  to  milk  were  received  throughout  the  year  and 
on  receipt  of  such  the  premises  and  manner  of  storing  the  milk  were  carefully 
examined  before  recommending  to  the  Local  Authority  that  the  licence  should 
be  granted.  Generally,  conditions  for  handling,  storage  and/or  distribution  were 
ound  to  be  satisfactory,  but  advice  and  explanations  were  given  where  neces- 
sary on  the  proper  protection  of  the  milk  and  the  conditions  which  pertained 
in  relation  to  the  licences  being  sought. 

The  premises,  plant  and  equipment  of  all  licensed  producers,  pasteurisers 
and  other  retail  dealers,  were  also  well  supervised  during  the  course  of  the 


So  far  as  the  pasteurisers  are  concerned,  it  can  honestly  be  said  that  satis- 
factory standards  of  dairy  hygiene  were  maintained  throughout  the  year,  such 
aults  as  were  observed  being  usually  of  a minor  character  and  mainly  attribut- 
able to  mechanical  trouble  in  the  plant  or  failure  via  the  human  element  at 
some  stage  in  the  heat-treatment  or  bottling  processes.  The  owners  of  the 
pasteurising  businesses  are  only  too  well  aware  of  their  responsibilities  in 
handling  an  article  which  is  so  susceptible  to  contamination,  and  strive  to  the 
t>-st  of  their  ability  to  provide  milk  which  is  both  wholesome  and  safe. 

Two  things  appear  to  constantly  trouble  the  pasteurisers,  and  hence  the 
epartment,  however  — the  lesser  sense  of  responsibility  which  seems  to  have 
iept  in  on  the  part  of  employees  engaged  in  the  pasteurising,  bottling,  etc 
processes,  and  the  perennial  problem  of  ensuring  that  the  glass  bottles  which 

Dar  icula°rlvnH-ffi0n;iCUSt0merS  ^ f ruPulously  clean>  this  latter  problem  beinc 

WhPr?i  <5ffiCuIt.yi  reSfCt  0f  * P,nt  bottles  returned  empty  from  school 

emntv  m,IkehntTWKVS’  ^ ^ ^ reasonabIy  conscientious  about  rinsing 

eZ  v Si,  ! , “8  them’  SCh00ls  very  often  send  back  the 

empty  bottles  with  a hardened  film  of  milk  inside  which  is  very  difficult  to 

ZZ v a S°  WUh  dlVerSe  pieCCS  °f  f0reign  matter  contained  within.  There  is 
servirt  nfiP  a C1°ntmu'ng  incidence  of  utterly  filthy  milk  bottles  re-entering  the 

cent/Zrii  a long  abJenLce  and  misuse  which,  despite  the  rigorous  hot  deter- 
g t/stenlising  wash  which  all  receive,  are  really  no  longer  suitable  or  safe  for 
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use  as  milk  containers.  Many  of  these,  of  course,  escape  detection  and  become 
the  subjects  of  justifiable  complaints  from  aggrieved  customers. 

All  this  strongly  supports  what  has  been  said  earlier  in  the  report  (in  the 
Foreword  and  in  the  section  headed  “ Other  Sampling  ”)  about  the  desirability 
of  changing  over  to  the  use  of  aseptic  or  sterile  containers  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 


Milk  for  Bacteriological  Examination 

The  following  details  relate  to  samples  of  Designated  Milks  submitted  to 
the  University  of  Dundee  for  examination  and  report : — 

Reported  as 

Designation.  Number  Taken.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Premium  Milk  35  17  18 

Standard  Milk  7 5 2 

Pasteurised  Milk  92  85  7 

Sterilised  Milk  3 3 

137  110  27 


The  following  table  shows  the  tests  upon  which  the  samples  failed: — 


Designation. 

Presence  of  Coliform. 

Bacteria  Count. 

m 

V 

b 

V 

m 

m 

it 

JZ 

Cm 

o 

-C 

111 

Coliform  and 
Bacteria  Count. 

Phosphatase  and 
Coliform  Tests. 

Totals 

Premium  Milk 

6 

6 

— 

6 



18 

Standard  Milk 

— 

1 

— 

1 



2 

Pasteurised  Milk  

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

11 

7 

— 

7 

2 

27 

Non-Designated  Milk.  No  samples  were  submitted  for  examination  dur- 
ing 1967. 

School  Milk.  12  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  supplied  to  schools  in  the 
City  were  taken  for  examination.  Of  these,  3 were  reported  as  being  unsatis- 
factory. These  figures  are  included  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

Antibiotics  in  Milk 

Milk  coming  into  the  City  from  farms  outwith  the  area,  as  well  as  the 
milk  from  the  two  local  producers,  was  routinely  checked  throughout  the  year 
for  the  presence  of  antibiotics. 

The  object  of  this  investigation  is  an  endeavour  to  control,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  indiscriminate  distribution  of  milk  containing  substances  such  as 
penicillin  from  cows  undergoing  treatment  for  mastitis  or  other  infections. 
When  consumed  by  humans  such  milk  may  have  a detrimental  effect  on  health, 
directly  or  indirectly.  Apart  from  the  objection  on  health  grounds,  however. 
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it  is  contended  that  milk  containing  antibiotics  is  not  genuine  in  that  it  is  not 
of  the  nature,  quality  or  substance  of  the  article  asked  for  by  the  purchaser, 
and  this  opinion  was  tested  in  the  case  of  a sample  which  was  found  to  contain 
0.7  i.u.  of  penicillin  per  ml.  of  milk,  proceedings  being  taken  under  Section  2 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956.  The  accused  pleaded  “Guilty” 
but  was  admonished. 

During  1967,  the  following  results  were  obtained  from  211  samples  pro- 
cured for  the  specific  purpose  of  determining  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  anti- 
biotics in  milk  : — 

202,  or  95.8%,  were  free  of  antibiotics 

9,  or  4.2%,  were  found  to  contain  the  equivalent  of  0.2  i.u.  or  more 
of  antibiotics  per  ml.  of  milk. 

A maximum  of  0.02  international  units  of  penicillin  in  1 ml.  of  milk 
is  the  arbitrary  standard  laid  down  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board  for 
the  purpose  of  price  penalties,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  in  law  there  should 
be  no  antibiotics  in  milk  at  all.  This,  of  course,  does  not  Drohibit  the  use  of 
antibiotics  in  the  treatment  of  cows.  All  that  is  necessary  is  for  the  farmer  to 
stop  adding  any  such  animal’s  milk  to  the  bulk  supply  and  thereby  release  it 
for  human  consumption  both  during  treatment  and  until  the  lapse  of  three  to 
five  days  after  treatment  has  stopped. 

In  the  cases  where  antibiotics  are  found  in  milk  coming  from  outwith  the 
City,  the  appropriate  Sanitary  Inspector  is  immediately  contacted  and  asked 
to  investigate. 

consignment  and  transport  of  milk  in  churns  has  hitherto  served  to 
identify  the  milk  from  a particular  farm  and  thus  helped  to  place  the  blame 
or  any  deficiency  when  such  is  necessary,  but  distribution  in  this  manner  is 
rapidly  on  the  way  out,  with  a proportional  increase  in  supply  by  way  of  bulk 
tankers  carrying  the  mixed  yield  from  a number  of  farms.  This  bulking  of  the 
milk  makes  the  laboratory  detection  of  antibiotics  practically  impossible  be- 
cause of  the  great  dilution  which  takes  place  in  the  mass  mixing  of  milk  from 
many  farms.  It  could  be  argued  by  the  same  token  that  the  health  hazard  is 
similarly  reduced;  but  it  could  also  be  said  that  the  anonymity  of  bulked  milk 
might  encourage  producers  to  ignore  the  essential  and  recommended  precau- 
tions with  impunity,  and,  of  course,  the  health  hazard,  however  reduced,  still 
remains. 


Milk  Vending  Machines 

Six  licences  permitting  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  from  approved  coin- 
perated  vending  machines  were  in  force  during  the  year,  all  the  machines 
. irJg  .U , e.r  the  control  of  the  same  person.  Five  samples  were  taken  for 
c criological  examination  and  two  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Investiga- 
lon  produced  no  conclusive  explanation  for  the  contamination,  although  such 

atnH  n VC  occu.rrecl  during  the  carton  filling  process,  which  is  manually  oper- 
tea.  Due  warning,  however,  was  given  to  the  supplier  of  the  milk. 

frmn?'!  T °CCJasion  rhe  stamP  indicating  the  date  the  carton  was  filled  was 
o :>e  indecipherable.  Investigation  showed  that  several  other  cartons 
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also  bore  an  illegible  date.  These  matters  were  taken  up  with  the  dealer  and 
his  supplier  who  took  steps  to  ensure  that  the  local  conditions  relative  to  the 
use  of  vending  machines  were  strictly  adhered  to,  particularly  the  requirement 
to  remove  all  unsold  milk  from  the  units  at  least  once  every  24  hours. 


Milk  Dispensing  Machines 

In  the  earlier  section  of  the  report  headed  “ Other  Sampling  ”,  much 
critical  comment  is  made  of  the  high  percentage  of  “ failures  ” in  samples  pro- 
cured from  milk  dispensing  machines  for  bacteriological  examination,  in 
support  of  which  it  is  shown  that  of  the  23  samples  procured  7,  or  30.4%, 
were  unsatisfactory. 


Bakehouses 

Bakehouses  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  56,  sub- 


divided as  follows : — 

Occupied  Mechanical  Factory  Bakehouses  55 

Certificated  Basement  Bakehouses  1 

which  is  the  same  as  for  1966. 


Inspections  during  the  year  revealed  that,  as  in  the  past,  the  standards  of 
hygiene  in  bakehouses  varied  widely  from  one  establishment  to  another  and 
even  from  one  inspection  to  the  next.  The  range  of  possible  hygiene  faults  in 
the  bakery  business,  of  course,  is  particularly  wide  and  elimination  of  them  can 
be  a trying  problem.  For  example,  one  may  emphasise  the  need  for,  say, 
scrupulous  removal  of  flour  dust  from  inaccessible  places  and,  having  accom- 
plished that,  discover  that  the  savoy  bags  used  for  cream  confectionery  are 
not  properly  washed;  while  a later  inspection  discloses  that  another  different 
type  of  malpractice  has  appeared.  Nevertheless,  it  was  felt  that  constant 
attention  during  the  year  had  brought  about  a further  general  improvement  in 
hygiene,  particularly  in  the  smaller  bakehouses.  There  remains,  however,  the 
problem  of  maintaining  a satisfactory  level  of  clean  conditions  in  old  premises 
which  have  equally  old  ideas  and  equipment  left  over  from  a less  hygiene- 
conscious age,  but  whose  existence  must  continue  until  redevelopment  of  the 
area  finally  brings  about  a shut  down. 

The  owner  of  one  bakehouse  situated  in  a decaying  property,  however, 
decided  that  this  department’s  constant  criticisms  concerning  his  dilapidated 
establishment  could  be  conclusively  dealt  with  by  going  to  the  other  extreme 
and  converting  substantial  vacant  premises  into  a fully  automated,  push-button 
bakery  with  the  most  up-to-date  machinery  and  materials.  The  new  establish- 
ment is  a model  of  its  kind  and  proves  what  can  be  done  when  there  is  a will 
to  do  it.  The  equipment  installed  ensures  that  the  product  is  untouched  by 
hand  during  manufacture  and  the  goods  are  kept  in  deep  freeze  until  required 
for  sale. 

There  are  seven  bakehouses  in  the  City  which  still  use  coke-fired  “ Scotch  ” 
ovens;  which  is  one  less  than  last  year.  The  bakery  which  changed  is  a large 
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one  and  went  over  to  oil-fired  ovens,  the  new  means  of  heating  being  part  of 
a general  modernisation  which  is  still  going  forward.  The  seven  who  are  still 
using  solid  fuel  have  been  subjected  to  persistent  exhortation  to  do  away  with 
the  old  fashioned  ovens  but  each  counters  with  the  same  argument  — “ there 
is  nothing  like  the  ‘ Scotch  ’ oven  to  give  bakery  goods  that  better  flavour 

In  one  large  bakery  it  was  observed  on  successive  visits  that  fungus  on  the 
walls  in  one  part  of  the  premises  was  spreading  like  a malignant  disease  despite 
the  efforts  of  the  firm  to  control  it.  The  cause  was  traced  to  the  breakdown  of 
an  extractor  fan  beside  the  proving  chamber  and,  because  of  this,  the  current 
of  warm  humid  air  was  travelling  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  the  mould  growth 
rapidly  proliferated  in  other  parts  of  the  premises.  In  the  end,  having  remedied 
the  cause,  the  firm  had  to  repaint  a large  part  of  the  bakehouse,  which  work  was 
in  itself  an  improvement. 

The  practice  of  cooling  bread  either  in  the  open  air  or  in  covered  areas 
which  are  so  well  ventilated  and  in  such  a manner  that  dust  and  birds  have 
access  to  the  product  is  a continuing  one,  even  at  certain  of  the  larger,  mass- 
producing  establishments.  This  is  another  tradition  which  dies  hard  and  it  will 
take  a deal  of  patient  argument  and  ingenuity  to  overcome  the  problems  of 
making  all  bakehouses  wholly  proof  against  birds  and  aerial  contamination. 

Other  worries  which  beset  the  department  so  far  as  the  bakery  trade  is 
concerned  is  in  the  transportation  and  delivery  of  goods  from  bakehouses  to 
shops,  etc.  Baking  boards  laden  with  uncovered  goods  are  carried  from  van  to 
shop,  sometimes  considerable  distances,  and  frequently  placed  in  an  unprotected 
place  where  the  goods,  and  the  boards,  can  become  contaminated  within  the 
shop.  After  use  the  boards  are  often  left  outside  awaiting  collection  by  the 
aker  s man  the  following  day.  Even  if  the  boards  are  subsequently  washed, 
which  they  are,  the  habit  of  leaving  them  where  they  can  be  fouled  is  one  to  be 
condemned  whenever  seen.  Allied  to  these  malpractices  is  the  delivery  of  rolls, 
etc,  at  shoP  doors  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  when  the  shop  is  still  closed 
an  efore  the  shopkeeper  has  appeared  to  take  them  in  — but  not  before  the 
og  taking  his  morning  exercise  has  got  there  first.  A campaign  against  this 
goes  on  constantly  and,  one  by  one,  more  shops  are  either  making  arrangements 
o ave  the  goods  taken  indoors  directly  or  placed  in  boxes  for  protection.  It 

as  to  e admitted,  however,  that  progress  in  this  particular  aspect  of  food 
hygiene  is  slow. 

During  the  year  237  bakehouse  visits  were  paid  by  the  inspectorate. 


Dundee  Corporation  (Consolidated  Powers)  Order,  1957 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

with  establishments  were  visited  during  1967  mainly  in  connection 

At  the  ZT '°rnfu°r  extens,ons  t0  Premises  and  registrations  of  new  businesses, 
terms  ° ?e  ye^r  126  names  were  on  the  register  which  is  maintained  in 
ducted  hJC  ab°ne  °r1der-  Thc  Premises  inspected  were  all  found  to  be  con- 
F aws  r y8,en,.cally  and  generally  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Bve- 
S’  in  one  instance,  however,  substantial  modifications  had  to  be  made' to 
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the  layout  of  a large  salon  which  had  been  extensively  altered,  without  reference 
to  the  Corporation,  and  was  subsequently  discovered  to  contravene  the  Bye- 
Laws. 

Changing  methods  in  ladies’  hairdressing  have  made  the  Bye-Laws  some- 
what unsuitable  for  modern  practice  and  it  may  be  that  consideration  will  have 
to  be  given  to  bring  the  requirements  up-to-date  to  meet  present  day  trends 
in  the  hairdressing  trade. 


Theatres,  Cinemas  and  Dance  Halls 

At  intervals  during  the  year,  and  immediately  before  the  annual  renewal 
of  existing  licences  for  Places  of  Public  Amusement  and  Entertainment,  all 
premises  in  this  category  were  inspected,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  this  depart- 
ment are  concerned  (mainly  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation  and  cleanli- 
ness), to  ensure  that  they  were  being  satisfactorily  maintained  and  conducted 
in  accordance  with  local  requirements.  Defects  to  which  exception  had  to  be 
taken  consisted  mainly  of  dusty  and  dirty  walls  and  damaged  sanitary  fittings, 
all  of  which,  however,  were  quickly  remedied  upon  intimation  being  given  of 
the  works  requiring  to  be  done. 

A point  of  interest,  if  not  of  relevance,  is  the  large  number  of  cinemas  in 
the  City  which  have  now  “gone  over”  entirely  to  “Bingo”.  As  such,  the 
halls  have  become  Clubs  and  therefore  no  longer  come  within  the  ambit  of 
the  Bye-Laws,  etc.  pertaining  to  Places  of  Public  Amusement. 


Places  for  Public  Refreshment 

Registration  of  premises  is  required  under  this  Order  for  cafes,  restaurants, 
tearooms,  etc.  which  cater  for  the  public  during  certain  specified  evening  hours 
and/or  on  Sundays.  Legislatively,  such  premises  are  also  subject  to  special 
local  regulation  and  control.  If,  however,  intoxicating  liquor  is  also  sold,  the 
premises  have  to  conform  instead  to  the  licensing  laws  in  relation  to  construc- 
tion, conduct,  and  so  on. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1 20  such  registrations  were  in  force  compared  with 
117  in  1966.  Routine  inspections  numbering  76  showed  the  premises  to  be 
generally  satisfactory,  although,  as  one  would  naturally  expect,  the  standard 
tended  to  vary  according  to  the  status  of  the  business.  In  the  main,  visits  to 
such  places  were  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  inspections  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  so  that  all  aspects  of  supervising  could  be  taken  into 
account  with  economy  of  inspectors’  time. 

Conveyance  of  Waste  Food 

A number  of  contractors  remove  waste  food  regularly  from  restaurants, 
hotels,  etc.  in  the  City  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  as  swill  to  pigs.  The  convey- 
ance of  waste  food  from  the  collecting  places  is,  or  should  be,  accomplished 
by  transporting  the  material  in  suitable  covered  receptacles  or  in  closed  vehicles 
to  secure  freedom  from  odour  while  the  swill  is  in  transit.  The  arrangements 
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throughout  the  year  were  generally  found  to  be  satisfactory,  although  occasions 
did  arise  when  lorries  were  observed  transporting  the  waste  food  through  the 
streets  in  uncovered  receptacles.  In  all  such  cases,  however,  the  vehicles  were 
stopped  and  drivers  instructed  to  use  the  lids  provided  to  cover  the  containers; 
the  firms  were  also  warned  of  their  obligation  to  comply  with  requirements 
laid  down  in  the  1957  local  Order. 


Street  Traders 

Control  of  street  trading  in  Dundee  is  effectively  exercised  by  the  require- 
ment under  the  Dundee  Corporation  (Consolidated  Powers)  Order,  1957,  that 
people  can  only  engage  in  such  business  after  obtaining  an  appropriate  permit 
from  the  Magistrates;  and  so  far  as  food  vehicles  are  concerned  a permit  is 
only  granted  after  the  vehicle  has  been  examined  and  approved  by  this  depart- 
ment as  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

On  1st  July,  1967,  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland)  Amend- 
ment Regulations,  1966,  which  relate  to  food  vehicles  and  stalls,  came  into 
?r«e‘rBriefly’  * hese  re(?mre  the  reasonable  and  practicable  protection  of  food- 
stuffs from  contamination  and  the  provision  of  hand-washing  facilities,  lighting 
ventilation  and  first-aid  equipment.  A full  inspection  of  all  food  vehicles  and 
mobile  shops  trading  in  the  City  was  carried  out  to  secure  conformity  with  the 
new  Regulations,  but,  in  general,  little  was  found  requiring  attention  due  to 
the  tact  that  the  new  requirements  had  already  been  largely  anticipated  and 
imp  emented  by  vehicle  owners,  local  requirements  having,  for  a number  of 
years,  called  for  similar  conditions  to  those  embodied  in  the  new  legislation. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

vision  of°hWn?-  °r  th!S  Iegislation  becomes  increasingly  a matter  of  super- 
to  an  cvpr  E?  ? f°,°d  premises  and  enhancing  the  standard  of  clean  methods 

handling  mp!£h?  eJu  ’ pr°per  USe  °f  the  ecluiPment  provided  and  general  food 
ng  methods  still,  on  occasion,  leaving  much  to  be  desired. 

which  isUnowthfMenerally  satifact0ry  structural  standard  of  food  premises, 
infinitely  vari/w  ^ TE  the  malPractices  in  unhygienic  food  handling  are 
and  exacerbate f “ that  they  aIter  ln  character  from  one  business  to  another 
fluctuations  etc  ^ l°  Ume  depending  upon  tum-over  in  staff,  trade 

adeqLhcto7r^Ch?Sin^Prublem  Can  0n,y  be  Actively  dealt  with  by  an 
by  direct  observnr^  Vf!u  by,the  inspectorate  t0  detect  faults  in  food  handling 
and  handling  of  fn°H  ° ^ shortcom,ngs  of  those  engaged  in  the  preparation 
responsible  reumedying  matters  by  directing  the  attention  of  the 

the  Regulations  ° tb°Se  1 lings  wIdch  are  not  right  and  in  contravention  of 

Depanmem  W°rk'n?  Par,y  °f  lhe  Scotlish  Home  a"d  Health 

called  for  greater  aitenf1IS  need  for.niore  frequent  visits  to  food  premises  and 
8 ‘ attention  to  be  given  to  methods  and  practices  to  ensure 
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that  the  Regulations  were  effective  in  practical  terms  of  food  handling  as  well 
as  in  structural  requirements.  The  Home  and  Health  Department  therefore 
recommended  that  auxiliary  inspectors,  to  be  known  as  Food  Hygiene  Officers, 
be  taken  on  by  local  authorities  and  employed  on  as  wide  a range  of  food 
hygiene  work  as  possible  under  the  supervision  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Experience  over  the  past  years  has  indeed  confirmed  the  importance  and 
need  for  extending  the  work  of  supervision  in  food  hygiene,  and  in  accordance 
with  the  Working  Party  Report  the  department  therefore  augmented  its  staff  by 
engaging  two  suitably  qualified  lady  food  hygiene  assistants  in  July  of  the  year 
under  review.  These  auxiliaries  were  primarily  employed  on  a detailed 
observation  of  methods  and  practices  (related,  of  course,  to  the  condition  of 
the  premises  as  well)  in  kitchens  of  restaurants,  canteens,  cafes,  hotels,  etc.  The 
results  of  their  work  confirmed  the  need  for  much  closer  attention  to  the  human 
element  in  food  hygiene.  With  a discerning  eye,  and  more  time  at  their  disposal 
than  could  be  afforded  to  qualified  Sanitary  Inspectors  when  they  were  doing 
this  work,  many  shortcomings  have  been  noted  in  food  handling  methods 
caused  by  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  staff,  carelessness,  bad  habits,  or  lack  of 
facilities  and  supervision. 

Obviously,  of  course,  there  is  an  element  of  education  involved  here,  and 
the  Food  Hygiene  Officer’s  duty  is  not  merely  to  criticise  but  to  promote 
hygiene  by  explanation  and  advice.  Initially,  such  advice  is  not  always  well 
received  by  those  at  fault,  but  without  a doubt  as  time  goes  on  the  attitude 
towards  this  kind  of  attention  will  change  to  understanding  and  appreciation. 

All  this  has  resulted  in  the  qualified  Sanitary  Inspectors  being  able  to  pay 
more  personal  attention  to  butchers’  shops,  bakehouses,  and  so  on,  where 
defects  of  a specialised  character  are  to  be  found  and  appropriate  action 
required;  this,  of  course,  in  addition  to  their  supervisory  responsibilities  over 
the  Food  Hygiene  Officers. 

Careful  study  of  plans  concerning  new  premises  or  alterations  to  existing 
premises,  when  such  were  submitted  to  the  Buildings  Authority  for  approval, 
and  careful  consideration  of  proposals  were,  as  usual,  routinely  carried  out 
by  the  department’s  staff  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Regulations.  The 
number  of  occasions  when  plans  have  to  be  amended  after  scrutiny  seems  to 
lessen  each  year,  firstly  because  the  requirements  of  the  department  have 
become  more  widely  known  and  anticipated  by  architects,  and  secondly 
because  advice  is  now  more  frequently  asked  for  before  the  plans  are  lodged. 
This  procedure  is  always  encouraged  because  when  discrepancies  appear  in 
preliminary  drawings  the  defects  can  be  rectified  with  a minimum  of  trouble 
and  difficulties  can  be  smoothed  out  amicably. 

A difficulty  which  manifested  itself  with  increasing  impact  over  the  year 
was  the  trend  towards  “ modernising  ” retail  food  shops  by  removing  counters, 
shelving,  etc.  and  substituting  a self-service  layout  and  special  counters  for 
commodities  such  as  cooked  meats  and  bakery  goods.  Whilst  these  are  un- 
doubtedly improvements  from  the  commercial  point  of  view,  it  is  rather  dis- 
turbing to  know  that  installation  of  “ shop  fittings  ” does  not  require  submission 
of  plans  to  the  Buildings  Authority,  despite  the  fact  that  the  alterations  virtually 
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change  the  character  of  the  front  shop  entirely,  while  the  rear  premises  remain 
as  they  were  — sometimes  inadequate  and  barely  equipped.  In  these  circum- 
stances, the  nature  of  the  business  changes  and  secondary  problems  arise,  such 
as  a butchery  section  being  too  far  removed  from  wash-up  sinks.  The  difficulty 
here  is  that  alterations  are  often  completed  without  the  so-called  “ modernisa- 
tion ” process  being  known  to  the  inspectorate,  who  only  find  out  later  in  the 
course  of  some  routine  visit.  If  “ shop  fittings  ” could  be  defined  in  such  a 
way  as  to  either  limit  the  extent  of  alteration  or  impose  conditions  of  overall 
improvement,  this  trend  in  present-day  trading  could  be  better  controlled  to 
encourage  modernisation  in  depth  rather  than  merely  making  the  retail  front 
more  attractive. 

Indian  and  Asiatic  cooking  became  more  firmly  popular  during  the  year 
with  the  number  of  “ Chinese  ” and  “ Indian  ” restaurants  increasing  to  9. 
While  the  larger  establishments  are  generally  good,  the  smaller  cafe-type 
premises  frequently  present  a problem  by  reason  of  the  meals  becoming  more 
elaborate  and  including  a variety  of  dishes  far  beyond  the  capacity  of  the 
available  kitchen  space  and  equipment.  Such  places  tend  to  get  dirty  and  untidy, 
resulting  in  poor  standards  of  hygiene.  This  problem  of  elaborate  catering  in 
inadequate  premises  extended  widely  during  1 967  in  other  directions,  however, 
ood  businesses  which  were  originally  intended,  and  equipped,  to  make  and 
°n^  s^.mP^e  snack  meals  found  a demand  for  more  substantial  catering. 
With  only  minimal  equipment  they  endeavoured  to  supply  all  kinds  of 
“ restaurant  ” meals.  This  situation  seemed  to  develop  to  a marked  extent 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  by  businesses  gradually  changing  the  nature 
of  the  catering  to  include  frying  and  grilling.  In  certain  cases  the  extension  of 
the  catering  side  of  the  business  was  well  taken  care  of  by  creating  a proper 
itc  en  suitable  for  the  character  of  the  meals.  In  other  circumstances,  how- 
ever  firm  measures  had  to  be  used  to  remedy  matters  by  insisting  that  the 
i c en  e suited  to  the  extent  of  the  catering,  usually  by  improving  and/or 
augmenting  the  food  preparation  and  washing  up  facilities. 


Table  of  Analysis  of  Food  Hygiene  Inspections 


Type  of  Premises 

Class  A 

Bakehouses 

Bakers’  Shops  

Butchers 
Confectioners 
Fishmongers 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Fruiterers 
General  Stores 

Grocers  

Poulterers 


Total  No.  Total  No.  Total  No. 

of  Premises  Gen.  Inspections  Other  Inspections 


56  173  84 

118  219  215 

119  417  119 

120  179  217 

39  59  21 

73  61  29 

61  119  82 

96  41  238 

354  446  416 

1 1 — 
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(a)  (b) 

Total  No.  Total  No.  Total  No. 

Type  of  Premises  of  Premises  Gen.  Inspections  Other  Inspections 

Class  B 

Boarding  Houses  7 4 5 

Cafes  52  66  63 

Canteens  ....  62  97  68 

Clubs  27  2 7 

Homes  6 18  20 

Hotels  ......  23  33  32 

Public  Houses  164  14  6 

Restaurants  28  77  53 

School  Meals  Services  65  33  50 


Class  C 

Poultry  Packing  Stations 


Meat  Processing  Factories  1 4 

Other  Food  Factories  — — 

Class  D 

Vehicles  171  259 


The  above  table  of  inspections  at  food  premises  during  1967  is  on  the 
lines  requested  by  the  Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department  but  the  figures 
cannot,  and  do  not  of  course,  indicate  the  wide  variety  of  defects  — some 
small,  some  serious  — encountered  in  the  course  of  these  visits. 

Although  the  standard  of  hygiene  prevailing  generally  was  good,  con- 
ditions at  certain  premises  tended  to  fluctuate,  being  satisfactory  at  the  time  of 
one  inspection  but  not  at  another.  Many  defects  were  abated  during  the  year 
but,  as  the  present  system  of  recording  statistics  was  only  put  into  effect  mid- 
way through  1967,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  estimate,  in  numerical  terms, 
the  effect  of  the  inspections.  It  may  well  be,  of  course,  that  this  will  always  be 
an  inestimable  figure  because  while  certain  discrepancies  are  disappearing 
others  are  being  discovered  and  having  to  be  dealt  with.  The  important  thing 
here  is  perhaps  not  statistics  but  results;  and  it  is  certain  that  by  frequent 
effectual  visits  by  the  inspectorate  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  will  continue 
to  rise,  as  it  undoubtedly  did  during  the  year  under  review.  To  be  effective, 
however,  a satisfactory  standard  of  food  hygiene  must  be  general;  one  un- 
hygienic business  can  be  potentially  disastrous,  even  if  all  the  others  are  very 
good.  It  is  frustrating  to  achieve  much  in  improving  the  standard  of  hygiene 
generally  and  yet  be  aware  that  however  hard  one  may  try  there  is  always 
liable  to  be  the  nigger  in  the  woodpile  — the  business  where  conditions  are 
liable  to  deteriorate  rapidly  unless  kept  under  almost  constant  supervision. 

The  proprietor  of  one  such  business,  where  indifference  to  the  fundamental 
rules  of  food  hygiene  had  created  conditions  which  could  not  be  tolerated, 
was  prosecuted  for  several  offences  under  the  Regulations  and  fined  a total 
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of  £20  on  the  various  charges  of  permitting  the  premises  to  be  fly-infested, 
exposing  foodstuffs  to  contamination,  dirty  equipment  and  lack  of  provision 
of  soap,  towel  and  nailbrush  for  the  use  of  food-handlers. 

During  the  year,  67  complaints  regarding  food  premises  were  also  received 
and  dealt  with  by  the  department,  as  follows  : — 

Unhygienic  premises  

Unhygienic  methods  

Rats  or  Mice  in  premises  

Choked  Drains/Flooding  


Smell  or  Fumes 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Improper  refuse  disposal 
Lack  of  water  supply 
Insufficient  equipment 
Unfounded 


12 

11 

4 

7 

13 

1 

10 

1 

1 

7 


67 


• as  shown  in  the  analysis  of  inspections,  totalled  4,047,  cover- 

ing 1,912  food  premises. 

Contraventions,  usually  of  a minor  character,  numbered  1,618,  and  written 
warnings  were  given  as  necessary.  Relative  thereto,  1,005  defects  or  deficiencies 
were  recorded  as  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Licensed  Premises 

dnrin^emiSati0n  f Public  h0uses  by  extensive  re-fitting  continued  unabated 
of  far’  and  m°re  new  Ilcensed  premises  were  built  in  the  outer  parts 

or  tne  City  to  serve  the  expanding  areas  of  housing  development. 

far  rmin  p“bli?  house  is  a Place  of  comfort  and  pleasing  appearance. 

preZes  a! t'T  T S***  °f  being  simPly  a Place  *o  ^ape  to  Licensed 
ment  for  net  °W  .fSIgned  t0  create  a congenial  as  well  as  convivial  environ- 
its  customer  °inS  °f  a ! ,ages  and  both  sexes<  yet  have  regard  to  the  health  of 
facilities  h3  b‘V  Provid,"g  Pr°Per  ventilation,  excellent  toilet  and  washing 

and  cIas;w^eniC  barsffiwhere  dnnks  can  be  dispensed  without  contamination 
and  glassware  can  be  efficiently  cleaned,  and  so  on. 

areas^ wh erpUf h 3 nu mber  of  oId  premises  remain,  but  these  are  mostly  in 
Such  places  defr-arY*?188  ar?  t0  be  demo,ished  to  make  way  for  redevelopment, 
but  as  time-  ct  ' C u°m  tbe  Senerally  high  standard  of  hygiene  prevailing, 
the  modern  trend0”  °Ider  ^^hshments  will  either  disappear  or  follow 

the  in tr octo  c U on ° o f S u d ° n d e I o p ed  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  with 

licensed  premises  saw  it  ^ ba  yscr  test  for  motorists.  Certain  owners  of 
premises  saw  the  portents  of  the  effect  this  might  have  on  trade  and, 
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for  one  reason  or  another,  began  to  offer  solid  food  and  beverages  for  sale  to 
customers.  A few  public  houses  in  the  City  could,  of  course,  always  cope  with 
the  purvey  of  simple  and  full  meals,  and  were  suitably  equipped  to  do  so,  but 
in  several  other  establishments  the  trend  was  reflected  in  the  installation  of 
equipment  for  the  preparation  and  cooking  of  a variety  of  dishes.  This  exten- 
sion of  catering  in  licensed  premises  is  liable  to  continue  to  grow  in  the  future, 
and  careful  attention  will  always  have  to  be  given  to  applying  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  in  this  particular  respect. 

The  Food  (Preparation  and  Distribution  of  Meat)  (Scotland) 

Regulations,  1963 

In  Dundee,  the  premises  which  come  within  the  scope  of  this  legislation 
(mainly  the  several  wholesale  meat  markets  and  the  premises  where  offals  are 
prepared)  and  which  are  the  responsibility  of  this  department  are  located  within 
the  precincts  of  the  public  slaughterhouses,  and  matters  such  as  cleanliness, 
hygiene  in  food  handling,  sterilisation  of  equipment,  storage  of  refuse,  etc. 
were  all  given  due  attention. 

Periodic  inspections  made  at  irregular  intervals  and  different  times  of  the 
day  indicated  that,  in  most  respects,  conditions  were  generally  satisfactory 
despite  the  fact  that  the  structure  of  the  various  premises  is  not  conducive  to 
the  easy  maintenance  of  hygiene  without  unremitting  work.  Warnings  were 
given  when  infringements  of  the  Regulations  were  observed,  and  these  par- 
ticularly related  to  the  wearing  of  badly  soiled  protective  clothing  and  im- 
properly stored  refuse. 

Retail  butchers’  vehicles  collecting  meat  from  the  meat  market  were  also 
routinely  examined  and  some  were  found  not  to  be  up  to  standard  in  that  they 
required  more  thorough  cleaning  or  that  proper  containers  for  offal,  etc. 
were  not  provided.  In  such  cases  the  owners  of  the  vehicles  were  ordered  to 
put  matters  right  immediately;  and  since  these  vehicles  can  be  recognised  by 
the  inspectorate  at  subsequent  times  on  the  street  or  in  the  market,  further 
inspections  were  made  as  opportunity  arose  to  ensure  that  the  warnings  had 
not  been  ignored  and  that  appropriate  action  had  been  taken.  Continued 
inspections  in  this  manner  has  reduced  the  incidence  of  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditons,  but  supervision  of  personnel,  premises  and  vehicles  involved  in  meat 
handling  requires  to  be  constantly  pursued. 

Shops  Act,  1950,  and  the  Shops  (Early  Closing  Days)  Act,  1965 

The  records  of  the  department  show  that,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  in 
a constantly  changing  situation  of  new  tenancies  and  movement  of  businesses, 
there  are  roughly  2,483  occupied  premises  in  the  City  which  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  above-mentioned  legislation. 

Because  of  the  diverse  number  of  businesses  which  are  carried  on  within 
the  same  premises  at  many  establishments  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
to  give  a proper  break-down  of  this  figure,  but  the  following,  it  is  hoped, 
might  be  helpful. 
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Bakers  118 

Booksellers  14 

Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers  67 

Brokers  28 

Butchers  119 

Chemists  61 

Coal  Dealers  11 

Confectioners  120 

Cycle  and  Motor  Agents  44 

Departmental  Stores  18 

Drapers  and  Outfitters  176 

Electrical  Dealers  31 

Fancy  Goods  and  Toys  16 

Fish  Merchants  39 

Fruiterers  and  Florists  61 


Furnishers  61 

Grocers  354 

Hairdressers  126 

Ironmongers  19 

Music  and  Radio  Dealers  35 

Newsagents  and  Tobacconists  181 

Opticians,  Watchmakers, 

Jewellers  45 

Paint  and  Wallpaper 

Merchants  40 

Pet  Stores  8 

Publicans  164 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc 120 

Miscellaneous  _.  407 


Total  2,483 


The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  (a  report  under  which 
head  appears  hereafter)  revoked  those  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
which  were  concerned  with  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  assistants  and  pro- 
vided in  lieu  thereof  much  more  contemporary  legislation  relative  thereto.  The 
Shops  Act  itself,  however,  still  controls  such  things  as  general  closing  hours, 
assistants’  half-holidays,  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons,  and  so  on, 
while  the  1965  Early  Closing  Days  Act,  as  the  name  implies,  governs  the  half- 
day closing  of  shops. 


The  situation  regarding  general  closing  hours  remains  as  unrealistic, 
irrational  and  confused  as  ever,  particularly  when  one  considers  that  present- 
day  circumstances  of  labour  availability  and  the  attitude  of  the  public  to 
shopping  times  appears  to  make  trading  hours  practically  self-limiting.  There 
are,  of  course,  a few  exceptions,  but  in  general  terms  the  majority  of  shop- 
keepers nowadays  close  down  for  the  day  long  before  the  hour  laid  down  in 
law  for  them  to  do  so.  The  small  number  of  exceptions  consist  mainly  of  small 
businesses,  but  these  are  usually  owner-operated  with  no  assistants  employed 
on  the  premises;  and  an  interesting  point  in  relation  thereto  is  that  complaints 
o exploitation  of  employees  by  insisting  on  excessive  hours  of  employment  is 
nowadays  practically  unknown.  ' 


Similarly,  the  Early  Closing  Days  Act  seems  to  have  become  something 
*u  ' e cxercise  in  enforcement.  The  majority  of  shopkeepers  diligently  abide 
, a'y  ia  closing  either  for  a whole  day  or  at  1 p.m.  on  one  week  day 
inf  U8,.°Ut  [he  year  (albeit  failing  on  occasion  to  display  the  requisite  notice 
intimating  the  day  nominated  for  Early  Closing),  but' a few  mixed  businesses 
remain  open  every  day  of  the  week  on  the  pretext  of  selling  exempted  goods, 
on  nnl  1 argUed  that  non'exempted  goods  should  be  hidden  from  the  public 

ren^tt  / rn00n  Ca,ch  Week  t0  com-ply  with  the  law-  but  in  practice  it  is  un- 
an  i . 0 1 lmagme  that  this  part  of  the  legislation  could  be  enforced  effectively 

atelv  vT'  fUS  ^ m tkc  Presfnt  climate  of  retail  supermarket  trading.  Fortun- 
y-  y cw  large  stores  in  Dundee  indulge  in  this  manner  of  trading,  for 
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most  of  them  need  a half-day  free  from  customers  for  re-stocking,  window- 
dressing,  stocktaking  and  assistants’  half-holidays. 

To  sum  up,  shopkeepers  will  remain  open  only  when  there  is  sufficient 
potential  custom  to  justify  doing  so,  and  in  the  time  we  live  in  there  are  many 
factors  beyond  existing  legislation  which  determine  when  and  for  how  long  a 
particular  kind  of  business  should  be  open  for  trade.  This,  of  course,  is  not 
advocating  a state  of  complete  “ laissez-faire  ” for  shopkeepers,  but  there  is 
ample  evidence  to  show  that  this  particular  piece  of  legislation  needs  re-think- 
ing,  with  the  very  important  proviso,  however,  that  if  new  legislation  for 
removing  the  restrictions  on  retail  trading  are  to  be  considered,  the  hours  of 
employment  of  all  shop  assistants,  the  granting  of  weekly  half-holidays  (or 
better  still  a five  day  week),  and  so  on,  must  be  carefully  controlled  to  prevent 
exploitation. 

During  1967,  as  in  1966,  the  Corporation  made  an  Order  in  terms  of 
Section  40  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  suspending  during  the  months  of  June  to 
September,  inclusive,  the  requirements  of  the  Early  Closing  Days  Act  in  respect 
of  the  Broughty  Ferry  Ward  of  the  City  which  is  considered  to  be  an  area 
frequented  by  the  public  as  a holiday  resort.  The  reaction  to  this  by  the 
majority  of  the  shopkeepers  in  the  Ward,  however,  was  a negative  one,  most 
electing  to  close  and  take  their  half-day  as  usual,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
Order  permitted  them  to  remain  open  should  they  so  desire. 

Visits  under  the  Shops  Acts,  mainly  in  connection  with  the  Early  Closing 
Day  requirements  and  to  check  the  existence  and  maintenance  of  records 
required  to  be  kept  in  connection  with  assistants’  working  hours,  particularly 
young  persons,  totalled  1,070,  revealing  179  infringements  or  omissions. 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938 

Fewer  enquiries  than  usual  were  made  under  this  head  during  1967,  and 
no  contravention  of  the  legislation  concerning  hours  of  work  was  alleged  in  that 
period.  The  reason  for  a comparatively  untroubled  year  in  this  particular 
regard  is  not  known,  but  it  may  be  that  there  is  less  occasion  for  employers  to 
resort  to  working  young  people  for  hours  in  excess  of  the  permitted  maximum 
or,  if  there  are  occurrences  of  this  nature,  complaint  is  not  being  made.  The 
possibility  is,  however,  that  working  hours  in  hotels,  delivery  services,  etc.  have 
been  subject  to  reduction  in  line  with  other  kinds  of  employment  in  an  effort  to 
attract  and  keep  staff. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  very  important  health  and  welfare  enactment 
was  to  improve  and  control  the  working  conditions  of  office  and  shop  workers 
generally,  and  the  following  is  the  report  for  the  year  1967  relative  to  its  en- 
forcement in  Dundee  : — 

Registration  and  Inspection 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  City  registered  with  the  Local  Authority 
as  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  totalled  2,261  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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During  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year,  the  work  of  carrying  out  detailed 
and  general  inspections  went  forward  with  the  same  thoroughness  as  before  but 
with  increased  tempo  in  order  to  have  the  initial  survey  completed  by  the  end 
of  July  — the  arbitrary  target  date  set  by  the  department.  Much  of  what  was 
discovered  in  the  way  of  defects  and  deficiencies  was  very  similar  to  that 
described  in  previous  reports,  but  particular  aspects  of  implementation  are 
hereafter  dealt  with  under  specific  headings. 

Over  the  year  2,542  visits  were  made  under  the  Act  and  936  premises  were 
subjected  to  a general  inspection,  in  respect  of  which  1,008  notices  were  served 
upon  occupiers  and/or  owners  requiring  works  of  improvement  to  be  carried 
out  or  remedial  measures  to  be  taken.  The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  discrepancies  found  in  the  course  of  survey  under  the  several  headings 


Lack  of  Cleanliness  165 

Overcrowding  7 

Inadequate  Heating  14 

Lack  of  Themometer  _ 326 

Inadequate  Ventilation  69 

Insufficient  Lighting  44 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  131 

Defective  Sanitary  Accommodation  365 

Insufficient  Washing  Facilities  99 

Defective  Washing  Facilities  82 

Lack  of  Clothing  Accommodation  13 

Lack  of  Clothes  Drying  Facilities  n 

Insufficient  Sitting  Facilities  13 

Unsatisfactory  Seating  3 

Defective  Floors,  etc 7 14 

Defective  Accesses 45 

Dangerous  Machinery  81 

Eating  Facilities  1 

Warnings  re  Machinery  319 

Deficient  First  Aid  Equipment  329 

Lack  of  O.S.R.9  5H 

Defective  Common  Parts 8 


3,350 

Three  factors  presented  some  additional  problems. 

One  was  that  a considerable  number  of  premises  inspected  latterly  were 
situated  in  development  areas  of  the  City  and  regard  had  constantly  to  be  had 
o the  life  expectancy  of  the  properties  being  dealt  with  and  balancing  that 
against  requirements  of  the  Act.  As  a matter  of  policy  it  was  decided  in  the 
case  of  premises  lying  within  Comprehensive  Development  Areas  to  be  selective 
o some  extent  in  the  insistence  of  certain  requirements,  giving  particular 
emp  asis  to  the  removal  of  dangerous  hazards  and  matters  of  a non-structural 
character.  Works  requiring  structural  alterations  to  “short  life”  premises 

tht7’tinCVert,ie-eSS’  als°  retluested  as  a legal  obligation,  but  with  a recognition 
ie  carrying  out  of  such  work  would  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  owner 
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and/or  occupier.  In  this  way  a compromise  was  reached  between  the  require- 
ments of  the  legislation  and  any  irrationality  of  implementing  the  law’s 
demands  in  a situation  which  could  have  been  construed  as  unreasonable  on 
the  part  of  the  enforcing  authority. 

The  second  matter  which  became  evident  was  the  increasing  number  of 
businesses  which  changed  premises,  and  conversely  the  number  of  premises 
which  changed  occupancy,  particularly  in  the  central  part  of  the  City.  The 
reasons  for  this  extensive  “ musical  chairs  ” movement  of  businesses  are  obscure 
and  probably  varied,  but  it  is  possible  that  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
Act  has  been  one  cause  of  this  phase  of  change.  Certainly  it  has  been  very 
apparent  that  since  the  original  survey  a considerable  number  of  offices  and 
shops  have  either  changed  the  place  of  business  or  ownership  or,  alternatively, 
have  been  extensively  reconstructed.  This  has  necessitated  re-registration,  re- 
inspection and  adjustment  of  records,  etc.,  almost  continuously.  Perhaps,  of 
course,  there  is  always  this  unusually  high  rate  of  change  going  on  and  work 
under  the  Act  in  this  respect  will  therefore  be  a continuing  one. 

The  third  factor  which  became  apparent  is  more  of  an  impression  than  a 
provable  fact;  namely  that  there  seems  to  have  been  a falling  off  during  the 
year  in  the  inclination  previously  shown  by  owners  and  occupiers  to  carry  out 
alterations  which  cost  money,  ostensibly  because  of  the  economic  climate 
nationally  prevailing.  Whilst  some  firms  consider  a period  of  comparative 
recession  an  opportune  time  to  expand  and  reap  the  benefit  in  better  days 
later,  other  small  concerns  have  had  to  adopt  a cautious,  restrictive  attitude 
in  the  present  financial  crisis,  to  the  detriment  of  proposals  to  improve  their 
premises. 

Following  the  completion  of  the  initial  survey,  the  department  entered 
upon  a second  stage  of  enforcement  by  re-inspecting  registered  premises  in  the 
same  manner  as  carried  out  originally  and  in  the  same  chronological  order, 
checking  the  existing  conditions  against  those  recorded  previously. 

The  re-survey  inspections  resolved  premises  into  three  categories  : — 

1 . Those  which  were  subject  to  the  equivalent  of  a new  general  inspection 
and  subsequent  necessary  action,  by  virtue  of  a change  of  occupancy 
or  extensive  alteration. 

2.  Those  where  defects  had  developed  or  had  been  created  since  the 
preliminary  survey,  when  intimations  were  given  in  writing  to  the 
owner  or  occupier  as  necessary. 

3.  Those  where  defects  and  deficiencies  previously  intimated  were  still 
outstanding,  when  the  owner  and/or  occupier  was  served  with  a 
notice  requiring  remedial  action  in  respect  of  specified  matters  to 
comply  with  the  Act  within  30  days. 

Attitude  of  Occupiers/Owners 

With  regard  to  the  last-mentioned  category  (above),  “ follow-up  ” inspec- 
tions were  carried  out  after  the  expiry  of  the  30-day  period  to  ascertain  the 
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effect  of  the  notice,  and  this  produced  a number  of  interesting  reactions  which 
may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Lesser  infringements  such  as  lack  of  O.S.R.9  etc.  were  disposed  of  quickly, 
while  an  appreciable  number  of  owners  and  occupiers  indicated  in  writing  or 
showed  at  the  time  of  re-visit  that  remedial  measures  had  been  carried  out  or 
were  in  hand.  In  this  respect,  there  would  seem  to  be  a considerable  degree  of 
good  intent  on  the  part  of  most  owners  and  occupiers  to  comply  with  the  Act, 
but  one  cannot  overlook  the  fact  that  there  is  dilatoriness  in  the  case  of  some- 
in  others  the  problems  of  finance  or  internal  difficulties  retard  the  carrying  out 
of  requirements  as  expeditiously  as  desired.  This  is  almost  invariably  a difficult 
situation  to  assess  because  far  too  often  it  is  just  not  possible  to  distinguish 
between  the  genuinely  hampered  cases  and  those  where  compliance  with  the 
law  is  being  deliberately  evaded.  As  a consequence,  unless  the  circumstances 
are  exceptional,  there  may,  in  the  future,  be  no  alternative  but  to  test  more 
frequently  the  justice  of  our  requirements  by  Court  action. 


Occupiers  and  owners,  however,  were  extremely  co-operative  in  facilitat- 
ing inspections,  even  in  the  rather  difficult  second  phase  of  the  survey  which 
found  out  the  defaulters.  There  were,  therefore,  no  real  difficulties  in  carrying 
out  inspections  and  the  work  continued  unimpeded  in  this  respect. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  throughout  the  year  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment was  appreciably  assisted  by  the  readiness  with  which  many  occupiers  and 
owners,  or  their  architects  and  tradesmen,  voluntarily  came  forward’  to  have 
proposals  for  works  of  improvement  approved,  or  to  discuss  how  best  to 
accomplish  that  which  had  been  asked  for  to  carry  the  law  into  effect.  The 
c ose  liaison  which  exists  between  the  departments  of  the  Local  Authority  must 
also  be  recognised  as  of  great  value  in  the  same  way  and  for  the  same  reasons, 
namely,  that  much  has  been  done  to  promote  legal  compliance  at  the  “ drawing 
^ar,  staSe’  and  many  possible  difficulties  in  construction  and  reconstruction 
ereby  averted  by  giving  advice  in  time  to  prevent  unacceptable  ideas  becom- 
ing very  solid  problems  built  into  premises. 


Cleanliness 

npf,Jhere(  was  a d,minution  in  the  number  of  instances  where  it  was  deemed 
mai\d  inteLrior  cleanin&  165  cases  in  1967  covering  936  premises 
Tn  cron  'i  Tr  Wlt  1 cases  in  1966  covering  844  premises  inspected. 

8 era  ’ the  lowest  standards  of  cleanliness  were  found  in  “ back  shops  ” of 
me  smaner  reta11  premises  and  in  store_rooms  where>  because  of  excessive 

dknrLT  re  atl0n. t0  the  floor  area  and  space  available,  difficulty  of  access  pre- 

! t0  r0Utine  cIeaninS  and  the  proper  maintenance  of  a 

asonable  standard  of  repair  and  decoration. 

Overcrowding 

did  °f  overcrowding  was  again  very  small  and  when  such  cases 

ing  the  irregu?arftyS,tl0n  °f  ^ ^ invariably  adoPted  as  a means  of  rectify- 


203 


Temperature 

Maintenance  of  the  requisite  temperature  in  offices  did  not  present  any 
problems;  all  fourteen  instances  of  deficient  heating  were  found  to  exist  in 
shop  premises.  In  several  of  these,  instructions  had  been  given  to  employees 
that  entrance  doors  should  remain  open  during  trading  hours,  despite  extremely 
inclement  external  weather  conditions. 

Frequently,  no  thermometers  were  provided,  notwithstanding  that  they  are 
required  under  the  Act  regardless  of  circumstances.  This  deficiency  was  par- 
ticularly noticeable  in  premises  which  were  centrally  heated  and  enjoyed  the 
refinement  of  automatic  temperature  control.  No  real  difficulty  has,  however, 
been  experienced  in  enforcing  this  requirement  of  the  Act. 

Ventilation 

An  unwelcome  feature  of  modern  methods  of  heating  introduced  into  the 
older  types  of  office  premises  is  the  adverse  effect  they  have  produced  in  some 
cases  on  room  ventilation.  The  replacement  of  the  open  fire  and  consequent 
blocking  off  of  fireplace  openings  have  eliminated  a permanent  source  of 
ventilation  for  which  no  substitute  is  always  provided. 

Lighting 

Until  statutory  standards  of  lighting  are  defined,  this  will  remain  a matter 
for  debate  and  argument  and  individual  judgment.  Meanwhile,  so  far  as  is 
practicable,  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Code  of  Practice  have  to  form  a 
reasonable  working  basis. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Inadequate  and  defective  sanitary  accommodation  again  constituted  the 
major  deficiencies  found  in  shop  premises.  As  usual,  the  provision  of  additional 
water  closets  presented  difficulties  in  some  cases,  but  in  no  instance  was  this 
found  impossible  of  solution,  and  the  time  taken  to  bring  the  premises  into 
conformity  with  Regulation  requirements  largely  depends  on  the  extent  of 
structural  alterations  involved. 

Washing  Facilities 

Most  of  the  deficiencies  under  this  hearing  arose  from  the  lack  of  hot 
water  or,  in  a few  cases,  because  of  the  provision  of  a particular  type  of  water 
and  storage  heater  which  requires  replenishment  by  hand  and  is  therefore  nol 
accepted  by  the  department. 

Drinking  Water 

There  was  no  instance  of  premises  being  without  a supply  of  wholesome 
water  for  drinking  purposes. 

Accommodation  for  Clothing  and  Clothes’  Drying  Facilities 

This  necessarily  varies  according  to  the  use  and  status  of  the  premises 
but  in  general  the  available  accommodation  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In 
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some  premises,  however,  arrangements  for  drying  clothing  are  either  non- 
existent or  primitive  and  dangerous,  and  on  this  point  the  careless  positioning 
of  portable  electric  fires  or  paraffin  heaters  in  close  proximity  to  clothing  had 
to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  occupiers  of  certain  shop  premises. 

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs 

Defects  in  floors  and  floor-coverings  were  again  numerous,  and  some  of 
these  were  in  such  a state  of  disrepair  as  to  constitute  a hazard  to  safety.  This 
also  applied  to  many  of  the  staircases  inspected,  particularly  those  of  stone 
construction  having  worn,  sloping  or  hollowed  treads. 

Staircases  and  access  landings  with  dangerous  open  balustrades  from 
treads  or  floor  to  handrail  are  still  encountered,  and  opportunity  is  taken  in 
scrutinising  plans  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Buildings  Authority  to  direct, 
when  necessary,  the  attention  of  architects  to  any  such  defect,  or  to  other 
matters  requiring  amendment  which  lie  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  and 
Regulations  made  thereunder. 

Dangerous  Machinery 

Under  this  heading,  practically  all  contraventions  observed  and  intimated 
concerned  failure  to  guard  food  slicing  machinery  in  shop  premises,  and  the 
improper  use  of  such  units. 

In  two  instances  where  wallpaper  trimming  machines  were  without  guards, 
the  occupiers  of  the  premises  had  discontinued  their  use  and  were  able  to 
demonstrate  to  our  satisfaction  that  their  stocks  of  wallpaper  were  supplied 
entirely  in  trimmed  form. 

Exemptions 

There  were  no  applications  during  the  year  for  exemption  from  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  or  Regulations  made  thereunder. 

Prosecutions 

Information  was  given  to  the  Procurator  Fiscal  concerning  an  accident 
resulting  from  the  unguarded  feed  chute  of  a gravity  feed  slicing  machine  and 
t le  failure  on  the  part  of  the  firm  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  a previous  notice 
to  maintain  secure  fencing  around  the  machine.  After  consideration  of  all  the 
Circumstances,  however,  the  Procurator  Fiscal  decided  to  withdraw  the  com- 
p aint,  but  warned  the  firm  in  writing  that  the  offence  could  not  be  condoned. 

Accidents 

During  the  year  47  notifiable  accidents,  all  of  which  were  non-fatal,  were 
reported  to  the  department.  This  is  a decrease  of  six  on  last  year’s  figure.  In 
every  case,  a full  investigation  into  the  circumstances  was  made,  and  in  14 
wp  antCe^  written  instructions  were  issued  to  ensure  that  appropriate  measures 
.,r,e,  a cn  io  Prevent  a recurrence.  The  remainder  of  the  accidents  were  dealt 
i y verbal  advice  given  to  employers  and  victims. 
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Again,  as  in  1966,  many  of  these  accidents  (18)  resulted  from  persons 
falling,  either  because  of  carelessness  or  inattention  on  the  part  of  the  victim. 

Of  the  four  accidents  caused  by  food  slicing  machinery,  three  involved 
the  use  of  hand-operated  horizontal-feed  machines,  while  the  remaining  one 
arose  from  the  absence  of  a guard  on  the  sliding  carriage  of  a power-operated 
gravity-feed  meat  slicer. 

Other  accidents  recorded  included  slipping  on  floors,  staircases  and  ladders, 
needles  penetrating  limb  and  hand,  colliding  with  various  objects,  and  strained 
muscles  resulting  from  lifting  loads. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 

The  number  of  registrations  at  the  end  of  the  year  permitting  the  sale  of 
Part  II  Poisons  was  94,  which  compares  with  106  for  1966. 

The  licences  are  renewed  annually  by  the  Corporation  after  the  applicants’ 
premises  have  been  inspected  by  this  department  and  approval  given  to  the 
arrangements  for  labelling,  storage  and  responsibility  for  sale  in  compliance 
with  the  legal  requirements. 

Visits  numbering  302  were  made  during  the  year  to  premises  registered 
or  applying  for  registration;  only  minor  infringements  were  observed  and  these 
were  easily  and  soon  rectified  on  request. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887  - 1953,  etc. 

This  legislation  is  primarily  intended  to  protect  home  producers  and 
manufacturers  against  the  misrepresentation  of  certain  imported  goods, 
including  certain  specified  foodstuffs,  by  stipulating  that  the  imported  articles 
be  suitably  marked  denoting  the  country  of  origin  or  the  fact  that  they  are 
foreign.  The  department’s  inspectors  keep  a watchful  eye  on  these  legislative 
requirements  so  far  as  they  apply  to  foodstuffs.  Ordinarily,  offences  are  due  to 
ignorance  or  carelessness  rather  than  intent  to  defraud  by  misrepresentation, 
but  advice  and  warnings  are  given  where  necessary  and  matters  are  soon  put 
right.  No  prosecutions  for  offences  under  these  enactments  were  necessary 
during  1967. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

Twelve  samples  (eight  fertilisers  and  four  feeding  stuffs)  were  taken  during 
the  year  for  the  purpose  of  chemical  analysis.  The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


Fertilisers.  Feeding  Stuffs. 

Samples  conforming  to  Statutory  Statement  in  all 

respects  8 3 

Samples  above  in  one  constituent  and  deficient 

in  one  — 1 


8 4 


The  sample  last  referred  to  was  one  of  herring  meal,  and  the  deficiency 
was  in  phosphoric  acid  to  the  extent  of  1.5%.  The  supplier  was  warned. 
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Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951,  etc. 

Eleven  premises  in  the  City  are  registered  for  the  use  of  rag  flock  and  other 
filling  materials  and  one  factory  is  licensed  for  the  storage  of  rag  flock.  All 
premises  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Six  informal  samples  were  taken  under  this  particular  piece  of  legislation, 
namely  : — 

Rag  F]ock  — 2 Cotton  Felt — 1 Coir  Fibre  — 1 Hair  — 2 

All  were  found  to  comply  with  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Regulations 
made  under  the  Act. 


Port,  1967 

The  number  of  ships  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Dundee  from  foreign  countries 
showed  an  increase  of  three  on  the  figure  for  1966,  with  a corresponding 
increase  in  tonnage.  Coastal  shipping  arrivals  were  twenty-two  below  that  of 
the  previous  year  but  the  tonnage  showed  a considerable  increase. 

Visits  to  shipping  totalled  506. 


Volume  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port 


No.  Tonnage. 

1.  Foreign  291  299,096 

2.  Coastwise  425  264,061 

Details  of  Foreign  Shipping 

No.  of  Ships  291 


Coming  from  : 

Free  Ports  Infected  Ports 


Direct  Indirect  Direct  Indirect 

223  l 22  45 

Number  carrying  Deratting  Certificates  2 

Number  carrying  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  ......  286 

Number  with  no  Certificate  3* 

* 2 Yachts  and  1 Tug 


Inspections.  Routine  visits  were  paid  to  all  vessels  arriving  at  the  port, 
special  attention  was  given  to  crews’  quarters  and  bedding;  no  evidence  of  bugs, 
eas  or  lice  was  detected.  Messrooms,  galleys  and  pantries  were  generally 
oun  to  e clean,  well  painted,  and  the  fittings  in  good  repair.  Several  cases 
° cockroach  infestation  were  discovered  and  successful  eradicative  measures 
undertaken  before  the  vessels  left  port.  Foodstuffs  and  larders  were  found  to 
e c ean,  orderly  and  well  maintained,  and  no  necessity  arose  for  the  seizure 
or  remova  of  any  foodstuffs  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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Deratting.  The  Dundee  Harbour  Trustees  continue  with  success  to 
employ  a firm  of  rodent  exterminators.  All  premises  within  the  harbour  area 
are  given  frequent  and  systematic  attention  by  trained  operators  whose 
specialised  knowledge  in  detection  and  extermination  keep  the  rat  population 
at  a minimum.  The  provision  of  rat  guards  on  the  mooring  ropes  of  all  ships 
is  insisted  upon  during  their  stay  in  harbour. 

Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  15  vessels, 
which,  after  being  inspected,  were  found  to  qualify  for  such. 

Coastal  shipping  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping  Order),  1951,  were  visited  and  found  to  be 
clean  and  free  from  vermin.  Very  few  vessels  carried  a Rodent  Control  Certifi- 
cate, however,  preferences  being  given  to  the  International  Certificate  to  cover 
the  possibility  of  a voyage  to  foreign  parts. 

Nuisances.  Nothing  of  an  unusual  nature  falls  to  be  recorded  in  respect 
of  nuisances  discovered  on  ships,  the  total  being  106,  and  abatement  was 
secured  in  practically  all  cases  before  the  vessels  left  port. 

Water  Supplies.  It  was  found  necessary  in  a few  cases  to  have  storage 
tanks  for  drinking  water  cleaned  out  and  cement  washed  prior  to  refilling. 

Equipment  used  in  the  taking  on  of  water  supplies  was  inspected  frequently 
and  found  to  be  clean  and  in  good  repair. 

Table  of  Inspections,  etc. 


Total  Number  of  Verbal  Intimations  291 

Number  of  Visits  to  Ships  506 

Number  of  Ships  from  Infected  Ports  (direct)  22 

Number  of  Ships  from  Infected  Ports  (indirect)  45 

Number  of  Ships  from  Free  Ports  (direct)  ......  223 

Number  of  Ships  from  Free  Ports  (indirect) 1 

Total  Number  of  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports  291 

Nuisances  and  Defects  attended  to  106 

Forecastles  cleaned  11 

Messrooms  cleaned  13 

Storerooms  cleaned  14 

Choked  or  Defective  Water  Closets  13 

Dirty  Wash-basins  ......  10 

Discharge  of  Foul  Water  on  Quay  12 

Dirty  Bedding  (crew)  Nil 

Choked  Scuppers  8 

Dirty  Lockers  8 

Ventilators  obstructed  5 

Excessive  Smoke  Emission  12 


208 


In  Addition  the  Following  Work  was  Carried  Out 


while  the  Vessels  were  in  Port 

Freshwater  Tanks  cleaned  out  12 

Forecastles  painted  9 

Bathrooms  or  Wash  Places  painted  13 

Crews’  Messroom  painted  15 

Crews’  Living  Quarters  painted 10 

Water  Closet  Apartments  painted  21 

Bilges  emptied  43 

(A) 

Number  of  Vessels  subjected  to  measures  of  rat  destruction  3 

On  ships —No.  of  dead  rats  recovered 7 

No.  of  rats  examined  bacteriologically  Nil 

On  shore — No.  of  rats  destroyed  other  than  on  ships  Nil 

No.  of  rats  examined  bacteriologically  Nil 

Species  of  rats  recovered: — 

On  ships  — Black  Nil;  Brown  or  Grey  7 
On  shore  — Black  Nil;  Brown  or  Grey  Nil 


(B) 

No.  of  vessels  fumigated  by  SO*  Nil 

No.  of  vessels  fumigated  by  HCN  Nil 

No.  of  dead  rats  recovered  Nil 

No.  of  vessels  on  which  poisoning  was  employed  3 

No.  of  dead  rats  recovered  7 

Deratting  Certificates  issued  Nil 

Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  15 


General  Prosecutions 


A summary  of  the  27  prosecutions  (details  elsewhere  in  this  report)  which 
reached  the  Courts  as  a result  of  action  by  the  department  is  shown  hereunder. 


Offence 

Sale  of  Gammon 
containing  live  larvae. 

Sale  of  Mouldy  Black 
Puddings. 

Sale  of  Mouldy  Bread. 

Sale  of  Mouldy  Sausage 
Rolls. 


Legislation  Contravened 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 
1956,  Section  2(1) 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 
1956,  Section  8(1) 

do. 

do. 


Result  of  Action 
Fined  £10. 

Fined  £15. 

Fined  £4 

cound  Not  Guilty. 
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Offence 

Legislation  Contravened 

Result  of  Action 

Sale  of  Milk  containing 
0.7  international  units 
of  penicillin  per  milli- 
litre of  milk. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 
1956,  Section  2(1) 

Admonished. 

Sale  of  Milk  containing 
foreign  materials. 

do. 

Case  dismissed. 

Milk  found  to  be  deficient 
in  milk-solids-not-fat 
and  containing  added 
water. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 
1956,  Sections  2(1)  and  17(l)(c) 
and  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
1901 

Fined  £10. 

Colouring  and  Cereal 
Matter  in  Mince. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 
1956,  Section  2(1); 

The  Colouring  Matter  in  Food 
(Scotland)  Regulations,  1957, 
Regulation  7(1) 

Not  Proven. 

Preservative  in  Mince 
outwith  the  permitted 
period. 

Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1962,  Regulation 
4(1 )(a) 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £10. 

Excess  Preservative  in 
Mince. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

Excess  Preservative  in 
Sausages. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £5. 

Excess  Preservative  in 
Sausages.  No  Notice 
displayed. 

Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland) 
Regulations.  1962,  Regula- 
tions 4(l)fa)  and  6(1) 

Fined  £10. 

Preservative  in  Sausages. 
No  Notice  displayed. 

Preservatives  in  Food  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1962,  Regulation 
6(1) 

Fined  £5. 

Rum  sold  below  strength 
stated  on  label. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act, 
1956,  Section  6(1) 

Fined  £20. 

Whisky  sold  below 

strength  stated  on  label. 

do. 

Fined  £10. 

do. 

do. 

Fined  £10. 
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Offence 

Legislation  Contravened 

Result  of  Action 

Dirty  condition  of  Food 
Shop  and  Equipment. 

The  Food  Hygiene  (Scotland) 
Regulations,  1959/1966,  Regu- 
lations 5,  22(3)  and  25 

Fined  £20. 

Dampness  on  internal 
surfaces  of  walls  of 
dwellinghouse. 

Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897,  Section  16 

Interlocutor  granted 
by  Sheriff  for  the 
Corporation  to 
carry  out  work  and 
recover  costs. 

Dampness  on  internal 
surfaces  of  wall  of 
dwellinghouse  and  a 
hole  in  the  floorboards. 

do. 

Interlocutor  granted 
by  Sheriff  for  the 
Corporation  to 
carry  out  work  and 
recover  costs. 

Failure  to  remove  a 
nuisance  consisting  of 
a deposit  of  rags, 
lumber  and  scrap 
metal. 

do. 

Daily  penalty  of 
10/-  imposed  until 
nuisance  was 
removed. 

